
I

V
a

n
c

o
u

V
e

r
 

S
c

h
o

o
l

 
o

f
 

T
h

e
o

l
o

g
y

I
N

S
I

D
E Principal’s report to convocation _____________ 1

Keith howard convocation address ___________ 5
excerpt from Janet gear ___________________ 6
Peter elliott convocation address _____________ 7
excerpt from ron harrison _________________ 8
year end awards 09 _______________________ 9
graduating Students 09 ___________________ 10
The auxiliary reborn _____________________ 13
a legacy of commitment __________________ 14
Blackfoot Papers Book Donation ____________ 16

rare Bibles Donated _____________________ 17
Donor reception - May 21, 2009 ____________ 18
VST at conferences & Synods_______________ 18
“VST at a glance” e-newsletter _____________ 19
accommodation/conferences at VST _________ 19
faculty/new faces/alumni _________________ 20
calvin @ 500 __________________________ 23
In Memoriam ___________________________ 24
farewell to eIWa ________________________ 25
upcoming events ________________________ 26

by Wendy Fletcher

continued on page 2

Perspectives
November 2009 Volume 25    Number 2

After a complex path of events, we ended up at the midnight 
Christmas Eve service of an Anglican congregation we had not 
attended.  The Church was in the east end of the city, a context I 
also had yet to encounter.  I sat near the front of the church with 
my children waiting for the service to begin.  The church was 
still in the quiet darkness of a candlelight vigil.  Shortly before 
the service was to begin, the priest came to me and asked if I 
would read the first lesson.  The passage had been marked I was 
assured; I had only to rise and read at the appropriate time.  When 
the time came, I walked to the front and holding my glowing 
taper I turned to face the congregation.  I was overcome.  There 
in the quiet dark of that large sacred space was the kin-dom of 
God illumined one face at a time, people of many cultural and 

Grace to you
and peace in this season 

     of the incarnation

I have vivid memory of 
my first Christmas in 
Vancouver a decade ago. 
My family and I were new 
to Vancouver.



2    p e r s p e c t i v e s     w i n t e r  2009     

Perspectives
Vol 25, No. 1

June 2009

Editor
Corinne Rogers
corinne@vst.edu

Contributors to this issue
Will Ferrey

Wendy Fletcher
Wade Lifton

Paula Sampson
Jeffrey Preiss

Photo credits
Sweet Earth Photographics

Graphic design
Phoenix Graphic Design

Printer
Rhino Print Solutions

Correspondence
Editor

corinne@vst.edu

Address changes
ruth@vst.edu

Admissions/Program 
inquiries

possibilities@vst.edu

Native Ministries 
Program

nmp@vst.edu

Accommodation & 
Conference
vstconf@vst.edu

General inquiries
vstinfo@vst.edu

Charitable gift 
number

10816 7743 RR0001

Vancouver School of Theology
6000 Iona Drive
Vancouver, BC

Canada V6T 1L4
604-822-9031

1-866-822-9031
www.vst.edu

ethnic backgrounds, people of diverse incomes and challenges of 
every kind, all waiting quietly for the Word.  Shaken and moved I 
turned my eyes to the text, and there were the words unprepared 
by me, but chosen for that moment: “A people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light”…Isaiah 9:2

The meaning of incarnation was met in me that night.  In the 
space of that diverse gathering, on the eve of our first forlorn and 
lonely Christmas in a new world my heart was illumined by hope, 
hope in a God who is born in the stable of every longing.  My 
fear was lifted by the companionship of a company of strangers 
who embodied for me the peace of a God who comforts the 
terrors of every night.  My sadness was lifted in the expectant 
joy of those who communed with me, my dark night healed by 
a welcome which opened the possibility of finding love, God’s 
greatest meaning in new time, for a new world.  

Carving out a space for the meaning of God to be born in a world 
such as ours, in a time such as this, is no simple matter.  As in the 
experience of a family dislocated and cut off from the tap root of 
its own story by both choice and circumstance, today’s churches 
find themselves seemingly adrift on an ocean they have not 
travelled before.  This November at the meetings of the American 
Academy of Religion the ongoing challenge of what is now being 
called a “Transdenominational Reformation” was named and 
interpreted.  Cutting across the usual loyalties of denomination, 
this second reformation is aligning Christians locally and globally 
into two increasingly narrow and reductionist camps.  Rapidly 
disappearing is the nuance of denominational particularity and 
in its place is a seemingly centrifugal pull toward either/or as the 
outcome of theological conversation.  In such a world, where does 
a community like Vancouver School of Theology sit?

There is an ancient wisdom which holds that the question we ask 
determines the answer we find.  VST is determined to answer 
the complex questions implicit in its own discipleship, not 
those set by external, albeit powerful theological, perhaps even 
political agendas which draw the responder toward simplistic 
answers.  We are not answering the question so often posed, 
are you left or right? Even if such a question could be answered 
in a way not hopelessly fraught with conflicting meanings, it is 
not the important question of today’s world.   We are answering 
the question in this generation: what does it mean for us to love 
God? Beyond declarative bumper stickers and easy slogans, just 
what does it mean for us to announce ourselves as lovers of God?

This season gives us the necessary table upon which to offer our 
becoming.  This season of incarnation confronts us with God’s 
meaning.  God is born into the world…in the beginning was the 
Word and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us…In this 
season we find our beginning and our end.  God comes to us in 
the world; we must move toward God in the world.

This fall St.  Andrew’s Hall brought a visiting scholar to share 
with the VST community from South Africa.  This friend was a 

leader in the framing of the Kairos document of 
1985 which gave theological voice to the growing 
demand for an end to apartheid.  This visitor 
brought us startling news from afar.  He shared 
the story of a fresh generation of unimaginable 
challenges in a post-apartheid South Africa.  

2    p e   

This season gives 
us the necessary 

table upon 
which to offer 
our becoming. 
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Describing the world’s most significant gap 
between rich and poor he shared a word about 
the horrific suffering of immense poverty, violence 
and social alienation wrought by this gap.  He 
named the incapacity of a new era of leadership 
to speaking directly and theologically into the 

dilemma of his nation.  How can this be? Was the end of apartheid not 
only yesterday’s dream? Can the suffering still carry on and the work move 
more deeply into trauma than beyond it? One of the most simple and yet 
haunting images our visitor left with me was this: In South Africa the small 
minority of the extremely wealthy and the significant majority of extremely 
poor live side by side.  Three blocks from the middle class suburb where 
he lives there is a major intersection.  The intersection has a traffic island.  
Two years ago a young woman with a baby took upon residence on the 
traffic island.  It is now her home; her child is now two.  As of this past 
summer she has now been joined by two other women and their children 
on the island – no more room at the Inn.

VST is clear about the question it is asking: what does it mean for us to love 
God? For us to love God means that we throw ourselves wholeheartedly 
into the project of loving God’s world from the location of our faith and 
traditions.  It means:  

that we affirm the integrity of creation, recognizing that human life is 
rooted in and dependant on the earth; 

acknowledging that we share a common humanity with all other human 
beings and that responding to the call of that common humanity means 
engaging theologically in every arena of human life, including human 
rights, systemic poverty, environmental concerns, international affairs, and 
the marginalization of people in many forms; 

understanding that the well-being of this earth and its creatures and citizens 
is our responsibility and our calling; 

knowing as Christians that we are called to live Church as the followers 
of Christ deeply believing that our salvation in Christ not only makes us 
more religious but more fully human and that the conversation of our 
movement into the living of the new humanity of which the churches are 
called to be a sign is a project which can only be lived in conversation and 
partnership with the world’s other religious traditions and secular wisdoms.  

VST loves God as a praying and learning community which knows that our 
commitment to this work of loving the world God loves must transcend 
the narrow loyalties of political nationalisms and theological camps.  In 
respect for difference and in celebration of the attributes of God’s meaning, 
those aspects of love, justice, compassion and reconciliation which are 
the first instances of the faces of God reaching toward us, we rise to the 
occasion of our calling.

