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Vancouver School of Theology, July 12-16 2021 (9am – 12pm PST)
Purpose:
As the numbers of young adults attending church in the Western world hits an all time low it is
imperative that we engage seriously with why, and what the future of Christian mission and
ministry to them might look like. Considering global patterns but focussing on the West, this
course will explore the historical, cultural, and sociological shifts that have taken place, and
examine recent findings on what causes faith to flourish or fail during youth and young adulthood.
Objectives:
To understand contemporary:
-

Patterns of religiosity among the young
Models of identity and faith formation
Experiences of conversion and maturing faith as well as faith loss and abandonment of
religious identity and community.
Examples of thriving young adult ministry and possibilities for spiritual engagement.

For students to be able to reflect on their own context and consider how to develop and
strengthen their mission and ministry in that.
Primary Bibliography: Please pre-read prior to course beginning
Arnett, Jeffrey Jensen, Emerging Adulthood: A Theory of Development from the Late Teens
through the Twenties, American Psychologist 55.5 (2000) 469-80
Barna & World Vision, The Connected Generation Report; How Christian Leaders around the world
can strengthen faith and wellbeing among 18-35 year olds (2019)
http://www.theconnectedgeneration.com
Emery White, James, Meet Generation Z; Understanding and Reaching the New Post-Christian
World (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2017)
Perrin, Ruth, H. Changing Shape; The Faith lives of Millennials (London: SCM, 2020)
For Advanced Degree
Root, Andrew, Faith formation in A Secular Age (Grand Rapids; Baker Academic, 2017)

Assignments:
Certificate (Continuing Education):
Written Assignment: (4-6 pages of writing for 1.5 credits)

Despite the current patterns of declining religious adherence among young adults in the Western
world, the Barna ‘Connected Generation’ and Church Army ‘Mission with Young Adults’ reports
present possibilities for effective ministry with this demographic. With reference to their findings,
and wider literature, how might effective ministries be developed in your context?
Basic Degree (Diplomas, MA, M.Div):
Option A: Written Assignment. (1500-2000 words)
Perrin argues that in a British context, experience of the numinous, cognitive coherence of the
gospel, authentic faith community and a vision for their life are what cause young adult faith to
thrive. Critique this summary and explore how far this pattern matches the Canadian context with
reference to the wider literature around young adult religiosity.
Option B: Ministerial Reflective Report (2000 words)
Reflecting on your current church/ministerial context and the un-churched emerging adult
communities in your locale, describe how you might go about developing an effective ministry
that encourages spiritual engagement and connects younger generations to the Christian gospel in
a meaningful way.
You should demonstrate:
-

An understanding of the challenges and opportunities of your current context.
A critique of current practises and ability to reflect on their efficacy.
An awareness of the theological and cultural points of resonance and disconnect from the
Christian gospel which emerging generations in your setting experience.
Creative imagining of how you might initiate/develop and sustain such a ministry.
A use of appropriate research and secondary literature to support your thinking.

Advanced Degree (Graduate Diploma; Th.M):
Written Assignment including Research Proposal (4000 words for 1.5 credits)

Focussing on ‘Changing Shape’ (Perrin) and two additional published research projects of your
choice, critique both the contributions and limitations of these works, including the methodologies
they adopt to explore emerging adult faith formation. Given the wider field and your own context,
describe how you might further explore the topic including rationale, proposed outcomes and the
methodology you would utilise.
You should demonstrate:
-

Thorough knowledge of the three publications and justification for their selection.
Ability to constructively critique them, with particular regards to the methodologies
selected by the authors.
An awareness of the wider literature and ‘gaps’ within the field.

-

In light of those, and your personal context, a consideration of what further research might
look like, including your rationale and designing a methodology appropriate for achieving
that.
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2019)
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