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Purpose: Almost all historical theologies were developed under pressure from the perceived 

inadequacy of existing ideas to deal with real problems or with a changing world. Those 

theologies are often systematized and taught in isolation from real-world events, and then we are 

expected to use them to understand the world around us. We must not only learn theology, but do 

theology in response to the mandates of our existence. In this course, we will use the world 

created and revealed by the novel coronavirus as a platform for crafting more adequate 

theological understandings of our ongoing crises and opportunities. 

 

This course will be a collaborative exploration, propelled by questions, motivated by existential 

rather than academic or philosophical concerns. We want to identify the things about the world 

revealed by COVID-19 for which meaning-making is critical. We want to look at the answers 

we’ve gotten to our questions about similar or related crises throughout our lives -- what we have 

received -- and ask what meaning we can make together out of those materials. Our teachers to 

this point have been our parents, our pastors, our teachers (perspectives given to us); our 

experience, our reason, our own reading of scripture and other texts, our conversation partners 

(perspectives developed autonomously). What is the state of our understanding? How healthy are 

our meanings? In what directions does the experience of the plague push us? 

 

Competence objectives: 

Students who successfully complete the course will be able to: 

● Relate concepts from a variety of theological perspectives to current crises 

● Identify the key facets of the current moment for which we need adequate meanings 

● Reflect theologically on the meanings given to us (from our socialization and our 

traditions) about current conditions 

● Reflect theologically on the meanings we’ve developed autonomously (from our 

experience and our thinking) about current conditions 

● Communicate a personal credo of meaning about aspects of the current moment, 

developed theologically 
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Texts: (Please pre-read before course begins) 

Required for all: 

● Josh Chatraw and Karen Swallow Prior, Cultural Engagement: A Crash Course in 

Contemporary Issues (Zondervan, 2019) 

Required for those seeking academic credit, recommended for others:  

● D. Stephen Long, Theology and Culture: A Guide to the Discussion (Cascade, 2008) 

● Carl Raschke, Critical Theology: Introducing an Agenda for an Age of Global Crisis 

(IVP Academic, 2016) 

 

Assignments: 

● Four (or Five) Questions: Each evening, before the next day’s class, submit answers to 

the assigned Four (or Five) Questions through the Canvas assignment. These answers 

will be used to build an agenda for the next class. 

● My Credo: Construct a personal statement of belief about at least three of the areas of 

crisis explored in the course, based on reflections you generated from class materials and 

discussions. Your credo should consist of at least 9 short statements (1-3 sentences each), 

each beginning with “I believe.” 

● For degree credit-seeking students only: 

○ Constructive theology paper: Write a paper elaborating on the theological basis 

for statement(s) from your credo. 

■ Basic degree: 1500-2000 words, at least 5 additional sources. Discuss the 

theological basis of one (or two closely-related) credo statement(s). 

Support, compare, and/or contrast your position with reference to at least 

two other major theological positions/authors. 

■ Advanced degree: 3000-4000 words, at least 15 additional sources. 

Discuss the theological basis of 2-3 credo statements. Support, compare, 

and/or contrast your positions with reference to at least five other major 

theological positions/authors. 

 

Class schedule: 

 

Monday: Introduction to theology of culture and relational theology; introduction to existential 

interrogation as a theological method 

● Introduction 

● Breakout groups:  

○ Creating a class agenda 

○ Aggregating participant knowledge 

● How to carry out an existential interrogation 

● Breakout groups: Existential interrogation practice 

● Taking stock 



Assignments for next class: 

Read: (items marked ** assigned only to credit-seeking students) 

 

Write: Answers to “Four (or Five) Questions” posted on Canvas 

 

Tuesday: Interrogating inequality and white supremacy 

● Reviewing class agenda and identified knowledge gaps 

● Breakout groups: Building daily agenda from student-generated questions 

● Whole-class discussion of selected questions 

● Breakout groups: Discussion of additional questions 

● Whole-class discussion of theological implications or discoveries 

● Taking stock 

Assignments for next class: 

Read: (items marked ** assigned only to credit-seeking students) 

Write: Answers to “Four (or Five) Questions” posted on Canvas 

 

Wednesday: Interrogating attitudes toward science and truth 

● Reviewing class agenda and identified knowledge gaps 

● Breakout groups: Building daily agenda from student-generated questions 

● Whole-class discussion of selected questions 

● Breakout groups: Discussion of additional questions 

● Whole-class discussion of theological implications or discoveries 

● Taking stock 

Assignments for next class: 

Read: (items marked ** assigned only to credit-seeking students) 

Write: Answers to “Four (or Five) Questions” posted on Canvas 

 

Thursday: Interrogating climate change and life online 

● Reviewing class agenda and identified knowledge gaps 

● Breakout groups: Building daily agenda from student-generated questions 

● Whole-class discussion of selected questions 

● Breakout groups: Discussion of additional questions 

● Whole-class discussion of theological implications or discoveries 

● Taking stock 

Assignments for next class: 

Read: (items marked ** assigned only to credit-seeking students) 

Write:  

1. Answers to “Final Four (or Five) Questions” posted on Canvas 

2. My Credo 

 



Friday: Interrogating pandemic theologies and avenues for hope 

● Reviewing class agenda and identified knowledge gaps 

● Breakout groups: Identifying takeaways 

● Whole-class discussion of selected takeaways 

● Breakout groups: Sharing credos 

● Whole-class discussion of theological implications or discoveries 

● Taking stock 
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