I return to that Christmas Eve a decade ago, or should I say two millennia 
ago, that night when a family with no place to belong found a home.  
On that night everything was changed.  The intention of God was made 
manifest as love itself was born.  As the prophet Isaiah both witnessed and 
prophesied, “A people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” 
May it be so.  

My friends, in this Advent season may love rush to meet you, peace enfold 
you and joy enliven your heart. n

Pax
Wendy

This season of 
incarnation 
confronts 
us with God’s 
meaning.



Iona Pacific Centre Director 
addresses major Jewish community 
forum on anti-Semitism
At a special Jewish community forum at Temple Sholom 
of Vancouver on December 1, Rabbi Dr. Robert Daum, 
Director of the Iona Pacific Centre and Associate Professor 
of Rabbinic Literature and Jewish Thought at VST, will be 
the Respondent to a speech by the national president of 
Canadian Jewish Congress, Mark Freiman, former Deputy 
Attorney General for Ontario, Lead Commission Counsel 

I o n a  P a c i f i c  N e w s
for the Commission of Inquiry into the Investigation of 
the Bombing of Air India Flight 182, and lead counsel 
for the Canadian Human Rights Commission.  The topic 
of the program is "Responding to anti-Semitism: Are we 
too thin-skinned?" After Rabbi Dr. Daum's response, a 
distinguished panel will continue the discussion.  The panel 
members are Barbara Yaffe, National Political Columnist for 
the Vancouver Sun, Robert Matas, National Correspondent 
for the Globe and Mail, and Bernie Farber, Chief Executive 
Officer of Canadian Jewish Congress. The discussion will be 
moderated by Rabbi Philip Bregman of Vancouver's Temple 
Sholom, who also serves as president of the Rabbinical 
Association of Vancouver.

Iona Pacific Centre to be 
inaugurated on January 28, 2010
Rabbi Dr. Robert Daum, Director of Iona Pacific Inter-
Religious Centre, and the Rev. Dr. Wendy Fletcher, 
Principal and Dean of Vancouver School of Theology, will 
inaugurate VST's newly established Iona Pacific Centre 
on Thursday, January 28, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at a festive 
gathering followed by a reception in the Rotunda and 
Library of Vancouver School of Theology. Representatives of 
many different faith groups,  community organizations, and 
other distinguished guests will join faculty, staff, students, 
alumni, and friends of VST to celebrate the launch of the 
Centre. Iona Pacific is the inter-religious and multi-cultural 
context for Vancouver School of Theology’s core work of 
preparing leaders for tomorrow’s world.  The new Centre 
will research and implement new ways of facing critical 
local and global challenges to the well-being of the next 
generation of our shared communities. It will draw upon the 
world’s wisdom traditions in order to foster a common sense 
of purpose, respect for differences, and socially engaged 
learning with academic and lay leaders, elders and youth, 
from North America and beyond. 

Iona Pacific will address how religious traditions can 
illuminate and enhance productive responses to complex 
social problems of this era, such as trans-generational 
urban and rural poverty, climate change and environmental 
degradation, alienation and despair among youth. Iona 
Pacific will seek partnerships with First Nations and other 
ethno-religious, cultural, and secular communities, leaders, 
scholars, and institutions keen to pursue inter-religious 
social action and research. Iona Pacific will seek to model 
dialogical, constructive, and innovative research, learning 
and social engagement through visiting scholar programs, 
inter-communal forums, workshops, seminars, courses, 
print and new media publications, and more. 



Sixteenth century mystic rabbi‘s 
theology is the subject of lecture by 
Rabbi Dr. Robert Daum
The mystical theology of Rabbi Isaac Luria (1534 – 1572) was the 
subject of a guest lecture by Rabbi Dr. Robert Daum in a theology 
course of Prof. Sallie MacFague in November. Dr. Daum studied 
Luria’s teachings and their historical context while a student at the 
University of California, Berkeley, under the tutelage of the late 
Prof. Amos Funkenstein, a legendary intellectual historian who won 
the Israel Prize in History shortly before his death in 1995. Prof. 
Funkenstein held two appointments simultaneously: a chair in the 
history of science at Tel Aviv University and a chair in Jewish history 
at Berkeley, where he was one of 12 University Professors in the 
University of California system. Luria was a member of a celebrated 
circle of rabbinic scholars and mystics who lived in Safed in the 
Galilee in the sixteenth century. Within a generation his kabbalistic 
teachings, which sought to account for the problem of evil,  in the 
world, among other theological  themes, were disseminated to Jewish 
communities far and wide.

Friends of VST introduced to Iona Pacific 
Centre: “We cannot do this work alone”
At a Friends of VST dessert program in September, Rabbi Dr. Robert 
Daum delivered an address entitled “We cannot do this work alone.” 
The lecture was a presentation of aspects of the vision for the Iona 
Pacific Centre.  This address will be available on the Iona Pacific 
Centre website when the site is launched in the near future.

Iona Pacific Director delivers two 
lectures to undergraduates on UBC 
Campus
“Genesis as a tale of origin” was the subject of Rabbi Dr. Robert 
Daum’s guest lecture in the Arts One program at the University of 
British Columbia. Prof. Daum has delivered an Arts One lecture more 
or less annually for the past four years on aspects of Genesis.  In 2009 
the Faculty of Arts at UBC launched a new inter-disciplinary Minor 
in Law and Society. Prof. Daum delivered a lecture entitled “Jewish 
Law and Society” in the inaugural Law and Society course at UBC, 
where he is a member of the Law and Society Advisory Board. Prior 
to joining VST’s faculty Prof. Daum was a Core Member of the Law 
and Society Program Faculty. 

Iona Pacific Centre Director addresses 
Jewish-Christian Dialogue group
At the October session of the Jewish-Christian Dialogue co-sponsored 
by VST and the Canadian Jewish Congress, Rabbi Dr. Robert Daum 
delivered a paper entitled “Minding the Gap: How can Christians and 
Jews work together for peace and security?”  The monthly Dialogue, 
which has been underway for nearly a decade, is co-convened by the 
Rev. Dr. Richard Leggett, Professor of Liturgy and Associate Dean of 

I o n a  P a c i f i c  N e w s

continued on page 6
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The Launch of
Iona Pacific Inter-Religious Centre

at Vancouver School of Theology

Rabbi Dr. Robert Daum, Director of Iona Pacific Inter-Religious Centre
and

The Rev. Dr. Wendy Fletcher, Principal and Dean of Vancouver School of Theology, 

request the honour of your presence at the inauguration of Iona Pacific Inter-Religious Centre.

Thursday, January 28, 2010, 7pm
Rotunda and Library, Vancouver School of Theology, 6000 Iona Drive

Light refreshments served. • Dietary restrictions observed.
RSVP guestservices@vst.edu or 604-822-9031 extension 3 by January 18. • Parking available at the UBC North Parkade.

You’re invited

VST, and Rabbi Philip Bregman of Temple Sholom, president 
of the Rabbinical Association of Vancouver. 

Reading Gender in Talmudic Tales
“Reading Gender in Talmudic tales” was the subject of a lecture 
and study session by Rabbi Dr. Robert Daum at a program 
sponsored by the Sisterhood of Temple Sholom in Vancouver 
in October.  Dr. Daum presented selections from classical 
Jewish texts from Talmud and Midrash featuring characters of 
female sages, whose wisdom and learning challenges popular 
notions about women’s social roles in the prestigious domain of 
rabbinic scholarship in late antiquity and the early middle ages.

Iona Pacific Centre Director meets 
with UBC Commerce students

An inter-religious, multi-ethnic group of students from UBC's 
Sauder School of Commerce met with Rabbi Dr. Robert 
Daum at VST on Monday, November 23 over dinner to 
discuss their interest in the vision and plans for the new Iona 
Pacific Inter-Religious Centre. The students are a religiously 
and ethnically diverse group of friends, who also share a strong 

interest in supporting constructive, dialogical approaches to 
local and global issues.

