
Indigenous Studies Program, Summer (Virtually) at the 
Vancouver School of Theology  

Session 1: 9am-noon, July 6-10, 2020  

Course website: __________________________________Dr. Randy Woodley 
(Portland Seminary/George Fox University)  

First Contacts in Contexts (HISX600)  

The Vancouver School of Theology, ISP, & the course instructor acknowledge that VST is 
situated on the traditional territory of the Musqueam people. We are grateful to them 
for keeping this land and these waters in a good way from (Western historical) time 
immemorial, and further acknowledge the current residents of this area owe them 
much more than a debt of gratitude. 

Course Description:  

This course explores the arrival of Christianity in North America, considering both the 
pre-contact Indigenous landscape and the forms of faith which Christian missionaries 
brought with them. Framed through the lens of a post-colonial missiology, this 
course is intended to set up a conversation between Indigenous experience and 
Christian faith. Any understanding of Indigenous Christianity should include the 
values in which a community embodies their faith at the local level. One of these 
traditional Indigenous values is orality or narrative. Through conversation and 
research, co-learners will collect and record their memories of the individuals, 
institutions, and rituals, both Native and Euro-American that have shaped the identity 
of their community and their faith communities and their tribal origin stories. “First 
Contacts in Contexts” adopts two approaches for doing this. First, centered on case 
studies from across the United States and Canada, students will examine their origin 
stories and Indigenous-Christian encounters in historical perspective using primary 
documents, interpretative literature, and personal reflection. Second, co-learners will 
engage in an oral history project of each student’s context and explore its 
relationship to the manifestation of Christianity at the community level. Co-learners 
should research their own community’s origin stories and first contacts with 
Christianity, both written and oral, prior to arriving the course at VST. 

Rev. Dr. Randy Woodley, (PhD) United Keetoowah Band Cherokee (legal 
descendant); Distinguished Professor of Faith and Culture and Director of Indigenous 
and Intercultural Studies at Portland Seminary; Co-founder, NAIITS (North American 
Institute for Indigenous Theological Studies), Co-Sustainer with his spouse, Edith 
(Eastern Shoshone), Eloheh Indigenous Center for Earth Justice. www.eloheh.org  

http://www.eloheh.org/


Competency Objectives 
At the conclusion of the course co-learners should be able to demonstrate the 
following competencies: 

• Articulate the story of contact with Christianity in North America 

• Interpret the phenomenon of the Christian story in the context of their own 
community 

• Engage the Christian story critically  

• Articulate a vision going forward in the relationship between Christianity and 
indigenous communities  

• Describe the ways in which faith is embodied or expressed at the 
community/cultural level both pre- and post-contact in the co-learner's home 
community.  

• Identify several of the people, institutions and rituals that influenced the 
community after contact.  

• Situate the circumstances of contact and missionary influence within the 
larger North American (or Hawaiian) context and the forces at play 
internationally during that time.  

• Present an oral history of the impact and effects of first contact on the co-
learner’s context. 
 

Pre-Course Activities: (If you read and view these ahead of time, you will only need to 
skim them during the course for discussions. Note: the research must be done prior 
to coming to the class sessions) 
 
Required Prior Research: 
Discover whose land you live on. What are their creation stories, and/or what are 
your own tribal creation stories? You must learn one creation story and bring the 
story to share with us on Day 5. Practice telling it. You may not read the story. This 
activity, and your critique of it, is your final project.  
 
Also, discover what are the stories of first contact in your area and/or among your 
people? What can you find out about the first Indigenous Christians in your area 
and/or your tribe? Who were they? What effects did their conversion have on the 
church? the tribe? the society? What are the circumstances of their life and death? 
 
Readings:  
-George Tinker,  Missionary Conquest: The Gospel and Native American Cultural 
Genocide, Fortress Press, 1993. 
-Randy Woodley and Bo Sanders, Decolonizing Evangelicalism: An 11:59pm 
Conversation, Wipf & Stock, 2020.  
 
