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Principal’s Report to Convocation:

May We Be Love
B

eloved Graduates, honoured guests, friends all - good
evening. It is my deep privilege to welcome you to
the 39th annual Convocation of Vancouver School of
Theology. Tonight we gather to celebrate the accomplishments
of 31 graduates, the contribution of the family and friends who
have supported them, and the work of VST, the school which
many years ago they chose to companion their sojourn into
theological education. Tonight we look up from the daily-ness
of everyday challenges, past papers, exams and competency
assessment, not to invigilate, but to congratulate, to celebrate,
to commemorate the astonishing accomplishments this hour
represents. Well done good and faithful servants.

INSIDE

o f  T h e o l o g y
V a n c o u v e r  S ch o o l

Perspectives

by Wendy Fletcher

Who will the class of 2010 be in our churches? Who will they be in
the world? How will we know them? What sign, what word, what
work will distinguish them?

May we struggle in love, serve in love,
worship in love, pray in love.
Recently I randomly encountered a text written in 1908. This
text was written by a spiritual leader whose name was Frank
Bartleman. He was the man heralded as the leader of something
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which has become known as the Azuza Street revivals,
in the Los Angeles of the early 20th century. His writings
tell the story of what happened in the heart of urban LA
when people were seized by what he called the “rapture
of radical love”. His writings tell the story of a people
overwhelmed by the immensity of God’s grace, a people
who experienced the immediate outpouring of God’s
reconciling love in their midst, a love which changed
everything and everyone it touched.

how it was that this group seized with a previously
unexperienced and unanticipated Pentecost passion,
how a group overwhelmed by strange and unpredictable
love was able to recognize the handprint of God. He
writes, “When the community lived welcome of each other
we knew God was with us. When voices were raised in
judgment, critique and rejection because of perceived
differences of whatever kind, we knew it was not God
who led us.”

In his writings, Bartleman reflected extensively on

There is something embedded in that Pentecostal
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We surrender to the rythmns of God’s
many-faceted claim upon our lives.
pastor’s sight which speaks to the meaning of a VST education.
To encounter the other as beloved beyond any difference, to
recognize God as the lover of all through and beyond difference,
to understand the gospel’s intention as mercy, welcome and love
which transfigures is to touch the meaning of a VST education.
Through the best of inter-disciplinary scholarship, the most
rigorous, critical rendering of our texts and traditions, the
courageous exploration of new ways of leading, and the whole
person leaning toward a life lived in God, a VST education in the
end draws itself toward that moment, that space where we see
that God is love, and that we as God’s disciples are invited beyond
all difference, and in all of our differences, to live that meaning.
Our journey with the class of 2010 has taught us many things.
In the years that these companions have been with us, we have
redirected our compass as a result of the dialogue of learning
which has unfolded. We have imagined new ways of living well
with our work:
• We have enjoyed and strengthened our partnership with St.
Andrew’s Hall;
• We have adapted our curriculum and refined our competency
evaluation to include a new system of measures for expressing
learning outcomes;
• We have begun new ways of living formation through our
mentor groups and our communal eating and praying;
• We have launched Iona Pacific, our new inter-religious Centre
for social action, research and contemplative practice, as
an opportunity for fresh engagement with the world at the
intersection of life and religious discourse.
As we turn our eyes toward the next chapter in the school’s story,
we draw on what we have learned and anticipate God’s new day
with innovations soon to be celebrated:
• This summer our long-time partner the Native Ministries
Consortium will celebrate its 25th anniversary, marking a
significant moment in the story of euro-descent and first
nations relations in this country;
• In celebration of our First Nations and inter-religious work we
begin this fall to offer new degree programs in inter-religious
and indigenous studies;
• This fall for the first time ever VST degree students in financial
need will be able to apply for 100% tuition support through
a combined bursary and work study plan; as well, both
international and Canadian students may now study at VST
on the same fee schedule;
• In the upcoming academic year persons who desire a VST
education will be able to access our programs in a variety of

Chancellor Louise Rolston, Musqueam Elder Ruth Adams, Principal Wendy Fletcher.
diversified formats, including on site extension education and
new web-based delivery modes.
Recently I had a dream. My daughter and I were driving along a
beautiful but rugged ocean coastline. On the side of road, along
the ocean side, we saw what appeared to be the ancient ruin
of a church. We stopped our car and climbed out to explore.
As I approached the edge of the ruins, I saw that it was not a
ruin at all. It was a lovely, smooth sandstone wall, tall and long
stretching wide along the edge of the ocean. At set intervals along
the wall were elegant gothic windows, clear and bright—through
those windows the sun rose and that astonishing, brilliant light
that illumines the sky and ignites the spirit shone. And I saw – this
church was not a ruin at all – it was a lovely, long, wide window
opening to beauty, a window on the Divine. I was transfigured
in my encounter with that beauty.
summer 2010
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Mary Fontaine and Barbara Shoomski
moment, perched on the precipice of Easter’s illumination which
sends us, and the promise of Pentecost which summons us.
Standing on this road, pressed along the cusp of unknown
futures, we surrender to the rythmns of God’s many-faceted
claim upon our lives. And just as the light, that fractures and
bends itself as it strikes the pane of coloured glass becomes
a new thing, a widely flung rainbow thing – we turn toward the
world and diffuse our beauty as an offering and a hope: a VST
offering to God, the churches and the world.
Beloved graduates, as you make your way in the garden of God,
may you know yourselves to be not alone: 38 years of prior VST
graduates have gone ahead of you, more than 85 prior years of
graduates from our predecessor schools go before them. They
wait there for you in the world, some in body and others now only
in spirit: a legacy of love, a dream for tomorrow.
My friends, may each of us: those who labour yet at VST, those
who move to new ground, those who dwell on other ground
……may we be overwhelmed by the love from which we come.

Dr. Barbara Brown Taylor
And then I saw that at the far end of this wall of illumination there
was a small enclosed space, a shelter where people, in small
groups, could gather in peace and protection to pray. As I lifted
my eyes toward heaven, an eagle rose from that gathering space
and flew up, strong and high over the wide open water.
My friends, what road do we travel? We might say that two roads
meet in us this night: tonight we find ourselves in a milestone
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May we struggle in love, serve in love, worship in love, pray in
love, that our hearts in the end might be broken open over and
over again by the transfiguring meaning of the renewing love of
God – unto our life’s end – to the glory of God and for the sake
of the world God loves. May it be so. n
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Year End Awards 2009-10
Graduating Class Awards

The Professor S. Vernon Fawcett Prize
in Hebrew Bible

The Angus MacMillian Grant
Prize in Preaching

Rilla Barrett

The George R. Gordon Prize for Biblical
History and Literature

The Ethel Ruth Erb Memorial
Scholarship for proficiency in
ministry or pastoral work

The Kate Cairns Scholarship for
academic excellence

Ka Hyun Shin

The Chown Memorial Prize in Divinity
for distinction in the
Master of Divinity program

Beatrice Marovich

The Dr. Gladys Storey Cunningham
Memorial Scholarship for an
outstanding female graduating student
Kathleen Edmunds &
Caroline Penhale

The Daniel McPherson Scholarship for
excellence in the graduating year
Margaret Miller

The Albert H. Morrison Bursary for a
graduating student preparing for postgraduate studies
Kerri Mesner

The W. Evan and Christina J. Fullerton
Bursary for a graduating student
about to be ordained
Woldy Sosnowsky

Prizes awarded in Biblical
Studies
The Rev. Dr. Robert Robinson Morrison
Prize in New Testament studies
James Magee

Margaret Miller

Paul Thiessen &

Prizes awarded in Historical
and Theological Studies
The Rev. Dr. Kosaburo Shimizu Prize in
Reformation History and Church History
Nathan Wright

The Rev. Dr. Francis and Mrs. Sarah
Runnals Award in Church History
William Ferrey

The Ezra Allen Osterhout Prize
in Christian Ethics
Sharon Proske

The Greg Dayton Award in
Theological Studies
Murray Speer &

Chelsea Masterman

Prizes awarded in the
Theology and Practice
of Ministry
The George David Harrison Memorial
Prize in Pastoral Theology and
Educational Ministry
Yasuyuki Kuwahara