Iona Pacific Centre Website under 
development
A top-flight team of web technology specialists in Vancouver 
has been generously donating time and expertise over the past 
several months to build a website dedicated to Iona Pacific 
Inter-Religious Centre. The Iona Pacific website will be linked 
to VST’s site, while also expressing the inter-religious scope 
of the Centre’s mission.  The new website will be launched 
this winter. It will enable the Centre to establish a dynamic 
web presence with an array of content about Iona Pacific’s 
programs, plans, and opportunities for supporting its work 
in various ways. In coordination with VST’s IT Department 
and Iona Pacific staff, the site is being developed pro bono by 
Debra Karby Designs and Adam Rootman Photography, in 
consultation with Dr. Frederick Fajardo, formerly Product 
Manager of NCompass Labs. Iona Pacific Centre currently 
also has a pro forma page on Facebook. n

continued from page 5
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T  he Nisga’a Ts’amiks Vancouver Society is the local governance 
organization for the 1400 Nisga’a who live in the Lower 
Mainland, Victoria and southern BC areas. On Saturday, 

October 24, they entered into a unique covenant relationship with 
St. David of Wales Anglican Church to share office space and work 
together for the betterment of their neighborhoods.  This concrete 
act of what reconciliation looks like began with a procession of 
dancers, drummers and button blanket-clad clergy from Kiwassa 
Neighborhood House to St. David’s.  Greeted by Audrey Rivers, 
representing the Salish Nation, the group entered the church to 
“Tsinin Simoogit,” the traditional Nisga’a entry song.  In the context 
of Holy Eucharist, at which Bishop Michael Ingham presided, retired 
Bishop John Hannen preached and retired Archbishop Douglas 
Hambidge, former Chancellor of VST, consecrated the covenant 
relationship, gifts and speeches were exchanged between the two 
parties.

Celebration of Unity Paula Sampson

Nisga’a hereditary chief and Society 
president Clifford Azak and VST graduate 
Michael Batten, rector of St. David’s, spoke 
of new beginnings in the relationship 
between indigenous peoples and the 
church based on the foundation of past 
cooperation and advocacy provided in the 
area of land claims negotiations.  In 2000, 
the Nisga’a signed the first modern treaty 
in Canada.  Acknowledging the painful 
process of residential school settlement 
needs and the ongoing developments to 
sort them out with just compensation and 
truth-telling, the speakers nevertheless 
encouraged and celebrated this local step 
toward understanding and mutual activity.  
They hope it will serve as a model for other 
associations between aboriginal and church 
groups.

At the luncheon which followed, Bishop 
Ingham, Kevin McKay, chair of Nisga’a 
Lisims Government, and Nelson Leeson, 
president of Nisga’a Lisims Government, 
all spoke of the importance of unity, not 
only political and economic, but spiritual.  
The covenant between the Nisga’a and St. 
David’s imagines that unity and brings it 
into being. n
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Robert Eldridge

Faye Chisholm

Val Borthistle

The Library: 

Jeffrey Preiss
Home to More than Books
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The H.R. MacMillan Theological Library at VST is home to more than 92,000 books 
and bound journals not to mention media materials, a rare book collection, and recently 
published periodicals (including academic journals, popular magazines, and newspapers). 

The Library is also the work home of three VST staff members: Faye Chisholm, Robert Eldridge, and 
Val Borthistle. Working as a team, these three individuals always greet students and Library patrons 
with smiling faces and a helpful hands. 

Recently, I had the opportunity to sit down with Faye, Robert, 
and Val and ask them what they do and why they enjoy working 
at VST. The interviews were conducted in the Library amidst 
students studying and researchers researching.

Jeffrey: Thank you so very much for sitting down with me 
today. All three of you are well known to the students here at 
VST and those who come to the Library to do research. 

Faye: Thank you for coming to visit us.

Jeffrey: How long have each of you worked at VST?

Val: I’ve worked at VST for 22 ½ years. I came to work at the 
VST library when my husband, Paul, studied at VST. Our 
family lived in Columbian House for 2 years. Library work in 
a theological school was exactly the work I hoped for so I was 
fortunate that a position became available during that time.

Jeffrey: And you Robert, how long have you been at VST?

Robert: I started full time at VST on May 1, 1990. I actually 
had a practicum in the library in the summer of 1988 and then 
had a summer job here in 1989, helping to move books from 
Iona Building storage into what was then a new library extension 
in the old Chancellor Building. I was fortunate to land a job at 
VST immediately after the completion of my library studies. A 
highlight of my time here was moving the library into the newly 
renovated Iona Building in 2006. It was like going from black 
and white to color!

Jeffrey: Faye, you are the newest addition, so to speak, to 
the library staff, no?

Faye: I am. I have worked at VST for seven years and a bit 
now, all of that time in the library. I was hired here after I had 
completed my Library Technician Diploma at Langara in 2002. 

Jeffrey: Each of you have very different roles in the Library, 
can you briefly explain what it is you do?

Faye: I coordinate public services and circulation under the 
direction of the librarian. That means I spend most of my time 
answering library user questions, orienting library users to our 
collection and space, organizing our part-time student staff, and 
implementing and revising library procedures. 

Robert: As the acquisitions and collections person in the 

Library, I am responsible for ordering books, periodicals and 
media. I am also responsible for upgrading and keeping the 
collection in good working order, processing book donations 
and maintaining the ongoing book sale.

Jeffrey: And Val, what role do you play in the Library?

Val: My job is to provide appropriate and accurate descriptions 
of library materials for the library catalogue in order to enable 
good search results. As well, I’m responsible for the processing of 
materials so they can be located in the library. Both of these are 
basic to the success of library users to find the materials they need.

Jeffrey: And to add, I think you are the one with the green 
thumb in the Library, no? My final question is pretty big: why 
do you work at VST? Anybody want to take a stab at it?

Val: The community of people at VST makes it a great place 
to work—people with strong values and commitments. As 
an inclusive community, there are diverse people, theologies, 
and traditions coming together. I appreciate being part of this 
community and working with my colleagues, all these years. As 
library staff, it’s a privilege to work with the library collection 
itself—a great resource for everyone.

Robert: Having the opportunity to work with such an 
impressive theological collection is highly motivating for 
me. Also, I enjoy the team aspect of our work. We are an 
interdependent group, and I feel that this impacts positively on 
our work relations and morale. I also enjoy the diversity of people 
we encounter daily, not only from our immediate community, 
but also those from UBC and Regent College, clergy and 
community borrowers. The tapestry is always changing. Add to 
this the truly spectacular environmental setting, and it is easy to 
see why I have found a home at VST these many years! 

Faye: I like the people at VST. Everyone at VST brings 
dedication to their work, accompanied by a good sense of humor. 
Sometimes, as a Maritimer, I think people from the West need 
more humor. VST is also a community where spirituality is 
genuine and where everybody – from students and library users 
to staff and faculty – is considerate and kind. Everybody has a 
strong dedication to each other.

Jeffrey: I would just like to thank all three of you for spending 
your time with me. n 
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I just returned from a program called ‘Effective Group 
Leadership’ at Naramata Centre in the Okanagan. While 
some of the subject matter was familiar, it was presented 

in a way that helped me absorb the learning in a much deeper 
way, and personalize the leadership tools so they will be more 
useful in my work.

One re-learning for me was the central importance of group life 
in leadership situations. It is so easy to be focused on getting 
straight to the content. Yet, when time has passed after a learning 
experience, we often forget large pieces of the content, and 
can’t recall many of the words that were said. What we usually 
remember vividly is how the experience felt, especially if it was 
particularly positive or negative. We remember how we were 
treated, moments of being inspired or bored, the way that 
people interacted.

