
LS/SP503   ANGLICAN FORMATION TEACHING RETREAT: 

THE ANGLICAN THEOLOGY AND PRACTICE OF BAPTISM 

 

Dates: October 15—16, 2021 

Instructor:  Grant Rodgers 

grodgers@vst.edu 

604-822-9815 

Available synchronously only via Zoom 

1 credit 

 

PURPOSE: 

 

For Anglicans, Baptism is the primary sacrament, which symbolizes and effects 

entry into life in Christ and the Church. In addition to understanding the history and 

theology of Baptism, Anglican priests are expected to be competent leaders in 

presiding at sacramental worship, symbolizing and embodying the meaning of 

Baptism and being in Christ. 

 

In this two-day online retreat/intensive, students will   

• reflect on the nature of water as symbol 

• reflect on the meaning of sacraments as that applies to the practice of Baptism 

in an Anglican context 

• reflect upon a variety of baptismal theologies and approaches to initiation 

including infant and adult-only Baptism 

• develop a familiarity with the contemporary Anglican service of Baptism by 

examining its contents and components 

• consider how to approach Baptism in a parish or other context (e.g. hospital) 

• reflect on Baptism from the point of view of those seeking it by creating a 

hypothetical “examination of the parish” by the candidates 

• reflect on the liturgical movements, gestures and other aspects of ritual 

involved in presiding at Baptism 

 

PREREQUISITE: This retreat, part of the Anglican Formation program, is open to 

Anglican M.Div. students and students in the Diploma in Anglican Diaconal Studies 

programme unless by special permission from the Instructor. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:grodgers@vst.edu


COURSE COMPETENCIES: 

 

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to articulate their own 

their personal theology of Baptism, and how they would approach the priority, 

meaning and practice of Baptism in a parish context.  They will demonstrate 

familiarity with Anglican traditions and teachings about Baptism, and the symbolism 

and use of water, font and liturgical space. They will be better able to develop parish 

policy and offer pre-baptismal preparation both to parish members and those who 

may not be familiar with Christian and Church practices.   They will be able to 

articulate some of the questions that seekers might ask in assessing whether Baptism 

and life in Christ would be a good choice for them.  They will have developed at 

least the beginnings of a liturgical style for presiding that is personally and 

corporately appropriate. 

 

FORMAT AND CONTENT 

 

Due to continuing uncertainties about travel stemming from the Covid-19 pandemic, 

and in consideration of the needs of students who are obliged to study at a distance 

for this term, this Anglican Formation course is offered via Zoom technology and 

may be taken synchronously only.  It will consist of lecture, discussion, group work 

and corporate prayer. A detailed schedule and outline of material to be covered will 

be posted to Canvas. 

 

Tentative schedule:  

 

Friday, October 15 

8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer  

Introduction and Learning Covenant 

9:00 a.m. Sessions begin 

 

Noonday prayers and Lunch break  

 

Friday 1:00 resume sessions 

3:00 p.m. Evening Prayer  

Adjourn 

 

Saturday, October 16 

8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer 

9:00 a.m. sessions begin 

12:00 p.m. Noonday prayer  



Adjourn 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS:  

 

Stevenson, Kenneth.  The Mystery of Baptism in the Anglican Tradition  

◼ this text is being ordered to UBC bookstore 

World Council of Churches, Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry – excerpt on Baptism 

provided 

The Ministration of Holy Baptism to Children to be Used in the Church, as in The 

Book of Common Prayer, Anglican Church of Canada 

Baptism pp. 146-165 as in the The Book of Alternative Services, Anglican Church of 

Canada 

 

(Check with VST Library re. reserved print and electronic copies – note: for citations 

in assignments, make use of the print copy in the Library, as electronic versions often 

do not align or do not have page references period).  The Stevenson text has been 

ordered to the UBC bookstore. 

 

Additional Reading (will be provided on Canvas) 

 

Hill, John W.B. and Rowena J. Roppelt. “Christian initiation in the Anglican 

Communion.” Source: Anglican Theological Review, 95 no 3 Sum 2013, p 419-434. 

Meyers, Ruth A.  “By Water and the Holy Spirit: Baptism and Confirmation in 

Anglicanism,” Anglican Theological Review, 83 no 3 Sum 2001, p 417-425. 