 
 



View:  
-America Before Columbus https://youtu.be/F-WdMD4HaxQ 
-Charles C. Mann:1492 Before and After https://youtu.be/bghLhJ-c8os 
-Before Columbus (Native American Documentary) Timeline 
https://youtu.be/bR_bmsrwG68  
 
Daily Learning Plan 
 
DAY 1 
Topics Covered: 
-Orientation to the course 
-Beginning Circle 
-Land Acknowledgement (Watch Together) 
http://www2.moa.ubc.ca/musqueamteachingkit/video2.php 
-Introduction to concepts of cultural context 
-Indigenous communities at the time of Pre-contact 
-General themes of Indigenous values and spirituality 
 
Assignment: Read Tinker Chapters 1 & 2 and then choose 2 readings from the 
following (non-MDiv co-learners may read 1 and 1): 

• Henry Budd/ (Cree/Métis): 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/budd_henry_10E.html  

• Kahkewaquonaby/Peter Jones (Mississauga): 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/jones_peter_8E.html   

• Nahnebahwequay/Catherine Sutton (Mississauga): 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/nahnebahwequay_9E.html   

• Shahwundais/John Sunday (Mississauga): 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/shah_wun_dais_10E.html   

• Sister Marguerite Marie/Sara Riel (Métis): 
http://esask.uregina.ca/entry/riel_sara_1848-83.html    

• Sowengiski/Henry Bird Steinhauer (Anishinabe/Ojibwa): 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/steinhauer_henry_bird_11 E.html   

• Omushkegowak (Swampy Cree) ca 19th-20th century: Louis Bird with George 
Fulford (interviewer), “Indian Sickness” (#0123-Our Voices), 15 April 2003. 
Listen to Louis Bird tell the story or read the transcription (14 pages): 
http://www.ourvoices.ca/index/ourvoices-story- action/id.0123   

 
DAY 2 
Topics Covered: 
READING Discussion: Tinker, Chapters 1 and 2 and other readings 
-General themes of Indigenous values and spirituality (continued) 
-Indigenous communities at the time of Contact 

https://youtu.be/F-WdMD4HaxQ
https://youtu.be/bghLhJ-c8os
https://youtu.be/bR_bmsrwG68
http://www2.moa.ubc.ca/musqueamteachingkit/video2.php
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/budd_henry_10E.html
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/jones_peter_8E.html
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/nahnebahwequay_9E.html
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/shah_wun_dais_10E.html
http://esask.uregina.ca/entry/riel_sara_1848-83.html
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/steinhauer_henry_bird_11%20E.html
http://www.ourvoices.ca/index/ourvoices-story-%20action/id.0123


-Europe at the time of contact 
-Timeline of contact with Christianity 
-The denominations: who came to North America- where, why and how? 
-Colonialism: What is it? How is religion historically related to it? 
Assignment: Read Woodley/Sanders, Forward, Introduction, Chapter 1. 
 
Day 3 
Topics Covered: 
READING Discussion: Woodley/Sanders, Forward, Introduction, Chapter 1. 
-Reception of Christianity by First Nations peoples  
-What should a missiological meeting point look like? 
-How does North American mission to Indigenous peoples resemble and differ from 
earlier understandings of Christian mission? 
-What is the effect of colonization on Mother Earth? 
Assignment: Tinker, Chapters 3 and 6 and Woodley article, “The Fullness Thereof: 
how Indigenous worldviews offer hope to a besieged planet” 
https://sojo.net/magazine/may-2019/fullness-thereof  

 
Day 4 
Topics Covered: 
READING Discussion: Tinker, Chapters 3 and 6 and Woodley article 
-Relationship between mission and assimilation 
-Residential Schools; TRC; differences between Canada and the US 
-Ceremonial Prayer Together 
Read Poem Together, “Once You Were Children, Now you Are Warriors” 
https://boardingschoolhealing.org/once-your-were-children-now-you-are-warriors/ 
View Video/Song “Say Your Name” Keith Secola 
https://boardingschoolhealing.org/healing/healing-voices-movement/ 
Invitation to share or hear Residential School Stories 
-What might healing look like in light of history and as spoken from the Christian and 
Indigenous lens? 
Assignment: Woodley/Sanders Chapters 2-4 and Concluding Remarks (non-M.Div co-
learners need not read chapters 2 and 3)  
 
Day 5 
Topics Covered: 
-Indigenous Shalom or Harmony Way 
-Decolonization and reflections on where to go from here 
-Co-learner PRESENTATIONS: Share your creation story and reflect on it. What do you 
see, hear, feel is in the story? Also share first contacts with Christianity in your 
community, what happened? Does Christianity have a place in indigenous life and 
communities? Why/Why not?  
 

https://sojo.net/magazine/may-2019/fullness-thereof
https://boardingschoolhealing.org/once-your-were-children-now-you-are-warriors/
https://boardingschoolhealing.org/healing/healing-voices-movement/