A metaphor that came to me at this training was that leading a 
program session is like hosting a feast. We know that gathering 
for a meal is about much more than the food, so it makes sense 
that learning is about much more than the subject. I now think 
of the components in planning a program session as Setting the 
Table, Feasting at the Table, and Clearing the Table. If I devote 
significant time to building the group, creating safety, clarifying 

information and expectations, and checking experience levels, 
then the group will be able to enter into the content much more 
deeply when we get there. Just as guests will be more relaxed 
and present to the food if I don’t hurry them in the door, pull 
off their coats and rush them to the table. I also won’t kick them 
out when they’ve finished their last bite, but will take time for 
digesting and cleaning up from what we’ve shared before saying 
goodbye. Understanding my leadership role as host is helping 
me re-imagine what authentic leadership looks and feels like.

Wade Lifton
Children & Youth Minister
Mount Seymour United Church

Naramata Centre(www.naramatacentre.net) offers several 
leadership programs, including ‘Leading For and Through 
Change’ and ‘Leading from Within’. They of financial support 
through their Heartwood Bursary to help make programs 
more affordable. Clergy in good standing may also apply for 
continuing education / professional development bursaries 
through the H. R. MacMillan Fund at VST (contact the 
Registrar for more information.) n

Wade Lifton writes from 
North Vancouver…

fall 2009
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This summer I was given the unique opportunity to 
travel to England as part of a summer school exchange 
with Ripon College, Cuddesdon. RCC is part of 

Oxford University, and is located just outside the town of 
Oxford. Additionally, the college is a seminary for the Church 
of England. The college, founded in 1854, sits just on the edge 
of the town of Cuddesdon, and is surrounded on three sides 
by farmers’ fields. 

This year was the first time that RCC had ever put on a summer 
school, and it was an honour to be a part of what will no 
doubt be a very successful program. The summer school course 
was ten days long, and was titled “The Bible in the Modern 
World”. The course was made up of eleven lectures, with topics 
ranging from “The Bible and Psychology” to “Blake and Visual 
Images”. The lectures were delivered by the college faculty, 
visiting lecturers, and professors from Oxford. In addition to 
the lectures there were reflection groups, giving the students 
a chance to engage the issues raised in the lectures in smaller 
groups. There were also Text Groups, a form of Bible study that 
was led by the junior faculty at the college. Every day of the 
course started and ended with Morning and Evening Prayer 
in the college chapel.

Nearly all the students attending the lecture were not from 
the area, and the college hosted us all in the dorms, and fed 
us (very well!) in the college dining hall. There were students 

from Hong Kong, Australia, Spain, USA, Canada, England 
and Northern Ireland. One of the most fascinating parts of 
the course was being able to get to know these people and 
hear about what life was like where they were from, (and 
what the Anglican church was like). Several of the students 
were Religious Education teachers in British schools, who had 
endlessly interesting stories about trying to teach religion in 
a secular context. 

Of course, it wasn’t all lectures and reflections! Ripon College 
boasts its very own croquet lawn, and two of the students 
who were hosting us were kind enough to teach us to play. 
As part of the course, the college had also arranged for several 
outings. We went to London (for a guided tour of the Near East 
section of the British Library), to Salisbury Cathedral (where 
we had a tour and attended choral evensong) and Winchester 
Cathedral (where we also had a tour, and attended evensong). 
The other excursion that we went on was to Oxford, where 
we were given a lovely tour of the Bodleian Library, one of the 
foremost libraries in the world.

Attending this summer school was a wonderful experience. 
The scholarship and lectures that were presented were first rate, 
stimulating and challenging. The other students on the course 
were as interesting as they were diverse, and I’m sure that I learned 
as much, if not more from the other people than I picked up 
from the lectures and the reflection groups! n

Summer School Exchange

by Will Ferrey



Student Updates
Andy Kuo (M.Div.) writes: “…during three weeks from late 
May till mid-June I attended the 135th General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada as student representative 
of VST/St.  Andrew’s Hall, and an intercultural ministry 
conference, “Crossing Cultures Together,” led by Episcopal 
priest Eric F.  Law.  The conference provided wonderful insights 
about forming an inclusive community for people of different 
backgrounds!  I believe building an inclusive community is 
an important dimension we all need to work on especially in 
this multicultural society we live in.” n

Steele Lazerte (PhD, University of Wales, Lampeter) 
is currently the  Principle Instructor for the Chaplains in 
Deployed Operations Course at the Chaplains’ School at 
Base Borden in Ontario (14 Oct - 27 Oct).  This program 
prepares chaplains for the ministry deployed in the Canadian 
Armed Forces. n

Alumni Updates
After enjoying a four month sabbatical at GTU in Berkeley, 
California last fall, Kristy Arndt (M.Div.  2006) and 
Kevin Arndt (M.Div.  1998) celebrated the birth of their 
first child, Julian Charles Arndt, on September 6, 2009. n

Shane Bengry (M.Div.  2008) was ordained to the Sacred 
Order of Deacons in St.  Matthew’s Cathedral, in the Diocese 
of Brandon, Anglican Church of Canada, on October 6th.  
He was ordained by Bishop James Njegovan and has been 
appointed Rector of a three point parish in the Townships 
of Carberry and MacGregor and the Village of Austin in 
Manitoba. n

After having served for the last 12 years as minister at Aldershot 
Presbyterian Church in Burlington, ON Ryk Brown 
(M.Div.  1996) is transferring into the United Church of 
Canada.  Ryk is currently serving as the minister of Trinity 
United Church in Beamsville, ON. n

Cari Copeman-Haynes (M.Div.  1998) has recently 
been part of an amalgamation project in North Delta, where 
her former congregation, St.  John’s Strawberry Hill United, 
joined with Royal Heights United to form Crossroads 
United on July 1, 2009.  The adventure continues as the new 
congregation plans a major renovation of its physical presence, 
to go along with the spiritual rebirth it is experiencing as 
Crossroads United Church. n

After five years serving the Anchorage Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship in Alaska, Fran Dearman (2000 M.Div.) 
returned home to Victoria before moving on to serve as 
Interim Minister to the First Unitarian Universalist Church 
of Winnipeg and then to the Unitarian Church of Calgary, 
where she now serves.  In both Winnipeg and Calgary, Fran 
had the good fortune to meet VST alumni.  Fran is glad of that 
enduring companionship, and grateful for all the wonderful 
people at VST who helped equip her for ministry. n

Rick Durrett (M.Div.  1988) has been appointed as the 
Command Chaplain to the Canadian Navy.  Working from the 
Chief of Maritime Staff’s Office in Ottawa, he is also doing an 
Interim Ministry at St Mary the Virgin, Blackburn Hamlet.  n

Sally and Clifford Grant (MTS 1977) was taken on 
a Transatlantic Cruise on board the Queen Mary 2 after 
spending some time on the Isle of Wight and Southampton, 
UK, in September.  After arriving in New York City they spent 
several days there before flying back to Vancouver. n  

Currently serving the parish of St.  Andrew’s in Kelowna, 
Catherine Hall (M.Div 1987 and D.Min 2004) has 
recently been appointed by Archbishop John Privett to be 
Director of Education for Ministry Canada, is a program of 
theological education by extension for lay people. n

Shane Bengry and Bishop James Njegovan
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Judith Hardcastle (M.Div.  2008) is in ministry at 
St.  Andrew’s United Church & Centre for Peace in Golden, 
BC, a town of approximately 4,500 people located between 
Revelstoke, BC and Banff, AB (or for those who are familiar 
with Rocky Mountain terrain, between Rogers and Kicking 
Horse passes.) St.  Andrew’s is an emerging church that works 
in creative partnership with not-for-profit groups in Golden 
such as the Golden Food Bank, Kicking Horse Culture, and 
Golden’s Restorative Justice program.  Judith is also the Chair 
of Kamloops-Okanagan Presbytery. n  

