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Course Description 

 

PURPOSE: 

 

This course will explore the history of Christian churches in Canada and the United States.  The 

written histories of the churches will be studied in dialogue with the social context of such 

histories and the reflections of both church and context in popular culture.  The course will 

examine not only the writings and work of key church leaders but also at how the Christian faith 

was understood and lived by ordinary persons. The course will also give attention to those on the 

margins of power and their often-unwritten contributions. 

 

 

PREREQUISITES: None 

 

 

COMPETENCE OBJECTIVES:  

 

By the conclusion of the coursed, a student should be able to: 

• Identify key aspects of the history of Christianity in the United States and Canada. 

•  Demonstrate an understanding of the historical and social contexts at various points in 

time that have shaped the history, development, and self-understanding of various 

denominations. 

• Compare the relationship between church and state in Canada and the United States, 

noting the similarities and differences in the Canadian and American contexts in this 

regard, and the varying effects of that relationship on different denominations and 

religious traditions. 

• Show a growing awareness of the ways in which our history informs the contemporary 

ethos and mission of the Christian church in the United States and Canada. 

 

 

FORMAT AND CONTENT: 

 

This class meets weekly, on line, on Thursday afternoon for 3 hours during the Spring semester. 

 

Via Zoom, students participating synchronously will attend class, hear the lecture and participate 

in discussion during the class sessions.  
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Students participating asynchronously will follow the course through the recordings of the 

lectures and discussions. They will produce more weekly reflections in lieu of participating 

actively in the discussion sessions. 

 

TEXTS:  

 

Noll, Mark A. A History of Christianity in the United States and Canada. 2nd Edition. Grand 

Rapids, MI: William B Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2019. This text should be ordered from a 

local bookstore or an online bookstore such as Amazon or Chapters-Indigo. Sections of this text 

will be assigned for most class sessions. There will also be other readings for most class sessions. 

These other readings will be listed in the course outline, along with the means by which a student 

can access them. 

 

EXPECTATIONS, ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATIVE CRITERIA 

 

The expectations and assignments for all students doing this online course for credit toward a 

degree include:  

(a) Regular attendance (at least 80% of class sessions); 

(b) A final research paper on a topic (12-15 pages); this research paper will enable a student 

to explore at greater depth an aspect of one of the key competencies listed above. 

 

For students doing this online course synchronously for credit toward a degree: 

(c) Active and informed class participation in discussion concerning aspects of that week’s 

theme raised in the lecture or the assigned reading material. 

(d) Two short papers (1-2 pages) examining an aspect of one of the supplementary readings 

for each of two different weekly sessions during the term. The supplementary reading 

will be either a primary resource (i.e., a document from the period under discussion) or an 

article or book chapter by a later or a contemporary author reflecting upon an aspect of 

the theme for that class session. 

 

For students doing this online course asynchronously for credit toward a degree: 

(c) seven short papers (1-2 pages) examining an aspect of one of the supplementary readings 

for each of seven different weekly sessions during the term. The supplementary reading 

will be either a primary resource (i.e., a document from the period under discussion) or an 

article or book chapter by a later or contemporary author reflecting upon an aspect of the 

theme for that class session. 

 

For all Continuing Education Certificate students doing this online course: 

(a) Regular attendance (at least 80% of class sessions); 

 

For Continuing Education Certificate students doing this online course synchronously: 

(b) Active and informed class participation in discussion concerning aspects of that 

week’s theme raised in the lecture or the assigned reading material. 

(c) Four short papers (1-2 pages) examining an aspect of one of the supplementary 

readings for each of two different weekly sessions during the term. The 

supplementary reading will be either a primary resource (i.e., a document from the 

period under discussion) or an article or book chapter by a later or a contemporary 

author reflecting upon an aspect of the theme for that class session. 
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For Continuing Education Certificate students doing this online course asynchronously: 

(b) Seven short papers (1-2 pages) examining an aspect of one of the supplementary 

readings for each of two different weekly sessions during the term. The 

supplementary reading will be either a primary resource (i.e., a document from the 

period under discussion) or an article or book chapter by a later or a contemporary 

author reflecting upon an aspect of the theme for that class session. 

 

Further details for all assignments will be provided in the course syllabus. 