Lori Megley-Best

Andy Kuo &
Karen Bridges

The Henrietta Dewolfe Prize for
excellence in studies of church mission
Janette McIntosh

The John Cynddlan Sibley Memorial
Prize in the Mission of the
Church and Society
Michael Politano-Bowles

The Rev. George and Mabel Fallis Prize
for excellence in Pastoral Theology
Julie Lees

The Edmond C. Traves Scholarship
in Field Education
Alain Michel Rocheleau

The Sophia Augusta Doherty Bursary
for exemplary work in
cross-cultural integration
Ming–Goo Kang &
Leah Yoo

Entering Year Award
The Alumni Association Prize for general
proficiency in the first year
MaryAnn Amor
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A Gala Time at VST

+

Alumni Dinner • Dedication of Meditative Garden • Convocation • G. Peter Kaye Lectures
Three days of festivities at VST began with the dedication of the
meditative garden south of the Epiphany Chapel on Sunday,
May 9 (see story on page 12). The dedication was followed by
a dinner for alumni. Becoming an annual event, almost 100
former graduates gathered in the auditorium of the Chapel to
share a meal and fellowship. From the auditorium they moved
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to the Chapel for the first lecture of the G. Peter Kaye Lecture
series, delivered by Barbara Brown Taylor. Always a thoughtful,
provocative and popular speaker, Dr. Taylor drew a full crowd to
lectures and workshop over the three days. On Monday evening
she addressed the graduands at the 39th Convocation. n
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VST awards the degree of Doctor of Divinity, honoris causa
to the Rev. M. Jean Morris and Derek G. Evans
Jean Morris is currently Vice President,
Spirituality and Pastoral Care Services
for Bethany Care Society, one of Western
Canada’s largest not-for-profit providers
of health, housing and support services
for seniors and persons with disabilities.
Leading a team of lay and clergy chaplains,
along with pastoral volunteers, Jean reaches
beyond the walls of our churches to provide
ministry to over 1,300 residents and clients.
Jean came to this vital work after a happy
and effective ministry at Varsity Acres
Presbyterian Church, Calgary, and presently
serves as minister in association with Grace
Presbyterian Church, also of that city. She
provides leadership at presbytery, synod and
national levels of The Presbyterian Church in

Canada, and has led workshops, retreats and
conferences in the ecumenical community
also, with great acclaim.

Derek G. Evans is a philosopher who
can actually gets things done, a peace
activist who has directly helped reduce
world conflict, a human rights worker who
has saved lives, a person of deep, Christian
faith that leads him into communion with
many faiths.

of the Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish,
Muslim, Sikh and indigenous traditions,
together with senior representatives
of governments, UN agencies, and
organizations of people living with HIV.
The resulting commitment on behalf of the
faiths to eradicate AIDS and its stigma was
called “an historic moment” by the New York
Times and a “sea change in attitudes” by a
UN official.

Derek worked at top level posts with Amnesty
International for nine years and is still being
consulted widely by government and nongovernmental international agencies. He has
led more than 70 international delegations
in all world regions, primarily dealing with
human rights and conflict resolution. More
recently he wrote major position papers for
UNICEF, Peace Brigades International, and
the government of Denmark, each of which
contributed significantly to major policy and
organizational change. Derek is recognized
around the world as a major thinker and
practitioner in human rights and conflict/
security arenas.
The respect the international community
has for Derek’s interfaith sensibilities and
effectiveness led to his appointment as the
Chair and facilitator for the recent Global
Faith Leaders Summit on HIV/AIDS in the
Netherlands. The Summit involved leaders

Jean Morris holds a BA from Brock University,
the MDiv from Princeton Theological
Seminary, a Th.M from Vancouver School
of Theology, and Advanced Standing with the
Canadian Association of Pastoral Practice
and Education. In 2005, she was elected
Moderator of the 131st General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church, the first graduate
of VST to serve in that office. Jean’s late
father J. J. Harrrold Morris preceded her as
Moderator of the 115th General Assembly.
Harrold and Jean are the first father-daughter
combination in the Moderatorial chair.

In 2008 Derek was recruited to be the founding
Executive Director/CEO of CUSO-VSO, the
largest international development NGO
working through volunteers in North America.
The organizational challenge of combining
two international organizations, along with

Her work reminds a church and a wider
society that is tempted to celebrate only
youth and to forget the aged that God’s
older children are of immense value also.

Citation delivered by Stephen Farris n

the re-visioning of the organization’s mission,
demanded an individual who combines the
organizational, personal, reflective, and
communication skills many around the
world have found in Derek. The success
and innovation of his work in establishing
this dynamic new organization was recently
recognized in Ottawa with the Vision Award
for Strategic Leadership.
Derek’s faith and skills combined in a
more overt way when he served as the
Executive Director of Naramata Centre, a
United Church retreat and education centre.
While at the Centre new relationships were
established with people of Jewish, Islamic
and First Nations traditions and faiths. In
the education field Derek is an Associate
at the Centre for Dialogue (Simon Fraser
University), a member of the Canadian
Academy of Independent Scholars, and
a published author of, and contributor to,
numerous books, including one of his poetry.
Derek has significantly changed the lives
of individuals, national and international
organizations and, without doubt, of
countries.

Citation delivered by Doug Goodwin n
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Graduating Class of 2010

+

Janette McIntosh receives her diploma.

Certificate of Studies
Karen Jean Bridges spent 14
years in the United Church of Canada
in Edmonton doing children, youth, and
young adult ministry before feeling a
call to ordained ministry. She spent the
year working towards a denominational
diploma. This diploma along with Karen’s
Master of Theological Studies from St.
Stephen’s College will allow her to be
ordained in May of 2011. Karen has a
passion for storytelling and the arts and
looks forward to finding creative ways to
incorporate them in worship.
Heung Ryeol (Henry) Han came to
VST with a M.Div. to fulfill requirements
for acceptance as a minister into the
Presbyterian Church in Canada. A
highlight of his time at VST was to
experience various Christian traditions.
He is now serving as a senior pastor at
Antioch Korean Presbyterian Church in
Edmonton.
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Samuel Sung Hoon Lee came to
VST after completing his M.Div. at Regent
College to be certified for ordination in the
PCC. Samuel will be pursuing ordination
in the PCC while serving at Vancouver
Korean Presbyterian Church.
Reverend Peter van der Leelie

Diploma in Presbyterian
Denominational Studies

B.Eng., M.Eng., moved from an
e ngine e r ing p r ac ti ce a n d G r ac e
Presbyterian in Calgary as a candidate
for ordained ministry in 2006. He
completes his Diploma in Presbyterian
Studies conjointly with a M.Div. from
Regent College. His wife Janet and their
newborn son Julian continue to keep
Richard on his toes as he looks for a call
in the teaching and pastoral ministry.

Master of Arts
in Religious Education
Yasuyuki Kuwahara came to VST
to pursue lay leadership opportunities
in religious education in Japan. While
completing his M. A . in Religious
Education, Yasu discovered a passion
and call to pastoral ministry. Next year
Yasu will return to VST to continue studies
in the Master of Divinity degree program.

Richard John Anthony Watson

Convocation May, 2010

Master of Arts
in Theological Studies
Jennifer Merle Heibert is a prairie
girl who has found her home in the
Anglican tradition. She has a background
in education, and came to Vancouver
after teaching English as a second
language overseas. She is grateful for
her time at VST, for the opportunity to
be challenged by new ideas, learn from
excellent, compassionate teachers and
make close friends. Jennifer will be
married this summer and hopes to begin
practicing spiritual direction in addition to
continuing to teach.

Robert Gordon McRudden

in the fall of 2004 while continuing to work
full time for the Diocese of New
Westminster. Although his studies were
par t time, he par ticipated in the
community at VST and enjoyed the
courses he took in Anglican studies,
Hebrew and New Testament bible, and
missional leadership in times of social and
cultural transition. Glen plans to apply his
knowledge and experience in the
leader ship, stewardship and gif t
development work he does for the
church.