Jim Hatherly (M.Div.  1982) has returned recently 
from a three month solo bicycle pilgrimage around the outer 
islands and highlands of Scotland.  This included a week in 
Iona, the Outer Hebrides, Orkney Islands, navigating the 
west and north coasts, Findhorn, Culloden, Islay and the 
Knapdale peninsula.  He describes the trip as “a journey into 
both hospitable retreats and harsh landscape in quiet places.  
It was a wonderful way to ‘declutter’, read, write and reflect, 
and to be open to discoveries about God, self and to learn 
from ancient understandings of the sacredness of all things.”  
Jim has been serving the congregation of John Black Memorial 
United Church in Winnipeg since 1995. n  

Howard Jacques (M.Div.  1992) is semi-retired from 
work on north Vancouver Island where he has been ministering 
to First Nation’s People for the past fifteen years in Alert Bay, 
BC for the Namgis Nation.  He now words as a part-time 
chaplain at the Royal Jubilee Hospital and the Juan de Fuca 
hospitals in Victoria, BC. n  

Dawn Purdy Karkut (M.Div.  1999) and partner David 
welcomed a new edition to their family – Eden Sophia Purdy 
Karkut – on June 29th.  Her brother Dawson, 22 months old, is 
very good with her, but Mom and Dad have their hands full! n

Rebecca Kemper Poos (M.Div.  1996) accepted a call 
to be the Senior Pastor of Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Buena Vista, Colorado, in March 2009.  She now 
lives in the mountains of Colorado with her husband Clarke, 
son Rocky, and seven “kids”:  2 horses, 2 dogs, and 3 cats.  
The whole family loves their new home and the chance to do 
ministry in a new setting. n

Life is filled with blessing for June Maffin (M.Div.  
1985) who got married October 17th.  In November, June 
launched “Soulistry: Artistry of the Soul” (www.soulistry.com.) 
Prompted by a deep conviction that everyone is spiritual, 
artistic and creative in some way, the mission of this ministry 

Jim Hatherly
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is to encourage people to live a balanced life with purpose, 
joy and inner peace, nurturing their spirit and celebrating 
their creativity. n  

Rev. Mark Malek (M.Div. 1974) will retire on July 1, 
2010. n

Winner of the 2009 Charles Heffling Student Essay Competition, 
Beatrice Marovich (M.A.T.S.  2008) will publish “Myself: 
Walt Whitman’s Political, Theological Creature” in the Anglican 
Theological Review Spring 2010 edition.  Beatrice is currently 
completing her PhD studies at Drew University working under 
Professor Catherine Keller. n

Elizabeth Maupin (M.A.T.S.  2004) is currently involved 
in the Issaquah Sammamish Interfaith Coalition whose agenda 
is advocacy, public education, and cooperative efforts on behalf 
of the most vulnerable in our community.   She writes: “We 
have focused primarily on shelter and affordable housing 
issues, and are currently preparing to assist a local American 
Baptist congregation in hosting Tent City 4, a self-governing 
encampment of up to 100 homeless men and women, again 
this spring.  We helped launch Sophia Way, the first shelter for 
single homeless women in East King County, kept English as 
a Second Language classes going locally after the community 
colleges eliminated funding for that program, and are working to 
get Response Ability Builders, a fledgling non-profit, ecumenical 
ministry off the ground.  RAB’s mission is to empower homeless 
persons to become disaster responders, creating small foot-print, 
eco-friendly, transportable dwellings.  In addition to natural 
disasters, RAB wants to address the local man-made disaster of 
homelessness.  I am worshipping with an “emergent church” 
congregation that is a Lutheran Episcopal joint venture led by an 
abbess in the Fremont neighborhood of Seattle, and am trying 
to create an intentional community out here in Issaquah similar 

to the beguine model of medieval times.  To put bread on the 
table, I do child care and a little youth ministry.  Paid lay ministry 
positions are very scarce, so one is forced to be creative!” n

Barry Morris (M.Div.  2007) attended the Sept.  23-26th 
“Hope on the Rock/Energy from the Edges” bi-annual event, 
hosted by the Stellaburry Community Ministries of St.  John’s, 
Newfoundland.  Barry writes: “Forty outreach, community or 
urban minister types attended: including, lay and ordained; 
voluntary or professional; local, regional and national; male 
and female; straight and gay; long-term or brand new; solo 
or working in teams; burnt-out, rusted-out or just renewed; 
theologically hopeful or freshly disillusioned with the church 
and/or theological schools; flush with mid-year funding or, 
facing closure; et al.  The inductively flexible “open learning 
technology” modus operandi was adopted amid morning 
worship, utterly delicious and caringly served food on Woody 
Island, and, a closing night ceremony of being outrageously 
“screeched in” (via kissing a cod; dancing the jig with full 
rain gear on, and drinking the rum or an alternative, like 
toilet water or soda.) Part-time student Sandra Severs of First 
United Church, Vancouver also attended – as did her steadfast 
colleagues Ric Mathews and Susan Henry. n

Last May April Stanley received her Doctor of Ministry 
degree from Pacific School of Religion at Berkeley.  Her thesis 
topic was ‘Creativity as a Spiritual Practice.’ n  

Judith Stark-Sayers (M.Div. 1999) has been appointed 
to Chilliwack United Church until June 30, 2010. n

Pastor Sharon Swanson spent 2 of her 3 M.Div.  
years at VST (2002-2004) and  completed the degree with a 
“Lutheran Year” at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, part 
of the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, Ca.  For the 
past 3 years she has been Pastor at Faith Lutheran Church in 
Bellingham, Washington, a parish of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  She always enjoys visiting VST and hopes 
to be there more often in the coming year. n

Dawn Vaneyk (M.Div.  1984) has been at St Peter’s United 
Church, Sudbury, ON for 20 years.  (And seeing that in print, 
she says, gives her pause.) Husband Tim Lehman helps to 
manage Ontario’s forests, and teenage son, Isaac, is a budding 
drummer/percussionist. n

VST D.Min.  graduate Ruth Wright (2005) was awarded 
an honorary Doctor of Ministry at the May convocation of 
Queen’s University. n
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Faculty
At the ninth annual Transdisciplinary 
Theology Conference at Drew 
University, Madison NJ (Oct 1-3, 
2009), Sharon Betcher presented 
a paper entitled “Take my ‘yoga’ upon 
you: A Spiritual Pli/e for the Global 
City.” The subject of the conference was 
“Polydoxy: Theologies of the Manifold.”  
In November at the American Academy 
of Religion meeting in Montreal 
Sharon presented a paper entitled 

“Breathing through the Pain: Engaging the Cross through 
Tonglen, Taking to the Streets as Mendicants.” n

Glen Davis presented three 
addresses at a men’s retreat on October 
3 on the theme, “The Journey Toward 
a Healthy, Male Spirituality in the 21st 
Century” and on October 17 spoke at 
an SFU Philosophers’ Café on: “Should 
the West Play Hardball or Softball with 
North Korea?” n

Pat Dutcher-Walls led two workshops for elders in the 
Presbyterian Church on “How to Read the Bible” just before 
General Assembly in June.  In early September, she was the 
speaker at an SFU Philosopher’s Cafe on the topic “Is the Bible 

True, and Does It Matter?” Forty people from the community 
engaged in a lively discussion, with many different opinions 
expressed.  This past summer, Pat sang Rachmaninoff’s “All 
Night Vigil” with the Berkshire Choral Festival in Sheffield, 
Mass. n

Stephen Farris has had a busy fall schedule preaching 
and lecturing from Vancouver to Montreal.  Highlights include 
the conference, Calvin@500, “Calvin and the Preaching of the 
Lively Word” in September, participation in the Presbyterian 
Synod of Alberta, Rocky Mountain House, the Baptism of 
grand-daughter Anna Catherine Farris, St.  James, Manitoba, 
and “Calvin and the Word Rightly Preached” Presbyterian 
College, Montreal in October.  November found Stephen in 
Montral, Regina, Toronto and Ingersoll, Ontario. n