ATR/94:2 233  

Meyers, Ruth A. “Who May Be Invited to the Table?” Source: Anglican Theological 

Review ATR/94:2. 

Thompsett, Fredrica Harris.  “Baptismal Living: Steadfast Covenant of Hope.”  

Source: Anglican Theological Review, 86 no 1 Winter 2004, p 9-18. 

Weil, Louis. “Baptism as the model for a sacramental aesthetic.”   Source: Anglican 

Theological Review, 92 no 2 Spring 2010, p 259-270. 

 

Recommended Reading: 

 

Church of England, Common Worship: Christian Initiation, Westminster, 2018  

Dickson, Claudia A. Entering the Household of God: Taking Baptism Seriously in a 

Post-Christian Society, Morehouse, 2002  

Holeton, David, ed. Growing in Newness of Life: Christian Initiation in 

Anglicanism Today. Toronto: Anglican Book Centre, 1993 

Kitch, Anne E.  Preparing for Baptism in the Episcopal Church, Morehouse, 2015. 



McLaughlin, Nancy Ann. Do You Believe? Living the Baptismal Covenant, 

Morehouse, 2006  

Micks, Marianne,  Deep Waters: An Introduction to Baptism, Cowley, 1996. 

Millar, Sandra. Life Events: Mission and Ministry at Baptisms, Weddings and 

Funerals, Church House Publishing,  2018. 

Ross, Robert. Preparing for Baptism Using the Book of Alternative Services, ABC 

Sweet, Leonard.  Aqua Church.  Group Publishing, Inc. 1999. 

Whitehead, Nick and Hazel. Baptism Matters, National Society/Church House 

Publishing. 

Zabriskie, Stewart C. Total Ministry: Reclaiming the Ministry of All of God’s 

People, Alban Institute No. AL164. 

 

 

EXPECTATIONS, ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATIVE CRITERIA: 

 

Basic requirements  

• attendance at all sessions in person and on screen  

• appropriate participation in discussion and group work during the course. 

• Completion of assignments on time 

 

As per the Student Handbook: 

500-level one credit classes require: 

Reading: 250-350 pages 

Writing: 1000 -1250 words (4-5 pages) 

 

Personal interaction and a sense of how the material applies in real contexts is an 

important aspect of formation.  Evaluation will be based on participation and 

interaction in the course presentations and discussion during the retreat (with VST’s 

“Readiness for Ministry” criteria, the Learning Covenant, and the course 

competencies as reference points), as well as the degree to which, through the written 

assignment, the student articulates their understanding of the Anglican theory and 

practice of Baptism. 

 

Written assignment of 1250 words (Word format, Turabian citations), which will be 

given separately, immediately following the retreat and posted to Canvas. Students 

will give evidence in their written assignment of having heard and understood the 

material presented at the retreat and demonstrate familiarity with the assigned 

text(s).    

 



Each student will meet with the Instructor for a minimum of one hour to discuss and 

clarify (where necessary) their written assignment.  The student is to take the 

initiative in arranging that meeting prior to the deadline specified. 

 

The paper is due November 12.  The interview (initiated by the student) is to be 

completed by November 26.  Submission of assignments on time is a part of 

academic, professional and pastoral competence and a part of every course at VST.  

Late assignments and requests for extensions must be requested of the Instructor, 

based on medical or other real need, and will need to be approved by the Dean, The 

Rev. Dr. Mari Joerstad.   

 

Credit will be recommended once the written assignment has been handed in, 

discussed with the instructor, and approved by the instructor.  A re-write may be 

requested if the paper does not meet the criteria, and credit deferred until such time 

as the requirements have been met.  NAPP (Not Approved) will apply if assignments 

have not been completed satisfactorily by end of term or valid extension period 

granted. 

 

Students may not make their own audio recording of a lecture in class without the 

explicit and prior permission of the Instructor. Such recordings, if allowed, are for 

their personal use only. Permission for any other use must also be sought in advance 

from the Instructor. Nevertheless, in all such cases, the Instructor retains the 

copyright of all such material. 

 

Students are not permitted to capture or share on-screen photos of the class in 

progress without permission of the Instructor and consultation with the class. 

 

Students will either acquire or create their own access to the required text and to the 

Book of Alternative Services and the Book of Common Prayer. 
 