Beatrice Eleanor Marovich came
to VST with a passion for writing, a BA in
comparative literature and Spanish, and
a professional background in journalism.
She’s continuing graduate work (at the
nexus where literature, theology, and
philosophy meet) in a PhD program at
Drew University in Madison, NJ.

Janette Elizabeth McIntosh
welcomed this opportunity to enrich her
vocation in sustainability research and
education. Highlights of VST include: time
for worship, friends, choir, ‘God Spell’;
Auxiliary luncheon; encounters in Mexico;
the Healing and Reconciliation tour; the
Global Cities forum; and the opening of
IONA Pacific. Janette looks forward to
continuing work in eco-justice with
ecumenical and interfaith partners here
on the West Coast.

The Rev. Kerri Annette Mesner
came to VST after pastoring churches for
several years in the UK. Highlights of her
time at VST include clarifying her own
future academic and vocational goals, as
well as getting to know an incredible
group of people in the VST community.
Kerri is starting a PhD program in
September at UBC’s Centre for Cross
Faculty Inquiry in Education, where she
will be continuing her work in developing
a new area of ministry combining queer
theology and Theatre of the Oppressed.

Glen John Mitchell began his studies

Edythe Lorraine Neumann came
to VST following a desire to deepen her
roots in Christian spirituality. Studies at
VST have provided an opportunity for her
to rethink and broaden her religious story
in the light of both the larger classical
tradition and of environmental theology.
Edythe plans to be involved in the
spirituality of gardening and in the work
of spiritual direction in the Fraser Valley
and Gulf Islands.

Caroline Gisele Penhale came to

summer 2010
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VST with a B.A. in English Literature and
a career in Vocational Counselling and
Life Coaching. While at VST, Caroline
enjoyed participating with the Global
Cities “New Ways of Being Church”
Conference and with the United Church
of Canada’s Emerging Spirit program.
Caroline has recently joined an advisory
committee on Spirituality and Mental
Health with the Vancouver Coastal Health
Authorit y and is coordinating an
International Hymn Writing Competition
at St. Andrew’s Wesley United Church.
She plans to continue working in Mental
Health while discerning new ministry
opportunities both inside and outside of
the Church.

Sharon Emily Proske came to VST
with degrees in science and business
after having worked as a professional
accountant for many years. A highlight
of her time at VST has been getting to
know some very special people. Sharon
plans to pursue more education in the
fields of biodynamic agriculture,
permaculture and music.

Lesley to VST with the desire to help
people see that they are loved by the
Divine and that they have a purpose. She
found her journey with directees in the
Spiritual Direction practicum a sacred
experience and she plans to continue
serving the youth at Covenant House and
to also offer spiritual direction.

Kathleen Ann Edmunds came to
VST after several years of work in the
church. The highlight of her time at VST
is the community of learners she has
met and who have inspired her. She
looks forward to ministry with the United
Church of Canada.

Paul Waldo Thiessen began his
studies at VST seeking a community in
which to explore the biblical texts and our
theological heritage in light of the many
insights, challenges and joys of living in
our present context. He thanks the
faculty, staff and students that collectively
make up this nurturing and challenging
community of VST and his marriage
partner Louella, for making this one of the
richest experiences of his life. He hopes
to remain involved with VST in the future.
Ann E. Turner came to VST with an
undergraduate degree in music and a
general passion for the arts. Highlights
at VST: discovering interesting and
challenging ways to integrate a love of
music with the adventure of culture within
a living theology. Ann will continue on as
deacon in the Anglican church, working in
liturgy and the arts, and carrying on into
a ThM (and hopefully beyond) exploring
music and theology.

Master of Divinity

Lesley Janine Staiger’s work at
Covenant House, becoming a new
mother, and her love for God brought
10
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remind her of the importance of worship
and ministries that propel the church
into the wider world. She was ordained
a priest in the Episcopal Diocese of
Olympia in November of 2009 and is
currently serving as a curate with the
Komo Kulshan Cluster in Skagit County
in Washington State.

Rilla Diane Barrett entered life
at VST after a full career of teaching
elementary students in Washington state
public schools. Serving and worshiping
with the Anglican-Lutheran community
was a highlight of her time at VST, as
were the courses in missiology and
pastoral theology, all of which continue to

Linda Elaine Pudwell came to VST
with a Bachelor of Social Work and she
is grateful for all that she learned about
courage and the resilience of the human
spirit from the children and families she
served. A highlight of her time at VST has
been finding joy and lasting friendships
in rich and diverse community and being
deeply moved by the student production
of “Godspell” in her first year. Linda will
serve as a minister in a United Church
congregation in BC Conference.
Barbara Shoomski was admitted to
the Native Ministries Program (NMP) in
July 2003. Barb, a Cree-Metis originally
from Grand Rapids, MB, is a graduate
of the Dr. Jessie Saulteaux Centre. She
has been married to Leo for 42 years and
they have two daughters and a son-inlaw. Barb is an ordained Anglican priest
working in outreach ministry at All Saints
Church in Winnipeg, MB. One of the
highlights of her participation in NMP was
studying with tribes from all over North
American, including Hawaii.

Convocation May, 2010
Graduate Diploma
in Spiritual Direction
Jennifer Merle Hiebert (see MATS)
Ingrid Molly Jonsson received
her M.Div. from VST in 1988 and has
worked as a pastoral psychotherapist
since that time. She is deeply delighted
and honoured to be called to the ancient
practice of spiritual direction.
Woldemar Sosnowsk y, better
known as Woldy, came to VST confident,
curious and clear headed. Woldy leaves
VST humbled, hardy and hopeful. His
M.Div. is complete, but his theological
education has just begun. He is grateful
for the patience, guidance and direction
shown by all. His future is uncertain at this
time, but he is ready to serve in any
capacity that God may call.

R a b b i L a u r a D u h a n Ka p l a n
came to VST with a Ph.D. in Philosophy
and extensive background in Jewish
Studies. At VST, her studies of Christian
spirituality expanded her vocabulary and
experience. Laura plans to bring greater
spiritual breadth to her work as Rabbi of
Or Shalom Synagogue in Vancouver.
Lesley Janine Staiger (see MATS)

Master of Theology
Margaret Miller came to VST after
getting academic degrees in English
Literture (BA) and Religious Studies (MA)
and working and travelling in different
parts of the world -- the more marginal
the better. Highlights of her time at VST
were studying with Jim Lindenberger

and Pat Dutcher-Walls. In the future she
would like to be part of a sustainable rural
community and if so moved to continue
her studies.

Doctor of Ministry
Maria Matthia Langone, initially
from Boston, attended Thomas Aquinas
College in California, Niagara University,
New York, and Gregorianium Pontifical
University, Rome. For the Sisters of the
Holy Cross in Portugal, Brazil, India,
Switzerland, Germany and Austria she
consulted on multi-cultural formation
programs, translated and commented
on spiritual texts and charism, and
taught biblical studies. In Vancouver,
Matthia became a consultant for religious
and children’s spiritual arts programs,
while completing a Masters of Art and
Spirituality at Regent College. Following
extensive training in Vancouver, Florence
and Russia, Matthia has become an
iconographer and further developed a
series of spiritual workshops about the
human person and the icon, most notably
in fulfillment of her Doctorate of Divinity at
Vancouver School of Theology. n

Tyler Murray Speer has been in
school since 1984, and is looking forward
to being done with it for a while. He came
to VST from Alberta six years ago, and is
hoping to be settled in a United Church
pastoral charge in Alberta Northwest
Conference.
Gregory Richard Tatchell came
to VST with a B.Sc. and MBA, after a
career in telecommunications in senior
management. A highlight of his time at
VST was the reinforcement of his passion
for multi-cultural ministry. He is already
putting that multi-cultural passion to
good effect at two multi-cultural Anglican
churches in Vancouver, one FilipinoCanadian, and the other JapaneseCanadian.
Caroline Penhale receives her diploma.
summer 2010
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Meditative Garden Dedication

