
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

PT532  – The Art of the Commonplace: Being a Pastor in Uncommon Times 

Vancouver School of Theology SUMMER 2020 

 

Instructor Rev. Kyle Childress 

Email: pastorkylechildress@gmail.com  

 

PURPOSE:  

We’re living in a world of pandemics, climate change, injustice, and violence which isolates, 

diminishes, dehumanizes, divides, and destroys, yet a major portion of a pastor’s work is 

common: building and nurturing the community of Christ. Our common work is plain and 

humble, nurturing and repairing, healing and giving hope: small work for these not-so-small 

challenges. This class will look at preaching, pastoral care, administration, and worship as ways 

to nurture the common life of a congregation the midst of these uncommon times. 

 

EXPECTATIONS AND COMPETENCE OBJECTIVES: 

By the end of this course, students who participate, complete all the readings, and finish the 

assignment will: 

• Describe an understanding of the biblical, historical, and theological issues and practices 

related to being a pastor. 

• Articulate the qualities that make for a faithful pastor in a local congregation. 

• Be able better read and discern who a congregation is, its context, history, challenges, and 

gifts and adapt as a pastor to that particular congregation without compromising fidelity 

to the gospel of Christ. 

 

FORMAT All courses offered in VST 2020 Summer School will only be available through 

distance learning, using Zoom for class sessions and Canvas, VST’s online course platform, for 

course resources. All classes will be recorded on Zoom for password protected viewing by class 

participants only. 

 
Zoom software requires minimum computer system requirements such as an internet connection – 

broadband wired or wireless, a camera and a microphone. For details please refer to 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023-System-Requirements-for-PC-Mac-and-

Linux. Students unfamiliar with Zoom will be provided basic support by VST. For reference see 
https://vst.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Zoom-Manual-for-Students.pdf. Students will also be 

provided with basic support for accessing Canvas.  

 

Work in the course consists of daily 3-hour Zoom classes that may include lectures and various 

in-class online discussions and small group exercises that will be accomplished through Zoom. 

All courses also include required readings to be completed before the course starts. As well 

various assignments may include papers or exercises during the week, and one or more final 

papers due by August 31 for Certificate and Basic Degree students. All papers will be submitted 

to the instructor via email or as the instructor specifies. 

 

REQUIRED READINGS: 

All readings must be completed before course starts. Students are responsible to purchase 

their own books. 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023-System-Requirements-for-PC-Mac-and-Linux
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023-System-Requirements-for-PC-Mac-and-Linux
https://vst.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Zoom-Manual-for-Students.pdf
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Wendell Berry, edited by Norman Wirzba, The Art of the Commonplace: Agrarian Essays 

(Counterpoint, 2003). 

Charles L. Campbell, The Word Before the Powers: An Ethic of Preaching (Westminster John 

Knox Press, 2002). 

Kyle Childress, “Enough with Little: The Prophetic Pastor,” in Pastoral Work: Engagements 

with the Vision of Eugene Peterson, ed. Jason Byassee and L. Roger Owens (Wipf and 

Stock, 2014). 

Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales: The Prologue “The Parson” lines 477-528 

(https://sites.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/teachslf/gp-par.htm). 

Richard Lischer, Open Secrets: A Spiritual Journey Through a Country Church (Broadway 

Books, 2002). 

Heidi B. Neumark, Breathing Space: A Spiritual Journey in the South Bronx (Beacon Press, 

2004). 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 

1. Attendance: All students taking the course for Certificate or Degree credit must participate 

synchronously in all class sessions via Zoom. Auditors are encouraged to participate 

synchronously, but may request to watch class recordings asynchronously. 100% attendance 

is required of Certificate and Degree students. 

2. Readings: All students including auditors are expected to do all the required readings.  

3. Class participation: All synchronously participating students are expected to participate in 

all  class discussions and activities. These will be set up via the Zoom technology. 

4. Certificate students:  Certificate students are required to hand in 5-6 pages of writing that 

demonstrates the ability to thoughtfully engage the material and reading for the class and 

gives a personal reflection on the reading and material covered.  

5. Basic degree students (Diploma; MA; M.Div): are required to do any required oral 

assignments during the course itself and submit any combination of written assignments 

totaling approximately 1500-1875 words/6-8 pages.  

 

Further details about assignments will be provided on the course syllabus. 

 

6. SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Ashley-Anne Masters and Stacy Smith, Bless Her Heart: Life as a Young Clergy Woman, (Chalice 

Press, 2011). 

Lillian Daniel and Martin B. Copenhaver, This Odd and Wondrous Calling: The Public and Private 

Lives of Two Ministers, (Eerdmans, 2009). 

William H. Willimon, Pastor: Revised Edition: The Theology and Practice of Ordained Ministry, 

(Abingdon, 2016). 

William H. Willimon, Pastor: A Reader for Ordained Ministry, (Abingdon, 2002). 

 

https://sites.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/teachslf/gp-par.htm

