
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

TH5/731  – The Church’s Christology and Difficult Biblical texts 

Vancouver School of Theology SUMMER 2020 

 

Instructor Katherine Sonderegger  

Email: ksonderegger@vts.edu 

 

PURPOSE:  

For Cyril and many of the ancient Alexandrian theologians, the golden text to all Christology 

was the Prologue to John: The Word became flesh.  Their Christology was strongly unified, and 

centered upon the Word whose flesh saved the world.  But it is not entirely clear to us —nor was 

it to Antiochene theologians —how this view of the Person of Christ could be the very same One 

who faced temptation, who encountered the Syro-Phoenician woman, who struggled in 

Gethsemane, who cried out to a silent sky in abandonment.  This course gives us a chance to 

examine one early Christology and the texts that trouble it.  

 

EXPECTATIONS AND COMPETENCE OBJECTIVES:  

At the course’s end, students will develop a clearer understanding of past Christological 

controversies; they will integrate their own questions into the teachings of the past; they will 

learn how Scripture supports but also challenges traditional Christological teaching; and they 

will prepare themselves for preaching and teaching on these dogmatic and Scriptural texts. 

 

FORMAT All courses offered in VST 2020 Summer School will only be available through 

distance learning, using Zoom for class sessions and Canvas, VST’s online course platform, for 

course resources. All classes will be recorded on Zoom for password protected viewing by class 

participants only. 

 
Zoom software requires minimum computer system requirements such as an internet connection – 

broadband wired or wireless, a camera and a microphone. For details please refer to 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023-System-Requirements-for-PC-Mac-and-

Linux. Students unfamiliar with Zoom will be provided basic support by VST. For reference see 
https://vst.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Zoom-Manual-for-Students.pdf. Students will also be 

provided with basic support for accessing Canvas.  

 

Work in the course consists of daily 3-hour Zoom classes that may include lectures and various 

in-class online discussions and small group exercises that will be accomplished through Zoom. 

All courses also include required readings to be completed before the course starts. As well 

various assignments may include papers or exercises during the week, and one or more final 

papers due by August 31 for Certificate and Basic Degree students. All papers will be submitted 

to the instructor via email or as the instructor specifies. 

 

REQUIRED READINGS:  

Athanasius, On the Incarnation.  Popular Patristics Series. St Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 

Yonkers, NY: 2011. (ISBN 978 0 88141 427 1) (whole text) 

Cyril of Alexandria, On the Unity of Christ.  Popular Patristics Series. St Vladimir’s Seminary 

Press, Yonkers, NY: 2012. (ISBN  978 0 88141 133 1)  (whole text; introduction 

recommended but not required) 

F McLeod ed Theodore of Mopsuestia, in The Early Church Fathers series. New York: 

Routledge Press, 2009. (ISBN  978 0 415 43408 9)  (Part II, texts) 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023-System-Requirements-for-PC-Mac-and-Linux
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023-System-Requirements-for-PC-Mac-and-Linux
https://vst.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Zoom-Manual-for-Students.pdf
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Ian McFarland, The Word Made Flesh.  Louisville, KY: Westminster/J Knox Press, 2019. (ISBN 

978 0 664 26297 6. 9) (whole text recommended; Introduction, Parts 2 and 3 required.) 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 

1. Attendance: All students taking the course for Certificate or Degree credit must participate 

synchronously in all class sessions via Zoom. Auditors are encouraged to participate 

synchronously, but may request to watch class recordings asynchronously. 100% attendance 

is required of Certificate and Degree students. 

2. Readings: All students including auditors are expected to do all the required readings.  

3. Class participation: All synchronously participating students are expected to participate in 

all  class discussions and activities. These will be set up via the Zoom technology. 

4. Certificate students:  Certificate students are required to hand in 5-6 pages of writing that 

demonstrates the ability to thoughtfully engage the material and reading for the class and 

gives a personal reflection on the reading and material covered.  

5. Basic degree students (Diploma; MA; M.Div): are required to do any required oral 

assignments during the course itself and submit any combination of written assignments 

totaling approximately 1500-1875 words/6-8 pages.  

6. Advanced degree students (Th.M): are required to do any required oral assignments during 

the course itself and submit any combination of written assignments totaling approximately 

3750-4250 words/15-17 pages.  
 

Further details about assignments will be provided on the course syllabus. 

 
SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

The research field is vast.  You’ll find these guides helpful: 

A Grillmeier Christ in Christian Tradition, esp. vol. 1.  J Knox Press 

RPC Hanson The Search for the Christian Doctrine of God.  Baker Academic Press 

J A McGuckin St Cyril of Alexandria and the Christological Controversies.  St Vladimir’s Press. 

Richard Norris, The Christological Controversy.  Fortress Press. 

The Dictionary of Jesus in the Gospels. Intervarsity Press. 

 

Major Christologies in the modern era: 

Karl Barth Church Dogmatics, volume IV.1, esp.  T&T Clark Press 

Sergei Bulgakov The Lamb of God, Wm Eerdmans Press 

Karl Rahner Foundations of the Christian Faith, Seabury Press. 

H Urs v Balthasar Mysterium Paschale, Ignatius Press. 

Rowan Williams Christ the Heart of Creation, Bloomsbury Press. 

Kathryn Tanner, Christ the Key, Cambridge University Press. 

 