Dedication of the Meditative Garden at VST

`

May 9, 2010, in memory of the Rev. Francis Graeme Lett

by Mary Plant

F

irst, I would like to thank VST for holding this Dedication
Ceremony on what is probably the busiest week-end of
the year, except, perhaps, for the first week-end of school
in September!
Thank you, Chancellor Louise Rolston, Principal Wendy Fletcher,
members of the Board of Governors, members of the Development
Office and Faculty Members for making the time to come to this
garden today - this garden which I hope will be a place of quiet and
reflection in your lives as well as those of the students, residents
and members of the public who will make their way here.
Today, I would like to tell you a little about our Grandfather/Greatgrandfather, Reverend Francis Graeme Lett, in whose memory
this Meditation Garden is named.
Born in Eganville, Ontario in 1856, the son of Irish immigrants
Ralph “RedRafe” and Sarah Jane Lett, he was one of nine
children. He graduated from Pembroke Grammar School. He
became a teacher and in 1880, at the age of 24, accepted a
12
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call to ministry. Graduating from Victoria College in Toronto, he
was ordained in May 1885 and a few months later married Anne
Jane Sherwood, the daughter of Empire Loyalists deeded land in
Brockville, Ontario. Their children were Ralph, Lalie, Mary, Heber,
Emily, Sherwood and Jessie, from whom we are all descended.
Frank, as he was called by his friends and family, spent most of
his 30 years of ministry in Ontario and Quebec. He was called
to Grandview Methodist Church (now Vancouver East Cultural
Centre) because of his forward-thinking ideas and his scholarly
approach to ministry, and he moved to Vancouver with his wife
and seven children in 1912.
While he was a stern disciplinarian, he instilled in his children
a love of books and a certain freedom to examine their faith.
Unfortunately, none of us here today knew him personally because
he died in 1914 at the early age of 58. The Letts were good at
producing daughters, so at this time the name has disappeared,
however, we are all fortunate to have some of his genes as part
of us. If you wonder where that impatient streak comes from,

Meditative Garden Dedication

The families
descended
from Francis
Graeme Lett.

Mary Plant

perhaps that red-headed ancestor is part of the answer!
Why did our extended family become involved with this project?
Well, Louise Rolston and then Principal Ken MacQueen came
to see me. They knew of my Mother’s long involvement as a
member of VST Women’s Auxiliary and as donor of a scholarship
for women in honour of her medical missionary sister, Gladys Story
Cunningham. Also they probably knew that I had been involved
in the ‘80’s in fundraising for the library and archives. What they
may not have known was that when Major the Rev Jim Short and
his wife Cathy Bone came to Ladner United Church, my church,
Cathy, as then head of the Chalmers Institute, got me involved as
a volunteer in the summer programs and opened my eyes to the
opportunities available to give in connection with the renovations
going on at VST.
So when Louise and Ken came to our living room, and suggested
the meditation garden as a possibility for involvement, George
and I were enthusiastic.

Ian Mackenzie and Paula Sampson, Gene Sederstrom and Martin Brokenleg.

It was then that we decided to contact the Lett descendents,
first, because we all have special memories of our parents and
grandparents who were directly connected to him. Second,
because many of the values Frank Lett held are ones we subscribe
to today. Finally, because we would have this opportunity to honour
his name in a special way.
So here we are, descendents of the son of Irish immigrants who
married the daughter of United Empire Loyalists. We love our
country and are proud to be even a small part of an institution
which teaches the values of compassion and respect which make
Canada the country of choice for so many.
Thank you, Vancouver School of Theology, for being willing to
name this garden for a minister who only lived here for two years
before his early death, but who has left a legacy of strong families
who know the value of a quiet corner to come to in their busy lives.
Thank you. n
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Iona Pacific Inter-Religious
Centre Inaugurated
on January 28, 2010

The inauguration of Iona Pacific Inter-Religious Centre took place
in the Library and Rotunda of Vancouver School of Theology
on January 28, 2010. Nearly 300 guests from a diverse range of
communities and institutions assembled to celebrate the Centre’s
official launch. Presenters bringing greetings included Ruth
Adams, on behalf of the Musqueam Nation; Ms. Carol Nadjiwon,
Odawa Nation, President, Centre for Indian Scholars; Rabbi Philip
Bregman, President, Rabbinical Association of Vancouver; The Right
Reverend Michael Ingham, Bishop, Diocese of New Westminster,
Anglican Church of Canada; Imam Mohamad Rachid, B.C. Muslim
Association; Dr. Rosa Sevy, Officer, Canadian Jewish Congress
Pacific Region; Hon. Tim Stevenson, Councilor, City of Vancouver;
Ms. Samira Alibhai, President, His Highness Prince Aga Khan
Shia Imami Ismaili Council for BC; Simoogit Bayt Neekhl (Moses
McKay), hereditary Nisga’a chief, Wilp Wilxo’oskwhl Nisga’a Institute
in the Nass Valley, Yuu-hadaax; Imam Dr. Syed Hejazi, Leader,
Al-Ghadir Masjid, Iranian Shi’a Mosque, North Vancouver; the
Rev. Dan Chambers, President, BC Conference, United Church of
Canada; Paul Davidescu, student, UBC Sauder School of Business,
with members of Iona Pacific Youth: Bridging Communities. VST

Rabbi Philip Bregman

Simoogit Bayt Neekhl (Chief Moses McKay)

Ms. Samira Alibhai

Rabbi Bregman, the Rt. Rev.

Iona Pacific News

The Rev. Dan Chambers
The Rev. Alisdair Smith and Rabbi Dr. Robert Daum

Principal and Dean, the Rev. Dr. Wendy Fletcher welcomed the
guests and Iona Pacific Director Rabbi Dr. Robert Daum delivered
an address. Some of our Muslim guests met for their sunset prayers
in specially prepared rooms upstairs immediately preceding the
evening reception; room preparations supervised by Iona Pacific
Intern (now Senior Intern) Aliya Hirji included Islamic prayer rugs
and indications of the direction of Mecca. Light kosher catering
was provided using ingredients free of alcohol and caffeine, out of
courtesy for Jewish and Muslim guests, as well as guests recovering
from alcohol addiction. Hospitality and security at this event shortly
before the 2010 Olympics were provided by trained volunteers from
Temple Sholom in Vancouver, with the assistance of UBC Campus
Security. Guests included alumni, students, VST faculty and staff,
faculty of local universities, and members of many local communities
and organizations. n

Imam Dr. Seyed Hejazi

Michael Ingham, Imam Mohamad Rachid, the Rev. Dan Chambers.

Ruth Adams

Iona Pacific News

January 2010: Professors Harry Maier and Robert Daum
Present Research Symposium,“Christians and Jews in the
Ancient Gymnasium: Athleticism, Religion, and Imperial Civic
Identity.” The presentation addressed material pertaining to
their collaborative research project funded by a Lilly Theological
Foundation grant administered by the Association of Theological
Schools.

Iona Pacific Youth Members with Dr. Sallie McFague

March: Rabbi Dr. Robert Daum gave a research presentation
at UBC’s Centre for Women’s & Gender Studies entitled “What
a difference a manuscript makes.” Dr. Daum’s paper was a
component of a chapter in a book he is currently writing about
what Jewish responses to memories of Roman subjugation of
the Judean revolts might teach about present-day responses
to oppression.
March: Rabbi Dr. Robert Daum delivered the final address,
entitled “My Spirituality,” in the 2010 Lenten Spirituality Series
presented at St. John the Divine in Victoria, B.C. The address
and subsequent discussion can be heard in a podcast
at http://stjohnthedivine.podOmatic.com/entry/2010-0324T19_54_25-07_00.
May: Robert moderated a Philosopher’s Café program entitled
“Why and how do texts matter in Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam?” The program was co-sponsored by Simon Fraser
University and by the Jewish Museum and Archives of British
Columbia. A blog report on this program can be found at http://
www.beyondrobson.com/city/2010/05/philosophers_cafe_
takes_on_religious_texts/.