While teaching this semester, Principal 
and Dean Wendy Fletcher has 
been very busy traveling, presenting 
papers, and making presentations.  
In June she met with the heads of 
Canadian Anglican theological schools 
in London, Ont.  She led a workshop 
entitled “Women in Ministry – Future 
Imaginings” in the Diocese of the 
Kootenay in September and preached 
at the patronal festival of the Cathedral 
in Kelowna, BC.  In Pittsburgh in October, Wendy attended 
the Association of Theological Schools Women in Leadership 
Summit; she will also be the ATS keynote speaker at the 
December Women Presidents’ Retreat in Santa Fe.  In 
November, Wendy met with the Presbyterian Church of 
Canada’s Committee on Theological Education followed by 
meetings with other Dean’s and Principal’s who head United 
Church of Canada theological schools.  At the recent American 
Academy of Religion conference held in Montreal, Wendy 
presented papers both to the Society of Anglican and Lutheran 
Theologians and at a joint session of the Society for the Study 
on Anglicanism and the Ecclesiological Investigations Unit.  
Both papers presented will be published.  She was also elected 
president of the Society of Anglican and Lutheran Theologians 
in North America.  Writing on the theme of Residential 
School, Wendy has recently authored an integrating reflection 
for the submission of the Canadian Council of Churches to 
the Edinburgh 2010 Ecumenical Conference on Mission and 
Power.  Finally, she has also submitted two book reviews to 
be published in the Journal of the Academy of Religion and 
the Anglican Journal. n 
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September and October saw Richard Leggett criss-
crossing the continent. Highlights include for the annual 
meeting in Alexandria, VA of the Board of the Anglican 
Theological Review on which he serves as Vice President; 
Fruitvale, BC to offer a workshop on liturgical leadership 
for lay and ordained leaders of the Diocese of Kootenay; 
Edmonton to participate in the semi-annual session of the Joint 
Anglican Lutheran Commission; and Toronto to participate 
in a small task force meeting on the blessing of the marriages 
of gay and lesbian Christians.  In early January Richard will 
travel to Milwaukee (annual meeting of the North American 
Academy of Liturgy) to give a short paper on how Jews and 
Judaism are treated in the Good Friday liturgies of the Anglican 
churches in Canada, England and the United States at the.  
Richard has also been elected to the Board of the Association 
of Anglican Deacons in Canada as a Director-at-large. n

Sallie McFague was a guest 
lecturer at Harvard Divinity School 
on October 28.  In November, she 
led a workshop for the David Suzuki 
Foundation at a Forum called “Elders 
and the Environment,” and gave a 
lecture “A Spirituality for the Planet” 
at St.  Andrews Wesley United Church 
here in town, and later that month 
she gave the keynote address for a 
conference at Canadian Memorial 

Church entitled “Environment and Spirit.” n  

Gillian McLeod attended the American Academy of 
Religion meeting in Montreal and received news that she 
had been accepted for a week-long professional development 
colloquy at the Wabash Center in April of 2010.  Gillian 
was also excited to learn that a pre-conference workshop 
presentation she submitted to the ATLA conference committee 
(American Theological Libraries Association) was accepted 
and she will be presenting in June in Louisville, Kentucky. n

In the last issue of Perspectives we 
reported that Harry Maier and 
Robert Daum were awarded a Lilly 
Collaborative Research Grant.  The 
grant began 1 July and the project is to 
continue through 2010, culminating 
in presentations at CSBS in Spring 
2010 and at  SBL in Fall of the same 
year, as well as local presentations 
at VST and the JCC.  Harry and 
Robert will also teach a Th.M.-level 
course, and publish.  They offer their 
thanks to Casey Toews, UBC post-
grad and research assistant, who was 
instrumental in helping win this award.  

The following is the abstract of 
their proposal.

Disturbing Images: Reading Civic 
Ideals in Early Judaism and Ancient 
Christianity against the Backdrop of 
Roman Imperial Iconography 

This project explores how early “Jews” and “Christians” (ca.  
BCE 63-250 CE) developed a civic imagination in the context 
of the visual and material culture of the Roman Empire .  A 
key component of that cultural situation was the way that 
civic ideals were promoted through visual media (imperial 
monuments, coins, organization of civic space, architecture, 
statuary, mosaics, frescoes, etc.).  This helped to make Rome’s 
ideals persuasive to their audiences, the majority of whom 
were either illiterate or otherwise disenfranchised.  Jews and 
Christians, as inhabitants, formulated their own civic ideals by 
way of a range of responses, including association, resistance, 
rejection, accommodation, etc.  The project explores how from 
diverse social locations “Jews” and “Christians” developed 
a civic imagination that reflected their socio-cultural and 
religious identities as colonized subjects.  For example, visions 
of the conquered subject and the idealized city offered both 
Jews and Christians sites to explore a counter-imperial civic 
imagination: this fostered the development of ideals that were 
at once at home in and resistant to their imperial contexts.  
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This project reads early Jewish and Christian civic ideals in 
the imperial context of the Hellenized Roman city to furnish 
resources for present day Jewish and Christian reflection on 
civic identity in our contemporary urban context. n  

Paula Sampson  presented 
a workshop entitled “Seeing God 
through First Nations Eyes:  Indigenous 
Anglican Perspectives on Faith, 
Worship and Education” in Vancouver, 
Washington at the Episcopal Diocese 
of Olympia’s annual convention.  Ian 
Mackenzie contributed on behalf of 
the Center for Indian Scholars, and 
together they hosted a promotional 
table for the two days of the convention 

on behalf of NMP, NMC, Yuu-hadaax and CIS. n Is this Gillian?
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With our deepest sympathy and condolences, VST remembers 
those we love but see no longer. May they rest in peace.

Perspectives has received the following notifications.

Rev. Dr. Francis H. Stevens  
(Union College, 1930)
Dr. Stevens was the son of Hon. H.H. Stevens, a well-known 
politician in the 30’s and 40’s in Vancouver and Ottawa. He 
was very close to his Methodist grandmother as he grew who 
made him vow to her that he would never drink alcohol or 
smoke – a vow he kept throughout his long life. Originally 
going to University to study engineering and math, he 
eventually received a call to the ministry.

He was a wonderful painter and photographer and many of 
his paintings adorn the walls in his family’s homes. An avid 
reader with an unbelievable memory for detail, he was able 
to discuss any topic with anyone and made a wonderful tour 
guide as he had traveled extensively in Canada and the States 
from coast to coast.

Francis lived a very full life and when asked what his secret for 
longevity was he would answer: Live one day at a time, make 
the very best of everything you have and it always helps to 
have a loving family and friends….(which he certainly did!). n

Bishop Geoffrey Parke-Taylor 
Bishop Geoffrey Parke-Taylor passed away in his 90th year. 
Bishop Parke-Taylor was Professor of New Testament at 
Anglican Theological College from 1959 until 1964. At the 
time, the Biblical Studies Division of Union College and ATC 
were shared, so many ATC and Union graduates will have 
benefited from his lectures and presence in the life of the two 
colleges. He also had responsibility for the Library and oversaw 
its joint development into the new facility at ATC. 

Before becoming Suffragan Bishop of Huron in 1976 and Area 
Bishop of Toronto’s Highlands in 198l where he served until 
his retirement, he taught Old Testament at Wycliffe College, 
served in parish ministry, and taught at ATC and then Huron 
College. In 1966 he was appointed Dean of Theology at 
Huron, a position he held until his election to the Episcopate.

