
TH5/737 - Love and Desire: can we love God, our neighbour and even ourselves? 
Vancouver School of Theology Summer School 

July 4-8th, 2022  9am – 12pm (Available in person or via Zoom) 
 
Instructor: Janet Soskice 
Contact email: jcs16@cam.ac.uk   
 
 
The guiding text for this course is the dominical command to love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and all your soul, and all your mind, and all your strength, and to love your 
neighbour as yourself (Mark 12.20-31).  How do we do understand this in today’s world with 
its conflicting demands and globally destructive desires?  We’ll look at some classic writings, 
including some Augustine and C.S. Lewis’s The Great Divorce, and explore themes of love for 
oneself, love for the created order, love for the rejected other and ‘mothering love’. 
 
Competencies 

Participants will reflect on the important question, ‘Who am I?’ and consider how grounding 
in the love of God affects our understanding of the created order, the love of neighbour, 
including the afflicted, and ‘self love’. 

They will be gain appreciation of the relevance to our times of some classics of spirituality, 
theology, philosophy, and fiction. 

They will attend to what can be achieved by difference styles and genres of theological 
writing. 

Readings: (pre-read prior to class) 

Texts for Purchase 
 
Saint Augustine, The Confessions (trans. Henry Chadwick), Books III, IV, VII and IX 
 
C. S. Lewis, The Great Divorce 
 
Julian of Norwich, Revelations of Divine Love, trans. Barry Windeatt  (Oxford 2015). Chapters 
1-27, 49-62, 81-86 
 
Find online: 
Laudato Si, Papal Encyclical  (online) 
 
Podcast: Faith at the Frontiers: series about refugees and migrants 
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/faith-at-the-frontiers/id1587860716 
 
Elizabeth Powell, Glimpses of the New Order 
https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/glimpses-new-order 

 

mailto:jcs16@cam.ac.uk
https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/glimpses-new-order


 
Readings (posted to Student Portal) 
 
M. Shawn Copeland, Christ Crucified: the witness of African American Religious Experience 
(N.Y.: Maryknoll, 2018), Ch 5 ‘To Live at the disposal of the Cross”. 
 
Janet Soskice, ‘Love and Attention’ in Janet Soskice, The Kindness of God (Oxford, 2008), 
 
Simone Weil, ‘Reflection on the right use of school studies’ in Waiting for God, tr. Emma 
Crauford, (New York: Harper Collins, 2001), pp 51-59 
 
Assignments: (Further details to be provided at the class) 
Reading and class participation: All Students including auditors are expected to do all the 
required readings and participate in class discussions. 100% attendance is encouraged for all 
and required of Certificate and Degree students. 
 
Certificate students:  Certificate students are required to hand in 4-6 pages of writing that 
demonstrates the ability to thoughtfully engage the material and reading for the class and 
gives a personal reflection on the reading and material covered. Due no later than Aug. 31 
 
Basic degree students (Diploma; MA; MDiv): are required to do any required oral 
assignments during the course itself and submit any combination of written assignments 
totalling approximately 1800-2400 words/6-8 pages.  Due no later than Aug. 31 
 
Advanced degree students (ThM, GDTS): are required to do any required oral assignments 
during the course itself and submit any combination of written assignments totalling 
approximately 3600-4000 words/12-15 pages.  Due no later than Sept.30 
 
 
 
 
 