Dr. Rosa Sevy, Iona Pacific Postdoctoral Fellow and Dr. Louise Rolston, Chancellor of VST

What’s Been Happening at Iona Pacific
Inter-Religious Centre?
December, 2009: Rabbi Dr. Robert Daum was the
Respondent to an address by the National President of Canadian
Jewish Congress (CJC) and former Deputy Attorney-General of
Ontario, Dr. Mark Freiman, entitled “Responding to anti-Semitism:
Are we too thin-skinned?” Panelists included Barbara Yaffe,
National Political Columnist, Vancouver Sun, and Robert Matas,
National Correspondent, Globe and Mail.
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At the invitation of The Right Reverend Michael Ingham, Bishop,
Diocese of New Westminster, Anglican Church of Canada, Robert
attended the 109th Synod of the Diocese of New Westminster,
Anglican Church of Canada. He delivered two addresses to the
147 Lay delegates and 76 at Clergy delegates at the Synod, which
was held at Christ Church Cathedral in Vancouver. The theme of
the Synod was “Moving Back into the Neighbourhood.”

April: Robert delivered a lecture, “Introducing Judaism,” to
Corpus Christi College on the UBC Campus; he also participated
in a panel convened and moderated by Prof. Paul Burns for
undergraduates and staff at Quest University in Squamish on
“Possibilities for Co-operation between Jews and Muslims locally
and between Israelis and Palestinians.”

Iona Pacific website moving to new platform
Iona Pacific’s online presence will be moving to a new web
platform early this summer in order to enhance its capacity. The

Iona Pacific News

Iona Pacific Summer Courses and Lecture:
Summer 2010

Iona Pacific Fall 2010 / Spring 2011 Course
Offerings at VST 2010-2011 Academic Year

Understanding Islam: Demystifying the Passion
and Politics of Islam. July 12-16, 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
Instructor: Ms. Raheel Raza (Iona Pacific Visiting Author)

Downtown: Opening “the Hurt Locker”: Religious
and Spiritual Pedagogies for Pain. Instructor: Sharon
Betcher, Fall Term 2010, Mondays, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. at St.
Andrew’s - Wesley United Church in downtown Vancouver.

A Meaningful Life: Jewish, Christian, and Muslim
Perspectives. July 12-16, 1:30 - 4:30 p.m. Instructor:
Christopher Ocker (Iona Pacific Visiting Scholar) is Professor
of History at the San Francisco Theological Seminary and the
Graduate Theological Union at Berkeley, and an affiliate of the
History Department at the University of California at Berkeley.
Public Lecture: Muslims in Canada - Is there a
Crisis of Identity? Tuesday, July 13, 7 pm. Raheel Raza.
Synopsis: Can Muslims retain their faith and identity and at
the same time accept and function within the secular and
pluralistic traditions of North America? Chapel of the Epiphany
at Vancouver School of Theology, 6030 Chancellor Blvd.

original design of the website’s “look and feel,” which will remain,
was provided through the generous gift of talented Vancouver
web designers: Debra Karby Designs and Adam Rootman
Photography. The web address will remain: www.ionapacific.ca.

Iona Pacific to be Community Service
Practicum site for Adler School of
Professional Psychology
Two graduate students at the Adler School of Professional
Psychology will meet their Community Service Practicum
requirements by working on projects at Iona Pacific cosupervised by IP Director Robert Daum and two professors at
the Adler School.

Wrestli ng with S acred Texts i n Ju d ais m ,
Christianity, and Islam. Instructor: Robert Daum, Fall
Term 2010, Wednesdays, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Resisters, Accommodators, Negotiators: Jewish
and Christian Responses to the Roman Empire ca.
100 CE - 325 CE. Instructors: Harry O. Maier and Robert
Daum, Spring Term 2010, Mondays, 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

communities. First Nations wisdom traditions and communities
are foundational to the multicultural and inter-religious diversity
of Iona Pacific Centre. Dr. Sevy’s bridge-building project
represents the kind of morally compelling, socially engaged
research emblematic of the vision behind Iona Pacific InterReligious Centre. Dr. Sevy’s appointment begins July 1.

Iona Pacific welcomes 2010-2011 interns
Iona Pacific’s Internship Program is designed to provide
leadership development and mentoring opportunities for

Iona Pacific welcomes Dr. Rosa Sevy as
first Iona Pacific Postdoctoral Fellow
Iona Pacific Inter-Religious Centre at Vancouver School of
Theology is delighted to welcome Dr. Rosa Sevy as the first
Iona Pacific Postdoctoral Fellow. Dr. Sevy’s cutting-edge
research project is entitled “Bridging Communities, Expanding
Dialogue: Testifying and Bearing Witness to the Legacy of
Residential Schools through a Photographic Exhibition.” Dr.
Sevy’s project builds on her doctoral dissertation in Sociology
at the UBC. Her dissertation is entitled: “Private loss, public
memory; An ethnography of the Holocaust memorial exhibition:
Faces of loss.” Dr. Sevy’s research and projected exhibition
will entail close collaboration with First Nations scholars and

Iona Pacific Youth
summer 2010
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interviews for Jewish people who move to Vancouver from
other countries or other areas of Canada. She has also worked
at the Vancouver Multicultural Society as a Program Assistant
organizing multicultural events. As a Board Member for two
years, she has assisted in organizing “Dialogues on Diversity” on
various issues and supported member events. As a CanadianAfrican-Indian woman, she feels honoured to use her knowledge
and resources to assist other people and to learn from their
experiences.

Ms. Aliya Hirji, Iona Pacific Senior Intern with members of the Iona Pacific Youth
exceptional recent graduates of post-secondary institutions.
Interns are appointed on the basis of the particular skill-sets
they bring to the Centre. Iona Pacific’s first Intern, Aliya Hirji,
is returning in 2010-2011 as Senior Intern. In this capacity she
works alongside the Director of Iona Pacific and members of the
IP Advisory Committee in developing programs for the Centre.
Aliya Hirji completed her Bachelor of Arts in Family Studies
and Women’s Studies from UBC and is a Provisional Certified
Life Educator with an interest in researching inter-cultural and
inter-religious family dynamics. Aliya completed the Institute
of Ismaili Studies Summer Programme in Islam at Cambridge
University, as one of 34 Ismaili Muslims from 13 different
countries. Informing Aliya’s inter-cultural background was her
work for Shalom BC, a Jewish organization that does intake

Joining Aliya as a 2010-2011 Iona Pacific Intern is Jonathan
Lerner. The focus of Jonathan’s internship will be planning
and coordinating the development and implementation of Iona
Pacific’s inaugural inter-religious philosophy conference for
undergraduate and graduate students. The conference will
be multi-faceted and diverse in its focus, applying religious
teachings to contemporary issues. As many religious traditions
as possible will be represented. Calls for papers will be sent
to all major campuses and student philosophy groups, as well
as religious groups. Examples of paper topics may include
Environmental Ethics, Free Will and Divine Omnipotence,
Biomedical Ethics from a Religious Perspective. Jonathan
Lerner has a strong passion for Philosophy, having earned his
B. A. with Honours in Philosophy from the University of British
Columbia in 2010. He recently presented a scholarly paper at
the 13th Annual Pacific University Undergraduate Philosophy
Conference in Oregon entitled “Does It Hurt?: Are Performance
Enhancing Drugs Morally Permissible In Sport?” Jonathan’s
appointment begins July 1.n

Haven’t been to VST in a while? Never been? Know someone who might enjoy it here?

n Well then, come check us out!
We offer two open houses each school year.
One during the week and one on a Saturday.

VST FALL OPEN HOUSE
Wed. October 20, 2010

n

VST SPRING OPEN HOUSE
Sat. February 12, 2011

Live the life of a student for a day: attend classes, share in lunch, worship and prayers,
tour the school and chapel, check out the library and more.

