
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

HOM6/717 - Loosening the Tongue: The Practice of Preaching without Notes 
Vancouver School of Theology SUMMER 2021 

 
 
Instructor: Archbishop Melissa M. Skelton 
Contact information: melissamskelton@gmail.com (778) 861-5160 (cell) 

 
COURSE PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of the course is to strengthen students’ capacity to preach short homilies without notes 
that assist listeners in experiencing metanoia (a change in the way they see and respond to the world). 
In the course we will do this through focusing on the preacher’s words, ideas, stories, ability to make 
a connection to listeners’ lives and ability to create experiences for listeners that “stick.” In addition, 
attention will be given to strengthen the preacher’s presence, use of the voice and use of the body in 
preaching. Students will prepare and preach five brief sermons, and will receive specific feedback 
from their student colleagues in the above-mentioned areas. 
 
EXPECTATIONS AND COMPETENCY OBJECTIVES 
 
By the end of the course, students will have: 

• Read the assigned texts and viewed the assigned videos and prepared and discussed assigned 
questions. 

• Identified their own learning goals for strengthening their preaching based on the readings 
and discussion. 

• Created five brief sermons using the same text but with different contexts in mind, delivered 
those sermons in class and received feedback on specific dimensions of the sermon and on 
identified learning goals. 

• Identified key areas of learning from the course that they can apply to their back-home 
preaching process and sermons. 

 
PREREQUISITES 
All students registering for this course are expected to have completed a basic homiletics course that 
included Biblical exegesis. 
 
FORMAT All courses offered in VST 2021 Summer School will only be available through distance 
learning, using Zoom for class sessions and Canvas, VST’s online course platform, for course 
resources.  
 
All classes will be recorded on Zoom for password protected viewing by class participants only. 
Zoom software requires minimum computer system requirements such as an internet connection – 
broadband wired or wireless, a camera and a microphone. For details please refer to 
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023-System-Requirements-for-PC-Mac-
andLinux.  
 
Students unfamiliar with Zoom will be provided basic support by VST. For reference see 
https://vst.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Zoom-Manual-for-Students.pdf.  
Students will also be provided with basic support for accessing Canvas.  

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023-System-Requirements-for-PC-Mac-andLinux
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023-System-Requirements-for-PC-Mac-andLinux
https://vst.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Zoom-Manual-for-Students.pdf
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Work in the course consists of daily 3-hour Zoom classes that will include lectures, in-class online 
discussions and small group exercises that will be accomplished through Zoom. The course also 
includes required readings and exercises to be completed before the course starts as well as 
assignments during the week, and final papers due by August 31 for some students. All papers will 
be submitted to the instructor via email or as the instructor specifies. 
 
REQUIRED READINGS—Please read the required readings before the first class and 
complete the writing assignment below the readings (due dates noted below). 
 
Chip and Dan Heath Made to Stick: Why Some Ideas Survive and Others Die (New York: Random House, 
2007). 
 
Chip and Dan Heath The Power of Moments: Why Certain Experiences Have Extraordinary Impact (New 
York: Simon and Schuster, 2017). 
 
Sondra B. Willobee The Write Stuff: Crafting Sermons that Capture and Convince (Westminster: John 
Knox/Westminster Press, 2009). 
 
View the following videos and, prior to the first class, for each video, a) outline the 
presentation/sermon and b) make lists of what “worked” for you and what didn’t work for 
you as a viewer. 
 

• Dr. Brené Brown on the power of vulnerability, 
http://www.ted.com/talks/brene_brown_on_vulnerability.html   

• Fr. Greg Boyle on compassion and kinship, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipR0kWt1Fkc   

• The Rev. Ginger Gaines-Cerilli, “The Fulness of Time” from Foundry United Methodist 
Church https://foundryumc.org/archive/christmas-eve  

• The Rev. Roger Scholtz, “Distraction & Presence,” from Hyde Park United Methodist 
Church: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dguMxRxz4uY   

• The Rev. Dr. Charles Campbell, “An Unsettling Debut,” from Duke University Chapel, 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_Dxa9xMmUY   

• The Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel, “Casting Out Demons,” from Duke University Chapel, 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7YrkhGEZYQ   

 
 
ATTENDANCE AAND ASSIGNMENTS 
 
1. Attendance For an intensive course, VST requires 100% attendance. All students must 

participate synchronously in all class sessions via Zoom. 
 
2. Reading and class participation: All students including auditors are expected to do all the 

required readings, to participate in creating, offering and giving feedback on sermons and to 
participate in all class discussions. 
 

3. Certificate students will be required to submit a 5-6 page paper in which the student reflects 
on their experience of preaching and hearing others preach in class. The paper should describe 

http://www.ted.com/talks/brene_brown_on_vulnerability.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipR0kWt1Fkc
https://foundryumc.org/archive/christmas-eve
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dguMxRxz4uY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_Dxa9xMmUY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7YrkhGEZYQ
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the student’s most important learnings vis a vis the learning goals they have identified for 
themselves in the course. Due August 31st 

 
4. Basic degree students are required to submit a reflection paper on their experiences of preaching 

and hearing others preach in class.  The paper should both describe the student’s most 
important learnings vis a vis the learning goals they have identified for themselves in the course 
and draw on learning from the required readings and at least one of the optional readings for the 
course.  The paper should total approximately 1500-1875 words or 6-8 pages. Due August 31st 

 
5. Advanced degree students (for courses at the 700 lever) are required to submit a 15-17 page 

paper on a subject to be worked out between the instructor and the student. The paper must 
draw on the experience of preaching and hearing others preach in class as well as reference a 
selection of both the required and optional readings in exploring the specific topic.   
Due Sept 30 

 
 
SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY (Optional Readings—not required) 
 
Ronald J. Allen Patterns of Preaching: A Sermon Sampler (St. Louis: Chalice Press, 1998) 
 
Walter Brueggemann Finally Comes the Poet: Daring Speech for Proclamation (Minneapolis: Augsburg 
Fortress, 1989) 
 
David Buttrick Homiletic: Moves and Structures (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1987) 
 
Fred B. Craddock Preaching (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1985) 
 
Ellen F. Davis Wondrous Depth: Preaching the Old Testament (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 
2005). 
 
Thomas G. Long The Witness of Preaching, 2rd edition (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 
2016) 
 
Eugene L. Lowry The Homiletical Plot: The Sermon as Narrative Art Form (Louisville: Westminster John 
Knox Press, 2010) 
 
Michael Monshau, ed. Preaching at the Double Feast (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2006) 
 
Barbara Brown Taylor The Preaching Life (Boston: Cowley Publications, 1993) 
 
Paul Scott Wilson: The Four Pages of the Sermon, Revised and Updated (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2018) 

 

 
 


