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Course Description 

 

PURPOSE: This course considers the foundations of ethical thought and behaviour, stressing 

the importance of well-informed ways in which Christian life, thought, and action can serve the 

wider community. Our goal is to reach greater understanding of how one might cultivate moral 

being and deal with ethical dilemmas while helping others do the same in both secular and 

religious spheres. 

 

PREREQUISITES:  N/A 

 

COMPETENCE OBJECTIVES:  

This course will enable persons: 

− To explain the similarities and differences among the ethical theories used to navigate 

ethical discourse and decision-making; 

− To evaluate both philosophical and theological analysis in response to contemporary 

issues raised by life and death confronted in society; 

− To recognize and to reflect upon distinctive insights arising from particular social 

locations (i.e., ethnic, gender, and class locations; specific recognition of the insights of 

persons with disabling conditions); 

− To develop and to demonstrate thoughtful and engaged responses to those dilemmas and 

demands both we and our neighbours confront each day;  

− To describe how responses to the crises of everyday life might shape 

congregational/institutional life and how such responses might impact the greater society.  

 

To assess whether the competencies have been achieved, each student will be evaluated on: 

− verbal and written ability to articulate the principal themes and theses of required 

readings; 

− verbal and written ability to generate acute questions and constructive commentary 

reflecting thoughtful engagement with required readings and course learning experiences; 

− verbal ability to introduce and sustain a discussion related to Christian ethics as delimited 

by selected readings and supplementary sources; 

− written ability to state clearly the implications of theology and ethics for the 

contemporary context with its ethical challenges incumbent to the late modern milieu. 
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FORMAT AND CONTENT: 

For synchronous students, this class meets weekly on Thursday mornings for 3-hours during the 

Spring semester. Asynchronous students will participate in this class as respective schedules 

permit and in accord with expectations of contribution. 

 

For synchronous students, work in the course consists of classes including lectures, discussions 

and small group exercises and peer-led tutorials. Asynchronous students will participate through 

recordings of class and virtual activities. All expectations will be spelled out in the course 

syllabus.  

 

TEXTS:  

D Stephen Long, Christian Ethics: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2010). 

 

Michael Banner, The Ethics of Everyday Life (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014) 

 

Mary Zournazi and Rowan Williams, Justice and Love: A Philosophical Dialogue (London: 

Bloomsbury Academic, 2021). 

 

Additional select readings from journals and book chapters will be made available through 

Canvas or held on reserve at the Library. 

 

 

EXPECTATIONS, ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATIVE CRITERIA 

The expectations and assignments in this course include:  

 

active class participation in course readings and related discussions, peer-led tutorial presentation 

and discussion (supporting the development of the final research paper), a short paper (approx. 

750 to 1000 words) written as an opinion-editorial on an aspect of a particular moral issue of 

contemporary significance, and a research paper on a topic/question to be determined (2000-

2250 words).  

 

Details for all assignments will be provided in the syllabus. 

 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

David Ahearn and Peter Gathje, eds., Doing Right and Being Good: Catholic and Protestant 

Readings in Christian Ethics (Michael Glazier, 2005).  

 

Dorothy C. Bass, ed., Practicing our Faith: A Way of Life for a Searching People, 2nd. Ed. 

(Jossey-Bass, 2010)  

 

Lois K. Daley, ed., Feminist Theological Ethics: A Reader (Presbyterian Publishing, 1994).  

 

Miguel De La Torre, Doing Christian Ethics from the Margins (Orbis, 2004)  

 

Robin Gill, ed., The Cambridge Companion to Christian Ethics (Cambridge University Press, 

2006) 
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Stanley Hauerwas and Samuel Wells, eds., The Blackwell Companion to Christian Ethics 

(Blackwell, 2006) 

 

M. Therese Lysaught and Joseph Kotva ed., On Moral Medicine: Theological Explorations in 

Medical Ethics, 3rd ed. (Eerdmans, 2011).  

 

Samuel Wells, Christian Ethics: An Introductory Reader (Wiley Blackwell, 2010)  

 

Samuel Wells and Ben Quash, Introducing Christian Ethics (Wiley Blackwell, 2010)  

 

J. Philip Wogaman, Christian Ethics: A Historical Introduction, 2nd ed. (Westminster John 

Knox, 2011)  

 

J. Philip Wogaman, Douglas M. Strong, eds., Readings in Christian Ethics: A Historical 

Sourcebook (Westminster John Knox, 1996) 

 