For information contact Julie Lees, julie@vst.edu
18
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Profile

Profile: The Rev. Elspeth Alley
=

by The Rev. Helen Hill, class of 1985

Elspeth Alley was
a friend, colleague
and mentor. We first
met when I was a
newly ordained
curate. She became
priest in charge of the
parish of St. Philips’
when the rector, Bill
Stephens, went on
holiday for a month
(August 1985). At
that time she was
on leave from the
diocese having been
commissioned by
A r c h b i s h o p Te d
Scott, then Primate, to write his biography (Call Me Ted). We became
close friends and she shared many stories of her journey toward
ordination and the priesthood and the many challenges she faced.

Somerville (now retired) presided over the ordination service
for Elspeth Alley and Virginia Bryant at Christ Church Cathedral
but even at this point, it was not unopposed. A priest of the
dioceses rose to present a formal statement of opposition but
the service proceeded anyway.

Initially, Elspeth wanted to study theology in order to help other
teachers at St. Catherine’s Sunday School (West Vancouver). She
enrolled in Anglican Theological College in 1965 but found it too
distressing – she had to eat in the basement, away from the other
male students who made her feel uncomfortable. She left the
school. Meanwhile, she struggled in an effort to discern a call to
ordained ministry. One day, out on a boat with some friends she
believed that she was given the sign she had been waiting for. By
this time, Anglican Theological College and Union College had
joined to form Vancouver School of Theology. It was still a struggle
as she commuted daily from West Vancouver where she had a
husband and three daughters to care for and again she found her
fellow students less than welcoming. She was never allowed to
administer the chalice at the Eucharist, as were her fellow (male)
students. However, Elspeth was determined and committed. In 1971
she became a student intern at St. Catherine’s. She graduated from
VST in 1972 and became the first woman ordained to the diaconate
in the western Anglican Church and only the seventh in the Anglican
Church of Canada. In June she was appointed curate (half-time) at
St. Catherine’s.

She enriched my life and I felt it a privilege to know her. n

Elspeth’s sense of call was very strong but she did find opposition
to the ordination of women distressing. She was neither an activist
nor a feminist but believed that, if it was God’s will, women would
be ordained to the priesthood.
Finally, after legislation was passed by General Synod in June 1975,
the first ordination of six women as priests took place on St. Andrews
day (November 30th) 1976 in four dioceses across Canada. Prior
to the ordination, Elspeth received several threats and one physical
assault by male clergy (the RCMP were called). Archbishop David

Elspeth’s husband, Jack, died in 1974. He was a great supporter
of her call to the priesthood but sadly did not live to see it. Soon
after, Elspeth sold her home in the British Properties and
moved with her youngest daughter to Vancouver. She left St.
Catherine’s and became assistant priest at St. Chad’s, and
later rector of St. Edwards and then Holy Trinity.
As a friend, Elspeth and I spent a lot of time together. She was
lots of fun, full of stories, and I appreciated her warmth and
support. I admired her grace, dignity and courage and the
obvious joy she found in her ministry. She taught me a lot for
which I will always be grateful. The stroke which she suffered
in 1993 was quite a blow but she fought back with her usual
determination and recovered with only modest disability. I loved
and respected her deeply and continue to miss her.

Friends of VST

Annual
Dessert Party
September 22 at 7 pm

in the Chapel of the Epiphany at VST
Tickets $10 – call 604-822-9031 or at the door

Speaker: Canon Herb O’Driscoll
summer 2010
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Those we love but see no longer…
Staunch friend of VST, William C. Gibson , Chancellor
Emeritus of the University of Victoria, and former member of St.
Anselms Anglican Church, Vancouver, passed away in January
2010.

Audrey Halsey passed away in May, 2010. Audrey was a
member of the former VST Auxiliary and served as President for
several years. Recently she took out her first membership as a
“Friends of VST”. Born in England, Audrey served the Anglican
Church throughout her life as an active lay member. She devoted
herself to a career in nursing on several continents and in many
isolated regions of the world. She journeyed for many years
with several First Nations communities in Canada’s Arctic. A
woman of deep compassion, sincerity and generosity, she will
be deeply missed.

Roy Hans Jonsson July 20, 1936-April 19, 2010, high school
teacher, certified landscape consultant, passed away peacefully
at home surrounded by his family. Roy was husband to Margaret
Jonsson, long-time friend of VST and program associate in the
Chalmers Institute for many years.
Brenda Roberts, member of St. Agnes Church in North Van
and member of the Auxiliary to VST, passed away in December
2009.
Ann Strand, alumna and faithful friend of VST, died suddenly
in early May. Ann was one of VST’s Lutheran graduates, and one
of the early serving ordained Lutheran women. She served in
pastoral ministry prior to her retirement.
Diane Mavis Hardcastle (December 27, 1932 - May 22,
2010) passed away after a long life of service to family, friends,
and Church communities in both Saskatoon and Vancouver.

Alumni News
Welcome Savannah Madeline, born May 19, sister to Charlotte
Rose! Kat Goheen (2007) and husband Jon write: “we had
a baby girl on Friday May 14. Her name is Savannah Madeline,
and she looks to be a ginger like Charlotte, who is getting into
the big sis idea of things.” Savannah weighed in at 7lbs 10oz.
Mother and daughter are home and doing well.

Commander Robert Humble (1981), Division Chaplain,
1 Canadian Air Division Headquarters, sent news of fellow
alumnus, Major the Rev. Neil Parker (1986), Senior
Chaplain at 2 Service Battalion, CFB/ASU Petawawa. This
spring, Neil traveled to Haiti to assist in the earthquake recovery
mission. As a military chaplain with the Canadian Forces, he
deployed out of Petawawa. Before he left he said, “The mission
that I will be part of is with the Role 3 Field Hospital in Jacmel.
This is a fully deployable hospital with operating rooms, ICU,
pediatric care, etc.”
Rev. Stephanie McClellan (2003), Minister of a three-point
charge in Central Newfoundland, led a third support team to
Safe Passage from her church in April 2009. Stephanie has just
launched her first book called “Preaching at the Crossroads.”
From her book: “Preaching at the Crossroads is speaking real-life
faith in everyday circumstances - where the rubber hits the road.
For me preaching is always meant to be a practical endeavour
that helps us to see where scripture and real-life meet at the
crossroads; where the Word of God meets the Spirit of God in
each of us and thus intersecting, causes us to choose a direction
and a guide to follow.

Congratulations and many blessings to Liz (2005) and
Robin (2007) Ruder Celiz on the birth of daughter,
Charlotte Elizabeth Ruder-Celiz. Robin was ordained into the
Sacred order of Priests on St. Andrew’s Day, November 30,
2009 and is the Incumbent of a 4 point parish which includes
Christ Church, Creston; St. Anselms, Boswell; Harrison
Memorial, Crawford Bay and Riondell Community Church.

Faculty News
Sharon Betcher was a presenter at Bishop’s Study
Conference, BC Synod ELCiC, February 7-10, 2010. She gave
four lectures: “A Life Well Spent,” “Politics of Fear, Path of Faith,”
“Breathing Through the Pain,” and “The Wisdom of Love, The
continued on page 18
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Journey to Taiwan

Dr Fu-Ya Wu President of TTCS and Wendy.

Dr. Paul Ya-Tang Chaung and Wendy at Chang Jung Christian University.

Dr. Chen, Chin-Chen, President of Chang Jung
Christian University with Wendy Fletcher.

Dr. Chaung, Wendy Fletcher, Dr. Chen, Ted Siverns, Dr. Huang,
Po-Ho, VP-CJCU & Dir. of Dept. of Theology, Dr. Wong, Chong-Gyiau Dean, School of Theology.