He will be remembered for his scholarship, wonderful sense 
of humour, self-discipline, and quiet commitment to the well-
being of the Church, its academic life, and its concern for the 
Whole People of God. n 

Karen Anne Harvey 
Karen Anne Harvey, who graduated from the Pacific Jubilee 
Spiritual Direction program in 1999, passed away on June 
11th of cancer. Her service was held on June 19th. n

Rev. Lloyd Hooper 
Rev. Lloyd Hooper passed away on Oct. 14th at the age of 
93. n

Arne Hill
Arne Hill, the partner of Ruth Anne Hill (M.Div. 1998) passed 
away in May 2008. n

VST Remembers…

VST mourns two steadfast members of the  
Friends of VST (formerly the Auxiliary to VST)

Winifred Seel
Winifred Seel passed away on July 22nd. She had served on 
the Executive of the VST Auxiliary (now Friends of VST), 
was a Chalmers Summer School participant, and served on a 
number of committees. n

Helen Wood
Helen Wood passed away on August 18th. Her funeral service 
was held on September 5th at St. Mark’s Anglican Church. 
She served the VST Auxiliary (now Friends of VST) for many 
years and on the Board of Governors Awards and Bursaries 
Committee. n
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Rev. Fred Kaan
Fred Kaan passed away on October 4th at the age of 80. 

A tribute to the life of Fred Kaan 
by VST Professor Emeritus Gerald Hobbs

One Saturday morning in November, 1974, the doorbell rang 
in our flat in Meyrin, a suburb of Geneva, Switzerland. Two 
strangers in their mid-forties stood on the landing. They were 
just back from Canada, they said, from a wonderful cross-country 
tour singing hymns, and having heard there were Canadians just 
arrived on their street, they wanted to bring greetings. It turned 
out, of course, to be Fred and his first wife, Elly, the mother of 
Martin, Peter and Alison. The beginning, too, of a wonderful 
friendship – as we became shortly thereafter their next-door 
neighbours, a relationship that has endured and deepened across 
these thirty-five years. Alison became my three children’s beloved 
babysitter; Martin and Peter and I cycled on Saturday excursions 
around the canton of Geneva and beyond. In time that friendship 
came to embrace the dear woman known to so many of you, 
Anthea, she whose deep love for her partner carried them both 
through these last difficult months of Fred’s departing. 

So this afternoon I count it a great honour to have been invited 
by Anthea and the family to speak a few moments of tribute 
from the perspective of a longtime friend, with the aid of some 
personal vignettes.

But first, I would be remiss if I did not say that I stand in this 
afternoon for countless thousands of North Americans, who have 
found their faith enlivened, and their lives enriched, in singing 
the hymns of Fred Kaan. They would want me to express their 
gratitude for Fred’s life and work. Artists like Ron Klusmeier, 
who has written more than forty tunes to Fred’s texts, poets 
like Carl Daw and Brian Wren, who acknowledge in him a 
master and an inspiration. The pilgrims my colleague Lynne 
McNaughton and I have brought to England to sing, and hear 
Fred’s reflections. This is Thanksgiving weekend in Canada, and 
all across my homeland yesterday, congregations sang hymns 
like the Communion Calypso, and “Now let us from this table 
rise” that have become beloved. They would want me to express 
their gratitude for the profound renewal of their worship song 
through Fred’s words.

Affection for his crisp imagery and lean expression could begin 
at an early age. Children may well have appreciated, better than 
some of their elders, his playfulness, his puns, his reversal of 
images. Fred loved to tell how he sat in our Meyrin flat with 
tears on his face, as my children aged seven, five and three lit 
the Advent candles whilst singing “Down to Earth as a dove, 
came to us Holy Love”. 

In the house there is bread.
Jesus in a stable,
In the church a table.

Fred first encountered the English language as an adolescent, an 
astounding fact for one who employed it so well; and he brought 

to his practice of it all the passion and pleasure, as well as the intensity, of 
a lover. How many of us have delighted in his wordplays, that functioned 
as a sharp elbow in our spiritual ribs, interrupting the smooth passage 
of pieties across our lips, demanding that we engage with our minds the 
words we were singing. In that regard how can one surpass the closing line 
of “To show by touch and word” – in Canada one of Fred’s most beloved 
hymns - where we ask, at the conclusion of worship:

Now come with us that we may have
Your wits about us where we live.

A friend tells how, the first time she used this hymn in her urban 
congregation, at the door after the service more than one parishioner tried 
to convince her that there clearly had been a misprint in the last line of 
the hymn! On the contrary, Fred’s wordplay was an inspired reflection of 
Paul’s call in Philippians, to carry about within us, “the mind of Christ”.

Some found his lines far too unsettling. I once chose as concluding hymn 
for an annual conference in Vancouver, his “Lord, as we rise to leave this 
shell of worship, called to the risk of unprotected living”. When the order 
of worship was printed, I found this hymn had been dropped, replaced 
by one with much more conventional pieties, under the excuse that, “our 
people don’t like thinking of this magnificent cathedral with its imported, 
expensive stained glass windows, as a shell of worship”. Precisely, Fred 
would have said!

“Sing we a song of high revolt, sing we the song that Mary sang, of God at 
war with human wrong!” Fred loved to tell that the inclusion of this, his 
version of the Magnificat, in a hymnal for grammar school students, had 
drawn its wrathful denunciation as Communist propaganda in the British 
House of Commons by no less a foe than Enoch Powell. Fred of course 
wore that as a badge of honour. 

There are so many stories that could be told. I will conclude with one more. 
In December 1975 Fred appeared at my apartment door, more excited 
than I think I have ever seen him. He was holding a tape recording just 
made at the Nairobi 5th Assembly of the WCC, where a West German jazz 
ensemble had turned the litany he had written into a song that had captured 
the Assembly, in worship and at after-hours parties. That fundamental sea-
change in church music, initiated in his earlier New Songs For Asian Cities 
and Cantate Domino Fred had a major role in carrying forward into the 
Vancouver 6th Assembly, where I had the privilege of working with him. 
There the worship team on which he had a key role, brought the music 
of the world church from Asia, Africa, Latin America, into the Assembly, 
and thence into all of our subsequent hymnals around the world. Let me 
conclude this tribute in words drawn from that 1975 litany, words too 
infrequently heard today, words that express so well the heart passion of 
my friend: 

Lord, we shall need ever-new insights into the truth, Awareness of your will 
for all humanity, Courage to do what is right, even when it’s not allowed, 
Persistence in undermining unjust structures until they crumble into dust, 
Grace to exercise a ministry of reconciliation. n
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VST Upcoming Events 2010
Winter/Spring
Evening and Weekend Courses of 
interest at VST
Please visit the website for course descriptions about each of the courses.

REV. DR. MARTIN BROKENLEG, PT/ED5/-712: 
Ageing Well and the End of Life
Three weekends: Jan. 15-16 / Feb 5-6 / March 12-13. 
Friday evening, all day Saturday.

REV. DR. PAULA SAMPSON, SP/ETH511: 
Spirituality and Ethics: Aboriginal Wisdoms, Lives and Lands
Mondays, 6-9 pm, January 4 - April 9

RABBI DR. ROBERT DAUM, TH571: 
Foundational Traditions in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
Tuesdays, 6-9 pm, January 4 - April 9

VST Speaker Series
Vancouver School of Theology hosts a Speaker Series 
on alternate Wednesdays throughout the academic year. 
This series gives members of both our own and the 
wider community an opportunity to learn more about 
the work of VST students and faculty, as well as the 
wisdom of guest speakers both local and international. 

Free and open to the public. • Time: 1-2 pm in Room 300.

January 13
REV. BARRY MORRIS, VST Student Speaker
Illumining Canadian Urban Ministry via the Hoping 
Justice Prayerfully Triad

January 27
DR. HARRY MAIER, DR. ROBERT DAUM, VST 
Faculty
Christians and Jews in the Gymnasium: Athleticism, 
Religion, and Imperial Civic Identity in Emerging Early 
Christian and Jewish Traditions

February 10
DAN OBERG, Director of the Grünewald Guild
The Church and the Arts

March 10 
REV. ANN TURNER, VST Student Speaker
A Keeping of the Hours

January 21
Friends of VST – VST Community Worship and Luncheon
Worship begins at 12 noon in Epiphany Chapel.
Luncheon, 1pm with speaker: 
REV. DR. RICHARD TOPPING.

January 22
 Leaders’ Training Seminar at VST.

GAYLE ANSLEY, 9-5pm, $125, Registration required.

