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January Intensive 2021 
Mon – Weds January 11-13, 2:00 to 5:30 pm 
Sessional Instructor: The Rev. Cari Copeman-Haynes 
Email: revcarich@icloud.com 
Phone: 604-716-4651 
 
PURPOSE:   

One of the most powerful ways a community of faith expresses its call from God and identity in the 
world is through its liturgical practice. A congregation’s articulation of the vision of God’s purpose for 
its communal life is mediated through its liturgy. Strong, theologically rooted worship supports robust 
relationships and powerful ministry. 

The identity of the United Church of Canada is rooted in the reformed tradition and also in the 
contextually relevant (and therefore diverse) ways our people know and praise God. Evident in United 
Church worship and spiritual practice are both respect for the tradition that has formed us and also 
commitment to renewal of that tradition with creative expression that is inclusive and accessible. 

In this course we will supplement students’ understanding of the foundations of liturgy by exploring 
worship traditions and practice within the United Church of Canada. The course will prepare students 
for worship leadership with a combination of hands-on practice, planning and preparation of liturgy, as 
well as reflection on the theological currents that undergird our choices of language, music, gesture 
and aesthetics in worship leadership. 

PREREQUISITES:   

There are no course prerequisites although LS 500 Introduction to Christian Worship (or similar) is 
advisable. It is strongly recommended that students are currently rooted in a United Church 
worshipping community for the purpose of observation, reflection and practice of worship leadership. 

COMPETENCE OBJECTIVES: 

Competence will be demonstrated through a student’s capacity to: 

• Communicate knowledge of the history, theology and “forms” of United Church worship 

• Situate their understanding of United Church liturgical practice within the broader Christian 
tradition 

• Demonstrate the ability to draw connections between liturgical practice and pastoral theology 

• Articulate the personal and communal theology that undergirds liturgical choices, and reflect 
on the intersection of the two 

• Demonstrate familiarity with resources used for worship planning, including music and 
hymnody resources 

• Demonstrate the ability to attend to the many variables at play in preparing and leading 
worship 

FORMAT and CONTENT: 

This course will explore the history of United Church worship, including a review of primary and 
secondary sources, and reflection on the theology implicit in current liturgical practice. Using “ordered 
liberty” as a primary model for the liturgical identity of the United Church of Canada, we will review 
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the sacraments, funeral/memorial services, and Sunday worship (including preaching, music selection, 
the matter of inclusive language, and aesthetics in worship). Students will explore the rhythms of the 
liturgical year and the use of the Revised Common Lectionary and reflect on the ‘dialogue’ between 
congregation, minister (and musician!) in liturgical practice. 

This course is a 10 hour intensive held over three days (Monday through Wednesday) from 2 pm to 
5:30 pm and is a 1.0 credit denominational studies course. 

Students are required to have read Kervin Ordered Liberty, and “Sacraments and Sacramentality” as 
well as the Caron, Sparks and Springer chapters prior to the week of the intensive. Review of and 
familiarity with other materials in the Bibliography is encouraged. 

TEXTS: 

Caron, Charlotte. “Criteria for Just Worship Practices” in Eager for Worship: Theologies, Practices, and 
Perspectives on Worship in the United Church of Canada. Toronto: UCC Division of Ministry Personnel 
and Education, 2000. [Final chapter available on CANVAS. Entire book on hold at the VST Library.] 

Kervin, William S. Ordered Liberty: Readings in the History of United Church Worship. Toronto, UCPH 
2011. [Order online at UCPH or purchase/borrow from a previous student.] 

Kervin, William S. “Sacraments and Sacramentality in The United Church of Canada,” in The Theology of 
The United Church of Canada. Schweitzer, Don, Robert C. Fennell and Michael Bourgeois, Eds. 
Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2019. [Ebook available through the VST Library.] 

Sparks, David. “What Makes For a Good Funeral?” in A Good Ending: A Compassionate Guide to 
Funerals, Pastoral Care, and Life Celebrations. Toronto: UCPH, 2014. [Chapter 14 available on CANVAS. 
Entire book on hold at the VST Library.] 

Springer, Janice Jean. “Practice #2: Consider What Happens to the Energy,” in Nurturing Spiritual Depth 
in Christian Worship: Ten Practices. San Jose, CA: Resource Publications, Inc., 2009. [Second chapter 
available on CANVAS. Entire book worth the purchase.] 

 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Barthel, Alan, David R. Newman, Paul Scott Wilson (editor). A Guide to Sunday Worship in the United 
Church of Canada. Toronto: UCPH, 1988. [On hold at VST Library.] 