Once Convocation was past and the Spring faculty planning
meetings concluded, Wendy Fletcher was privileged to
journey to Taiwan at the invitation of Tainan Theological College
and Seminary and the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan to visit
its life and work there. Beginning in the south of the country
Wendy spent several days in Tainan, visiting both TTCS and
Chang Jung University, as well as local cultural sites. In the
north Wendy spend time in Tapei, visiting Taiwan Theological
Seminary and the General Assembly offices of the PCT,
including an afternoon with the General Secretary and several
of his key staff. While in both the north and the south Wendy
was able to meet with VST alumni and share stories of how life

is unfolding with our grads in the Taiwanese context. Returning
from her adventure Wendy felt spiritually refreshed and inspired
by the visionary and faithful practice of Presbyterianism in
Taiwan. The door has opened for many significant partnerships
and new work which promises to build new energy locally for
global engagement.
Later in June Wendy will travel to South Dakota to participate in
the stone moving feast for Martin Brokenleg’s brother, following
which she will attend the Association of Theological Schools
Biennial in Montreal. n
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continued from page 16
Yoga of Corporeal Generosity.” On May 1, Sharon conducted
a Saturday morning Adult Education workshop entitled “A Life
Well Spent” at Ascension Lutheran in Nelson BC. The event
was co-hosted by Nelson United church, where VST alumnus
David Boyd (1989) is pastor. Sharon has several publications
forthcoming: “Take my Yoga Upon You (Matt 11:29): A Spirit/ual
Pli for the Global City,” in Polydoxy: Theologies of the Manifold,
ed. Laurel Schneiders and Catherine Keller. Routledge, 2010
and “Becoming Flesh of my Flesh: Feminist and Disability
Theologies on the Edge of Posthumanist Discourse,” an
invited lead essay on section honoring the work of disabilities
theologian Nancy Eiesland, JFSR, Fall 2010.

Glen Davis conducted a workshop on “Effective Church
Structures” for the Presbytery of Westminster on March 27
at St. John’s Presbyterian Church in White Rock, B.C. Glen
travels to Nova Scotia in June to participate in a national elders’
workshop in Cape Breton. He will preach at the annual General
Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in Canada on June 8,
and serve as VST’s representative at the Assembly.

Stephen Farris has preached on Easter Sunday at
Grace Presbyterian Church, Calgary, the 50th anniversary of
Guildwood Presbyterian Church, Toronto and for the 175th
anniversary of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Lindsay,
Ontario, as well as fulfilling his responsibilities as Interim
Moderator of Knox Presbyterian Church, New Westminster.
He has written a review article on VST alumnus Paul Myers’
(1993) book, Rooster in the Cathedral, a reflection on the
ancient pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostella, Spain, for
the Presbyterian Record. He has also written reviews of two
recent books on preaching for The Anglican Theological
Review and is writing an article “Preaching Joshua,” for the
journal Interpretation.
Richard Leggett’s Jones Lectures (given at Sewanee
Theological Seminary in February 2009) on issues related to the
blessing of same-sex convenants have been published in the
Sewanee Theological Review (Easter 2010); A presentation on
liturgical formation for clergy and laity, given to the International
Anglican Liturgical Consultation in 2003, has been published by
Canterbury Press in Worship-Shaped Life: Liturgical Formation

Farewell Gillian
The library staff would like to express our
appreciation for Gillian McLeod and
her leadership since her appointment
as Library Director in 2006. In the four
years we’ve worked together as a staff,
we’ve built strong, supportive working
relationships with each other. We’ve done
a lot of good work and also had a lot of fun,
so we’re very sad to say goodbye, knowing
we’ll miss her dynamic, joyful presence,
and her courage and commitment to her
work, to VST and to us. We wish her the
very best as she moves on to a new and
challenging position.

VST bade farewell to Gillian McLeod, Library Director,
in May. Gillian has accepted the position of Manager, Delta
Libraries, part of the Fraser Valley Regional Library network.
Gillian was with us for four years, and in that time became
an integral and beloved member of the community. We wish
Gillian every success in her new role.
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and the People of God as part of their ‘Canterbury Studies in
Anglicanism’. Richard has been elected Chair of the Provincial
Standing Committee on Ministry of the Ecclesiastical Province
of British Columbia and Yukon. Teaching commitments beyond
VST’s walls included a weekend seminar to clergy and laity from
the Diocese of Kootenay in Nelson on the topic of ‘Anglican
Ethos’ and a seminar in the first week of June on liturgical and
sacramental ministry to participants in the Niobrara Summer
Seminary.

Harry Maier, a life-long Humboldt Fellow, was invited
to a Humboldt Fellows reunion in Edmonton, 13-14 May at
the University of Alberta, and heard papers on International
Migration of Scholars and Academics. At the end of May Harry
travelled to Montreal to give a paper to the Canadian Society
of Patristic Studies entitled “Dressing for Church: Tailoring the
Christian Self Through Clement of Alexandria’s Clothing Ideals”
(Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences.)
Harry and fellow faculty member and scholar Robert Daum
spent some time in New York to pursue research for their Lilly
Collaborative Research Grant. This summer will see Harry in
Erfurt, FRG to take part in seminar on the Self in the Second
Century; in Berlin to give a paper on the Christian Self in
Antiquity at the Institute for Christianity and Antiquity; in Rome
to use Lilly Collaborative funding to research public space in

ancient Rome. He is also hard at work completing his piece on
Nero in Jewish and Christian tradition through to the end of the
Reformation for the Blackwell Companion to Nero
Finishing touches are being put on a collaborative volume
edited by Mark Vessey, Sharon Betcher, Robert
Daum and Harry Maier to be published by University
of Toronto Press later this fall, The Calling of the Nations:
Exegesis, Ethnography, and Empire in a Biblical-Historic
Present.

Paula Sampson participated in the Advent teaching series at
St. Hilda’s Anglican Church in Sechelt, “The Moral Roundtable:
the meaning of Christian Ethics in the 21st Century” Where she
led discussions on approaches to First Nations communities
and peoples in the church, especially as related to justice
issues associated with inculturation and assimilation, and how
parishes can contribute to upcoming Truth and Reconciliation
work. In early May Paula led a workshop on “Doing Indigenous
Theological Education in a Fair Manner: the VST experience” at
the Canadian Council on Theological Education conference in
Winnipeg in early May. The conference was organized around
themes in A Fair Country by John Ralston Saul. Paula preached
the Pentecost sermon at Waialua United Church of Christ in
Hawaii while there to recruit and revisit students and tutors in
the Native Ministries Program.

Changes
VST welcomes Sean Ayers who
joined the staff as Development
Associate, Annual Giving and
Community Engagement on
June 3. Sean is a graduate of
the University of Victoria and
brings to VST a passion for
the work of the School and
looks for ward to getting to
know all our constituencies.
Sean will work closely with
Jeffrey Preiss, Development
Association, Communications
and Community Engagement,
and Julie Lees, Recruitment
Associate.

Margaret Trim joined the staff on June 1 as Administrative
Assistant to the Registrar and Admissions Assistant. This
position encompasses student records and registration, and
admissions. Margaret is an alumna of Regent College and
worked for St. Mark’s as Assistant to the Registrar prior to
coming to VST.
summer 2010
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New faces in the finance department

Akiko Yamashita and Biscuit.

Dennis Topp

Deborah Hunt

VST welcomes new faces to the finance staff: Dennis Topp,
Accounts Payable and Payroll; Akiko Yamashita, Accounts
Receivable and Financial Aid; and Deborah Hunt, CA ,
Acting Director of Finance. Dennis, Akiko and Deborah are

busy preparing for our yearly audit and increasing our technical
capacity through our financial accounting software and student
billing software. n

Corinne Rogers has changed her role at VST, moving from
Director of Institutional Development to Director of HR and
Information Management. This new role will be part time as
she pursues her doctoral studies at UBC’s School of Library,
Archives and Information Studies. Corinne has been awarded a
three-year doctoral SSHRC grant to undertake interdisciplinary
research integrating digital forensics, evidence law, archival and
diplomatic theory.

Ruth Musonda has begun a new contract with VST as Acting
Registrar, replacing Anita Fast who is on maternity leave. Ruth
became an integral part of the VST community during her
previous year working on another maternity leave contract for
Angel Liu, Database Assistant.

Richard Legget begins a sabbatical on the 1st of July. His
intention is to lay the groundwork for a historical and theological
commentary on Canadian Anglican liturgical revision since 1959.