January 28
Iona Pacific Inter-Religious Centre Launch, 7pm at VST
ROBERT DAUM, Rabbi, PhD

January 30
Children and the Church
“Little Fish in a Big Pond…Living our faith everyday”. 
Early bird $70 to Jan 4 / $80 after. Registration required. 
Contact programadmin@vst.edu for more information.

March 25
VST Donor’s Wine and Cheese Reception
5-7 pm at VST

May 9-11
Convocation Weekend with Alumni dinner and 
G. Peter Kaye Lectures (see page 23) 

July 5-16
VST Summer School 2010
Stepping stones on your journey...
For more information and updates please visit www.vst.edu   
Subject to change

July 11-23
Native Ministries Consortium Summer School 2010
Celebrating 25 years of ministry with First Nation 
communities and the church

July 19-23
Clergy Care: Starting Well, First Years of Ministry, 
For more information  www.caringforclergy.ca

Stepping 
stones on 
your journey...
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WEEK ONE, July 5-9

JOHN BELL, Ancient (Celtic) Gifts for Modern 
times

MARILYN LEGGE, Canadian Narratives and 
Moral Wisdom

MICHAEL BOURGEOIS, God and Evolution

EMILIE SMITH, Liberation Theology

MERTON SCHOLARS: Co-sponsored by VST and 
the Thomas Merton Society of Canada

ROSS LABRIE, Public Lecture, Thursday, July 8

JIM FINDLEY, Following the Mystics through 
the Narrow Gate, 
July 9 evening to July 11 at 12 noon.

July 5-16

VST Summer School 2010
Stepping stones on your journey...

WEEK TWO, July 12-16

MARTIN BROKENLEG, LARRY BRENDTRO, Circle of 
Courage: Reclaiming Youth at Risk, in conjunction with NMC

RICHARD BOTT, Digitally Divine: Projecting our Worship

CHRISTOPHER OCKER, A Meaningful Life: Jewish, 
Christian, and Muslim perspectives

THERESE DESCAMP, This Is Your Brain On Prayer: Body, 
Mind And Soul In Dialogue

VST at Sorrento Centre
PAT DUTCHER-WALLS, Ancient Voices. Date: TBA
For more information and updates please visit www.vst.edu   

July 19-23
Clergy Care: Starting Well, First Years of Ministry,  
For more information  www.caringforclergy.ca

PREVIEW  Subject to change.
Check www.vst.edu for course outlines in January!

Leaders’ Training Seminar
Friday, January 22, 2010 - 9am to 5pm

Cost: $125 per person
Location:  Vancouver School of Theology

This workshop is for anyone wishing to lead a DISCIPLE Bible Study program in their church. You will 
learn how to start a program and how to lead a group effectively. Lunch and all resources included. 

To Register: www.vst.edu • Email: programadmin@vst.edu • Tel: 604-822-9815 
Registration deadline: January 15 (for minimum enrollment numbers)
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER: JANE GARLAND
‘Contemplative Parenting for Imperfect Parents: 
Discovering Joy with your Family’

E. Jane Garland, MD, FRCPC, Clinical Professor at 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada, is a 
child psychiatrist and medical researcher in mood and anxiety 
disorders who is active in medical and public education 
both in mental health issues as well as spirituality and 
health. She is a teacher of the whirling prayer with active 
practices in both contemplative Christianity and Sufism. 

MUSICIAN: BRUCE HARDING 
Singer, songwriter and multi-instrumentalist Bruce Harding 
is passionate about communal singing with all ages. He 
served as managing editor for the hymnal supplement, More 
Voices, and is currently music minister at Crossroads United 

Church in Delta, BC, song leader for Pacific InterChristian 
Community in Vancouver, BC, and Epiphany Musician in 
Residence, 2009-2010, at the Vancouver School of Theology. 

WORKSHOPS
BRUCE HARDING Singing the Story
DORIS KIzINNA Go Deep with Spiritual Practices
KAREN BRIDGES Making a BIG splash: Children IN 
worship not at worship 
ANNE CLARKE Godly Play Exposure
CLARA KING Stewards of the Next Church

Please visit the VST website for more information and updates. 
www.vst.edu

For a Brochure please contact programadmin@vst.edu

Saturday, January 30, 2010
9am-3pm. $70 Early Bird by Jan. 4 / $80 after Jan. 4
A special educational event for church school leaders, volunteers, teachers, parents, 
grandparents, clergy and anyone who ministers with children ages 3-12.

“Little Fish in a Big Pond....
               Living our faith everyday”

12th Annual Children in the Church 

2010
January 21, Thursday
VST Community Worship and Luncheon
Worship begins at 12 noon in Epiphany Chapel
Luncheon: 1 pm   
Speaker: RICHARD TOPPING, St. Andrew’s Hall.

January 28, Thursday
Iona Pacific Inter-Religious Centre Launch
ROBERT DAUM, Rabbi, PhD
7 pm at VST followed by a reception. 

March 25, Thursday
Donor’s Wine and Cheese Reception
5-7 pm at VST

May 10, Monday
VST Convocation, 7 pm
Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church, 2733 West 41st Ave. 

To become a member of Friends of VST please contact Ruth 
at ruth@vst.edu or ph: 604-822-0245

Members will receive a membership card for a fee of $5.00 
per year. This money, plus money received through donations 
from the Friends of VST, will support the students through 
bursaries, gifts, convocation hoods, books, and other items 
as appropriate. 

Cheques should be made payable to VST with a tracking 
memo “donation to the Friends of VST”.

The Friends of VST (formerly Auxiliary to VST)

Aims and Objectives Through a network of friends 
• to support the ongoing work of Vancouver School of Theology 

• to provide programs of interest to members of the Friends of VST 
• to promote relationship and understanding among ecumenical and inter-religious partners 

The Friends of VST invite you to attend the following events:
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May 9-11, 2010

Convocation Weekend at VST!

WITH DR. BARBARA BROWN TAYLOR

Barbara Brown Taylor teaches religion at Piedmont College in rural northeast 
Georgia and is an adjunct professor of spirituality at Columbia Theological Seminary 
in Decatur. She is the author of twelve books, including An Altar in the World, 
published by HarperOne in February 2009. Her first memoir, Leaving Church, met 
with widespread critical acclaim, winning a 2006 Author of the Year award from 
the Georgia Writers Association. Dr. Taylor is an at-large editor for The Christian 
Century and sometime commentator on Georgia Public Radio.

Sunday, May 9
VST Alumni Dinner, 5pm at VST. 
More information to follow.

G. Peter Kaye Lecture Series
Preaching at the Intersection of Faith and Culture

Sunday, May 9, 7 pm. 
Lecture #1

Monday, May 10
Continuing Education Workshop.
Fees apply.Registration required. www.vst.edu

Monday, May 10, 7pm
VST Convocation 
Convocation Address, Dr. Barbara Brown Taylor
Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church, 2733 West 41st Ave.

Tuesday, May 11, 12:30 pm. 
Lecture #2

More information about the lectures and 
Continuing Education Workshop please contact 
the website www.vst.edu

Alumni Dinner and G. Peter 
Kaye Lecture Series



Vancouver School of Theology
6000 Iona Drive
Vancouver, BC  V6T 1L4

Yes!  I would like to make a gift to VST

Name______________________________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________
City_______________________________________Province_______________Postal Code__________________
Phone________________________________Email__________________________________________________

Enclosed is my donation:  q $25     q$50     q$100     qOther_______________
I would like to pay by  qCheque      qVISA    qMastercard
Card number______________________________________________________Expiry Date_________________
Signature____________________________________________________________________________________

Please use my gift:
q Where it is needed most
q Other___________________________________________________________________________________

q I would like information about leaving a gift to VST in my will
q I have already remembered VST in my will

Send your tax-deductible donation to: Vancouver School of Theology, 6000 Iona Drive, Vancouver, BC  V6T 1L4

Thank you for your support!


