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Fall Term 2020 

 

Purpose:  People entering into leadership in the Anglican Church need to have an understanding 

of how things work in our particular denomination (or at least how they are supposed to work); 

they have to know something about the nature and limits of the authority they will be granted and 

the expectations and responsibilities attached to the roles of Bishop, Priest, Deacon and Laity in 

the Church. But prior to taking on roles and functions, there is a need to recognize the role of the 

Holy Spirit calling us into relationship with Christ, giving us a sense of direction and purpose, 

linking us with the Body of Christ and with the mission of the Body to the world.   It is after all 

the Spirit that creates the Church, and the Spirit that motivates our efforts to serve the world in the 

name of Christ. 

 

This three-credit course will explore the nature, motivations and practices of ministry and mission 

in Anglicanism.  We will explore the relationship between the Holy Spirit, vocation, ministry, 

ecclesiology and the Missio Dei.   

 

Competence Objectives: Those completing this class successfully will demonstrate familiarity 

with specific aspects of Anglican organization, authority, governance, and modes of ministry; be 

able to discuss the history, development and current place of mission in the life of the Anglican 

Church; demonstrate an awareness of the importance of canonical guidelines and an aptitude for 

decision-making in parish situations which require specific canonical parameters.  They will 

develop a better understanding of what it means to interact with and serve the world around them; 

gain an ability to articulate why we as a church exist and what we uniquely offer, and be able to 

articulate the importance and even urgency of church growth and evangelism. 

 

Students will develop their own specifically Anglican theology and spirituality of ministry and 

gain a clearer sense of their own identity as servants of God and of the people of God.  Students 

will be encouraged to work on their awareness of themselves in context via the establishment of a 

learning covenant and reminders of the accountability required by RFM criteria as well as 

denominational standards, expectations and competencies. 

 

Prerequisites:  Open to Anglican students in the M.Div. and DADS programs only (unless by 

permission of the Instructor).   Since this is a 600-level course, ideally students will have already 

completed PT500, TH500 and a course in scripture, if these are required in their programs, prior 

to taking this class.     

Required texts:   



Paul Avis, The Anglican Understanding of the Church, SPCK, 2000 

Paul Avis, A Ministry Shaped by Mission, Bloomsbury T&T Clark, 2005 

The Anglican Communion Office, The Principles of Canon Law Common to the Churches of the 

Anglican Communion, The Anglican Consultative Council, 2008 (available online at: 

http://www.anglicancommunion.org/media/124862/AC-Principles-of-Canon Law.pdf) 

 

The two books will be available at VST library and copies are being ordered to the UBC bookstore.   

 

Other required reading (articles, etc.) will be posted to the VST Canvas site for this course. 

 

ASSIGNMENTS: 

 

There will be one in-class presentation and a closed-book, in-class quiz required of each student, 

as well as a final paper. 

 

Assessment and approval (or non-approval) is based on the combination of informed participation 

in class discussions, comprehension and retention of what is taught in the sessions, in-class 

assignments and the written assignment and subsequent interview.  VST’s Readiness for Ministry 

criteria always factor into formation courses. 

 

The written assignments must indicate reading and understanding of assigned texts and 

supplementary reading, as well as signs that they have integrated what has been presented in class. 

 

If you do not have a print version of the required text:  check with VST Library re. reserved and 

electronic copies/access.  Note: for citations in assignments, make use of the print copy in the 

Library, as electronic versions often do not align or do not have page references period.  If you 

must use an electronic copy exclusively, at least provide  chapter and heading references. 

 