Fran Whitfield will begin early retirement beginning July 1.
She will continue to work part-time until the end of the year.
Fran has been a much-loved member of the VST staff family
for 30 years – we wish her all the best as she and husband
Rob embark on the next stage of their journey. n

M

VST provides safe shelter

From early March through May, 2010, VST provided a safe
home for the Juracn family from Guatemala. Leocadio Juracn,
the National Coordinator of the Campesino Committee of the
Highlands (CCDA), and his family were forced to go into hiding.
The CCDA supports local agriculture and have worked to secure
the signing of the Rural Development Framework Agreement
with Alvaro Colom, the President of Guatemala, in 2008. Since
then members of the CCDA and their families have received
death threats and local fair trade coffee work tens of thousands
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of dollars has been stolen from the processing centre. These
acts are seen as a strategy to weaken the CCDA, through the
destruction of its economic sustainability, Caf Justicia, which is
the source of income to strengthen its work in rural communities.
Leocadio, his wife and children fled their home and took refuge
near Guatemala City, and later, in Canada at Vancouver School
of Theology. They have now returned to Guatemala. VST is proud
to have been able to provide safe shelter for the Juracn family
and our prayers are with them as they continue their struggle. n

Epiphany Explorations (January 21-25, 2010)
It was great to have a display at Epiphany Explorations at First
Metropolitan United Church in Victoria. Approximately 450
people were in attendance from all across the country (although
mostly BC), and not just United Church folk (there were also
some Catholics and Anglicans, Christian in general … or Spiritual
might be a better descriptor) … but mostly United Church.
The booth was staffed before morning sessions, during breaks,
during lunch and before evening sessions. A number of people
stopped by, and when engaged in conversation were quite
excited to hear about what was happening at VST.
Specific information on the table included: Iona Pacific; Summer
School; February 6th Open House; Continuing Education
Certificate in Theological Studies; Convocation Weekend and

by Julie Lees

Peter Kaye Lecture Series; Children in the Church workshop;
and United Church weekend intensive denominational courses
open to all. People were also free to sign up for At a Glance, take
a copy of Perspectives and a VST pen.
Many people asked if we offered online classes and expressed
interest in being a student at VST if we did. One visitor to our
booth expressed: “It’s not he way of the future any more, it’s
the way of the present!”
People who engaged in conversation were genuinely interested
and excited about what was happening at VST. Also, it was an
excellent way to connect with alumni, and several people came
to the booth to talk about their or their spouse’s days at VST. This
is an excellent event and one we hope to return to annually. n

1927-28 Graduating Class ATC
This picture of the graduating class of the Anglican Theological
College of 1928 comes to VST from Stacey Venables, the
grand-daughter of Cyril Francis Vernon Venables. She
says: “I discovered a mint
photograph of the graduating

class of 1928 with all of the graduates and their signatures
tucked in behind a framed painting. It is a beautiful piece of
history. Thought you might like to see it... During his later years
[my grandfather] was the official minister for BC Parliament in
Victoria – he did morning prayers before the debating began." n
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Programs

Native Ministries Consortium
Summer School 25th Anniversary
This July the native Ministries Consortium will hold its 25th anniversary summer
school. Partners from across north america will join together to celebrate this historic
occasion. a plethora of fabulous courses will be offered; special music and worship
will be enjoyed; teenage participants will be gathered to film the events of the week
and with film express their interpretation of the meaning of the week’s events; a
celebratory Salmon BBQ with giveaway will take place Wednesday July 14 at 5pm.
all are invited to join in the festivities of the week. Through your participation come
and share your support for this important dimension of our common life!

m

Summer Programming

Fall 2010

Visit the Continuing education and Public events page under
Programs at www.vst.edu events are subject to change; visit
the website for the latest information.

VST Student Speaker Series
• September 27
• october 18
• november 29

Free Summer Lectures
Visit the Continuing education and Public events page under
Programs at www.vst.edu Subject to change; visit the website
for the latest information.

October 4
Worship for the City: St. Francis
& Blessing of Animals
Rev. Dr. Paula Sampson

John Bell, “Scripture as a Source for Song”
July 6, 7pm at West Point Grey Presbyterian Church,
4397 West 12th ave.

October 23
Lord’s Prayer Retreat Day
The Rev. Dr. Ed Searcy

Ross Labrie, Merton Scholar, “Thomas Merton on
Marx and Marxism”
July 8, 7pm at VST’s Chapel of the epiphany
Karen Ward, VST Visiting Distinguished Scholar,
“Parish as Abbey: ‘Third Place and Spiritual Space for
Mission’”
July 9, 7pm at St. Philip’s anglican Church,
3737 West 27th ave. at Dunbar St.
Raheel Raza, Iona Pacific Author, “Muslims in
Canada: Is there a Crisis of Identity?”
July 13, 7pm at VST’s Chapel of the epiphany

Continuing Education and Public Events
Visit the Continuing education and Public events page under
Programs at www.vst.edu Subject to change; visit the website
for the latest information.
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November 1
Compassionate Buddhist Practice:
Evening Retreat
eVenInG HoST: Rev. Dr. Sharon Betcher
on behalf of the Iona Pacific Centre
Advanced preparation required.
Please visit the website.

November 15
“ ‘The Dude Abides’: The Character of Job
as Model of Faithfulness amidst Suffering:
An Inter-Religious Trialog”
eVenInG HoST: Rev. Dr. Sharon Betcher
on behalf of the Iona Pacific Centre
Advanced preparation required.
Please visit the website.

Programs
January 5-16

Study Tour

Mexico:
Theological Learning Through
International Exposure
Visit the Continuing Education and
Public Events page under Programs at
www.vst.edu
Approximate expected costs:
GaTe Registration fee $150 (uSD), GaTe Program
fee $1500 (uSD), and return airfare to Mexico City.
audited VST course tuition: $367.50
led by Global awareness Through exposure (GaTe) this study tour will take a group of VST students and participants from the
wider community to Mexico City and Chiapas. GaTe is an international organization that offers cultural immersion programs in order
to create awareness of other cultures and their realities through people to people experiences. This trip will offer you opportunity
to learn from the poor of Mexico as well as social analysts, teachers, theologians, and economists. The trip will be accompanied
by VST faculty Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris.

For more information about GATE, visit www.gate-travel.org
• Community participants interested in VST course credit, please email VST’s Registrar at: registrar@vst.edu
• application forms available from the VST website.
• -applications are due September 15, 2010. Please return to VST’s Registrar at registrar@vst.edu
Subject to change; visit the website for the latest information.

NEW!!

Programs in Indigenous and
Inter-Religious Studies
Vancouver School of Theology continues its long standing
partnership with First nations communities and its new
partnerships with inter-religious communities through Iona
Pacific Inter-Religious Centre making possible new graduate
programs in Indigenous and Inter-Religious Studies.
These programs provide students with opportunities to
engage in research and writing at a singular nexus where
three major monotheistic faith traditions meet north
american indigenous traditions. It makes available the
unique resources of VST’s new Iona Pacific Inter-Religious
Centre and partner institution yuu hadaax (indigenous) in
addition to VST’s core faculty, to offer a distinctive academic
experience which is both intellectual and spiritual.

Are you a VST
Facebook Friend?
Become one today and keep up-to-date
on the latest Follow us on Twitter:
VST_Vancouver

For morE INFormatIoN
please visit our website at www.vst.edu
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Vancouver School of Theology
6000 Iona Drive
Vancouver, BC V6T 1L4

Yes! I would like to make a gift to VST
Name______________________________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________
City_______________________________________Province_______________Postal Code__________________
Phone________________________________Email__________________________________________________
Enclosed is my donation: q $25 q $50 q $100 q Other_______________
I would like to pay via: q Cheque
q VISA q Mastercard
Card number______________________________________________________Expiry Date_________________
Signature____________________________________________________________________________________
Please use my gift:
q Where it is needed most
q For the Iona Pacific Inter-Religious Centre
q Other___________________________________________________________________________________

q I would like information about leaving a gift to VST in my will
q I have already remembered VST in my will