Baskette, Molly Phinney. Standing Naked Before God: The Art of Public Confession. Cleveland: The 
Pilgrim Press, 2015. [Baskette is a United Church of Christ (USA) minister, whose reflection on the role 
of confession of sin and how deepening that practice in her community of faith transformed the 
congregation and “saved our church’s life.” I have suggested to the VST Library that they purchase this 
e-book.] 

Celebrate God’s Presence: A Book of Services for The United Church of Canada. Etobicoke: UCPH, 2000. 
[Our bread and butter!] 

Harding, Thomas, and Bruce Harding. Patterns of Worship in The United Church of Canada 1925-1987. 
Toronto: 1996. [On hold at VST Library.] 
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MacLauchlan, Brenda. Just Language: A Guide to Inclusive Language in The United Church of Canada. 
Etobicoke: UCC Division of Mission in Canada, 1997. 

More Voices: Supplement to Voices United. Toronto: UCPH, Kelowna: Woodlake Publishing, Louisville: 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2007. 

Sparks, David. A Good Ending: A Compassionate Guide to Funerals, Pastoral Care, and Life Celebrations. 
Toronto: UCPH, 2014. [A very comprehensive text covering almost every angle in terms of ministry to 
the dying and to their families. On hold at VST Library.] 

Springer, Janice Jean. Nurturing Spiritual Depth in Christian Worship: Ten Practices. San Jose, CA: 
Resource Publications, Inc., 2009. [Springer is a United Church of Christ (USA) minister, who offers 
excellent reflection on the integrative practices which deepen peoples’ experience of worship.] 

Voices United: Hymns and Worship Book of The United Church of Canada. Etobicoke: UCPH, 1996.  

 

COURSE POLICIES:  

1. Attendance  
For an intensive course, VST requires 100% attendance.  
2. Reading and assignments  

Students are expected to read all required assignments before class and to complete all assignments as 
outlined in the syllabus within the specified dates of the course and term.  

3. Academic honesty  

Students are expected to adhere to VST’s requirements for academic honesty as published in the 
Student Handbook.  

4. Inclusive language  

In speaking and writing, inclusive language is expected when making reference to humans and a variety 
of metaphors are anticipated when making reference to God.  

5. Assignment and Course Evaluation  

Course evaluations at VST combine a letter grade system (A+ to B-; course failure is “Not Approved”) 
including narrative comments based on the competencies of the course. No number grades or weights 
of assignments are calculated, nor are final grades given numerical equivalents.  

6. Late assignments  
Submission of assignments on time is a part of academic, professional and pastoral competence and a 
part of every course at VST. All assignments in courses are due on the dates specified in the syllabus. 
Failure to submit an assignment on time will be noted in the narrative evaluation of an assignment. 
Repeated failure to submit assignments on time may affect the final grade for the course.  
7. Limitation on use of social media  
Ordinarily, the use of electronic devices in the contexts of classrooms or meetings will be to support 
the learning, formation, or agenda at hand.  
8. Support 
VST is committed to creating safe space and an inclusive learning environment. If you have a diagnosed 
or suspected learning disability, chronic condition, mental health concern, or physical requirement 
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which you anticipate may impact your participation in this class, you are encouraged to discuss your 
needs with the instructor and the Dean within the first week of classes.  
9. Visibility on Zoom 
Synchronous distance students are ordinarily required to be visible on the screen (via Zoom) during 
class time. 
10.  Recording in Class 
Any course taught via Zoom technology is both audio and video recorded and posted on a password 
protected site for students enrolled in the class. In no case may the Zoom recording or part of the 
recording be used by students for any other use, either personal or commercial. Further, students may 
make their own audio recording of a lecture in class only with the explicit permission in advance of the 
instructor. Students may only make such recordings for their personal use. Permission for any other 
use must also be sought in advance from the instructor. Nevertheless, in all such cases, the instructor 
retains the copyright of all such material.  
 
EXPECTATIONS, ASSIGNMENTS and EVALUATIVE CRITERIA: 

Students are expected to prepare for and participate in class discussions. Evaluative criteria: comments 
and questions show adequate preparation, an understanding of the assigned readings and/or 
exercises, and a readiness to apply interpretive approaches to the readings. 

The final assignment for this course will entail the full preparation of three liturgies: baptism, 
communion and a memorial/funeral service (excluding preaching/eulogizing). With each liturgy 
submitted (either in written form or as a recording or video of the actual service, if possible) a one-
page reflection on the student’s understanding of the theology undergirding that particular liturgical 
occasion will accompany it. (Where is God in this moment, with this community of faith, and how is 
that reflected in the liturgy submitted?) 


