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Course Description 
 

PURPOSE: This course explores religious and theological responses to human tragedy, 
terrorism, trauma, and cultural shock.  
 
PREREQUISITES:  none 
 
COMPETENCE OBJECTIVES:  
 
• Distinguish various approaches to the impact of terrorism on contemporary culture 

and politics 
• Discuss the relevance of interdisciplinary approaches to theological reflection 
• Measure and critically evaluate different theories of theodicy 
• Demonstrate familiarity with Christian, Jewish, and Muslim responses to the relation 

between religion and violence. 
• Discuss one’s understanding of one’s personal assumptions about suffering 
• Formulate a position on the relation between religion and violence 
• Review one’s clarity and confidence for speaking about disaster, religion in politics, 

and human suffering 
• Evaluate distinct pastoral responses to disaster and terrorism 
• Compare differing theoretical positions and appraise their relative merits 

 
FORMAT AND CONTENT: 
 
July 1-5, 2024  
9 am to 12 noon 
 
For on-campus students, work in the course consists of classes including lectures, 
discussions and small group exercises, some prepared before class. Distance students 
will participate through Zoom either synchronously at the same time as class, or 
asynchronously through recordings of class. Expectations for distance students will be 
spelled out in the syllabus.  
 
TEXTS: There are no required textbooks, as weekly readings will be available on Populi. 
 
EXPECTATIONS, ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATIVE CRITERIA 
The expectations and assignments in this course include: active class participation in 
discussions, a short paper analyzing one of the assigned readings and a final research 
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paper on a topic to be assigned. Details for all assignments will be provided in the 
syllabus. 
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