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VANCOUVER, BC. April 2, 2020. Vancouver School of Theology teaches its students to work 
together with all people of good will for the good of the world. We believe where congregations 
and leaders are able to work with all their neighbours for the flourishing of human life and the 
planet – on matters like housing, food security, prejudice and the warming of the globe – there 
we are serving God’s reconciling mission. In times of scarce resources and polarized politics this 
is easy to forget.

Stressed congregations can substitute survival strategy for mission that engages the world God 
loves. A solid theology of the church of Jesus Christ indicates that it is birthed for mission to the 
world. The Vancouver School of Theology (VST) is establishing the Congregational Flourishing 
through Community Engagement initiative which will gather educational, leadership, program 
and practical resources that will catalyze mission (the raison d’etre of the church) for the renewal 
of congregations. 

Coupled with its own resources, the launch of this 
initiative is made possible through a generous 
grant of $192,000 USD ($270,000 CDN) by the 
M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust, a Vancouver, 
Washington based organization. The Trust serves 
individuals, families and communities across the 
Pacific Northwest, including British Columbia 
through grantmaking, enrichment programs 
and convenings that strengthen the region’s 
educational, social, spiritual and cultural base in 
ways that are innovative and sustainable. 

Vital churches have vital engagement with the 
community: that is, a mission that animates the life 
of the church in the service of God for the sake of the world. Too many congregations engage 
in survival tactics. Buildings and land are sold, space is leased, not with mission and ministry in 
mind, but survival. “We can last a few more years if we lease, build, downsize or space share.” 
Often there is no telos, no goal, no mission in mind other than life-support. Leading theological 
educator Greg Jones makes the point that “we have become preoccupied with the “what” and 
the “how” and have lost the power of “why”: we have lost sight of the End.” Partners chosen, 
and plans accepted often reveal an actuarial reading of the life and times of God’s people, not 
theological and mission interpretation born of the gospel.

The purpose of the project is to connect parched leaders and congregations to best practice 
leaders, programs, congregations, printed resources, research and workshops for thorough-
going mission in the service of Christ. VST looks to collaborate and support denominational 
initiatives and big humane movements in the world that are directed at the flourishing of all 
creation through information gathering and sharing and real-life experience. 

This initiative will be coordinated and inspired by a practitioner-leader of demonstrated 
competence, connection, curiosity and care to inventory internal and external resources crucial 
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(R-L) Victor Kim, Richard Topping, Shari Coltart, Tom Berekoff, and John 
Franklin met in November to discuss VST’s application to the Murdock 
Trust for funding to support Congregational Vitality through Community 
Engagement.
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to congregational vitality through mission, to engage in relevant research with our faculty and 
other scholars and to share these resources with our denominational partners and the larger 
ecumenical constituency for the sake of congregations renewed through service to their 
communities.

About the M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust
The Murdock Trust invests in transformational ideas. Since its formation in 1975, the Murdock 
Trust has supported over 3000 organizations, through more than 6700 grants. It is known for 
helping to build relationships for the common good. The Murdock Trust works with purpose and 
enthusiasm, with creativity and grace. It believes in projects that teach, nurture and develop; 
organizations that declare “what if” and ask “why not?”; and programs that bridge cultures, 
beliefs and generations. The Murdock Trust is drawn to pursuits that rebuild and renew, innovate 
and transform, and strengthen and inspire in service of families and individuals. The Murdock 
Trust is known to dig in deep, shoulder to shoulder, helping nonprofits sharpen their approach 
and sustain their mission. Because when a powerful idea fulfills its promise, lives are changed, 
communities thrive and our region prospers. The M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust was founded by 
an innovative, entrepreneurial leader Melvin J. “Jack” Murdock, co-founder of Tektronix, Inc. 

For a listing of grants issued by the Murdock Trust, please see:  
https://murdocktrust.org/grants-awarded/

About VST
The Vancouver School of Theology’s primary mandate is to educate and form thoughtful, 
engaged and generous Christian leaders for the church in the 21st century. Among theological 
schools in North America, VST is viewed as a change agent and an innovator for the church. 
As an affiliated college of the University of British Columbia, VST is now ranked in the top 50 
globally, placing it among the top 10% of all theological schools. VST is also in the top 10 of 
the most improved theological schools. VST was also recently recognized by InTrust Magazine 
as one of six theological schools making bold transformative moves to engage the radically 
changing academic environment. 

The Vancouver School of Theology welcomes students from many Christian communions, 
other faith traditions and Indigenous communities, while celebrating its core relationships with 
the Anglican Church of Canada, the Presbyterian Church in Canada and the United Church of 
Canada.

The Vancouver School of Theology acknowledges that the land on which they are located is the 
traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the xwməθkwəyəm (Musqueam) People.

Contact: Richard Topping 
Principal and Professor of Studies in the Reformed Tradition
Vancouver School of Theology 
6015 Walter Gage Road, Vancouver, BC Canada, V6T 1Z1 
richardt@vst.edu • 604-822-9808


