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One of the words that is important to us at the Vancouver School of 
Theology is generosity. We are forming and educating thoughtful, 
engaged and generous Christian leaders. We do this not despite our 
particular and historic Christian commitments but because of them.

At VST students get a broadband theological education. We manage 
to hold together in the same educational environment multiple 
denominations, First Nations and world religion perspectives. It 
is not easy all the time, or even most of the time. But we find that 
going deep with the God of the Bible has centripetal force. It will 
get you loving neighbours all over the place. It will fund curiosity 
and engagement with your neighbours. We believe in a generosity 
born of the good-news of Christmas – God so loved that God gave 
– that’s why we go broadband not only outside our building but in 
our classrooms. People here learn alongside ‘others’ – intra and inter-
faith. That makes us think carefully about how we represent another 
denomination or another faith. It encourages respect and integrity in 
what we say. For very often the ‘other’ of whom you speak is sitting 
beside you in class. That does not mean we never disagree. We do. 
And yet, there is a high degree of civility in our school, strangers 
become friends in this place. I have overheard levity and good 
humour over difference in the halls of our school. That’s significant. 
Only friends can do that. Graduates leave our school transformed 
because here they meet people who are not like them, up close and 
personal. They learn together, live as neighbours, share meals and 
take care of each others’ children. We hope that all our students leave 
this place ready for ministry in a multi-cultural, multi-faith world. 
We want graduates who, beginning in the classroom, can work with 
people of good-will and intention for the good of the world that 
God so loves that God gave Jesus.

We think what we are doing at VST is a form of Christian  
witness for a time like ours. We have chosen as a school not to 
retreat into monochrome fellowship of the like-minded. We 
have seen harm done when in 2011 a zealous Christian minister 
in Florida held a mock trial of the Quran and then burned it. I 
wonder how many Moslems he knew? We have recently listened to 
bigotry and xenophobia and observed coarse demeaning rhetoric 
feed fear and balkanize a voting public. It is in this kind of world 
that we at VST are trying to witness to what St. Paul called, ‘a 
much better way.’  While we won’t stand idly by on the sidelines 
while hatred, prejudice and intolerance, and every form of violence 
take their turns doing their worst, we’re trying to guard against a 

hateful response. Our witness against xenophobia is friendship and 
action with the ‘other’ for the good of God’s world. Our witness 
against prejudice is to share meals with people who aren’t like us, 
to babysit their children so they can have a night out. Our witness 
against intolerance is not tolerance but Jesus inspired love and 
shared community. God so loved the world that God gave to the 
world, shared God’s life with the world – up close and personal. 
At this Christmas season, it’s a great time to reach out to the other. 
Reaching out helps guard against lashing out in frustration at the 
way the world is or has become. The higher way, the better way of 
love, which includes resistance, lament and perhaps a little ranting 
against ‘the man’, expresses itself in the beauty of generous gesture 
and in the company we keep. My Buddhist, Chinese neighbour 
invited us for dinner today.We’re going. 

Graduates leave our school 
transformed because here 
they meet people who are 

not like them, up close 
and personal. They learn 

together, live as neighbours, 
share meals and take care 

of each other’s children. 
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This semester, I’m teaching a course in which there are twenty 
students in the class and another 14 are online. Some students are 
there on the screen live during the class, others listen to the digital 
audio/visual recording in the evenings. 

Seven Indigenous students listen in from Hawaii. My in-the-flesh 
class, all twenty of them, think we need to organize a field trip!  
I agree!

One virtual student, Katherine, is on a ship in the Canadian Navy. 
She watches the lectures in the evening from the South Pacific, the 
last time at the Darwin Visitor’s Centre in Australia. She’s so very 
grateful that she can work at the courses that will help her become a 
military chaplain while she’s in service with the military. 

The delivery of our courses is changing, we’re a both/and school now 
with hybrid classrooms. As a professor it is slightly disorienting – 
students are all around you. It is quite exciting to be a part of it and 
to feel like a kid again learning new technology, growing proficient 
with smart boards and Adobe Connect and Moodle. With a flip of 
the wrist, you can move to a clean white board and store the one you 
just wrote in light for online students. 

Online technology is one of the means by which we are able to keep 
our promise: to educate and form thoughtful, engaged and generous 
Christian leaders. It isn’t the only one, but it does help us extend our 
reach and to thicken community in the work we do at the school. 
This year we have thirty-four online students. 

We are incredibly grateful for the legacy that has 
made this, and so much more, possible. Just a 
few years ago, a brave group of leaders–the VST 
Board and the Turning Point and Property 
Management teams–found an innovative way 
of withdrawing the investment made in the Iona 
building and putting it back into the mission and 
ministry of the school. That life-giving dream, that 
vision, is now a reality. We are up and running in 
our new building with its wired up capabilities and 
its fired up staff, faculty and students. Seven of our 
twelve core faculty are new in the past two years. 
Student enrollment is up 15% this fall over last 
fall, giving to the school has increased and  
in the fiscal year 2015-2016, we achieved a 
balanced budget! 

What we hoped for is beginning to happen. 
And the point of it all is to continue to serve 
our mission, our calling, in the most robust and 
effective way possible. Buildings and technology 
and programs and faculty are deployed in the 
common task of preparing students for  
leadership in the church and in the world  
for the 21st Century. 

Tonight we want to say thank you! 

First, thank you to those whose visionary thinking enabled us to 
find our feet and flourish in the present. Thank you to those who 
made previous investments in the Iona building that have fed new 
life now. Could the members of the Turning Point and Property 
Management teams and former members of the VST board, former 
faculty and students please rise! All of you have made important 
investments in our school, its building, programs and legacy that we 
now enjoy. Thank you! 

Tonight I want to acknowledge a particular person with an honour 
our Board just granted him this afternoon. The Rev. Professor 
Stephen Farris, former Dean of St. Andrew’s Hall, and Acting 
Principal at VST for 18 months of serious transition, the faculty of 
the school on the recommendation of the Principal nominated you 
for appointment as Professor Emeritus at the Vancouver School of 
Theology. This is an acknowledgement of your effective and faithful 
service on the faculty of VST–teaching preaching for 12 years, as 
Professor of Homiletics at the Vancouver School of Theology. It is 
also an acknowledgement of your wise, good-humoured, calm and 
appropriately courageous leadership as Acting Principal. Together 
with the members of the Turning Point team, you helped to lead 
VST to the verge of Jordon. Thank you for your kind collegiality, 
your compassion and patience, your persistence at and vision of 
what might be and your love of our school in the service of Jesus 
Christ. THANK YOU!

Principal Richard Topping delivers hopeful message to guests at the 2016 Chancellor’s Dinner

Principal Richard Topping and guests at 2016 Chancellor’s Dinner
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Principal Richard Topping delivers hopeful message to guests at the 2016 Chancellor’s Dinner
Stephen is now retired and teaching with us again!

I want also to thank the current board, faculty, staff and supporters 
of VST. Our vision to form thoughtful, engaged and generous 
Christian leaders is driven by the generosity of the thoughtful 
leadership engaged with the school. Under the capable leadership 
of Mr. Michael Francis, our Board has overseen new links with 
our denominational partners and received accolades from our 
accrediting authorities for innovation in technology, library services, 
fiscal responsibility and managing our transition to a new building 
without disrupting the education of our students. 

The establishment of the VST Foundation, which holds 33 million 
dollars, ensures a revenue stream that helps fund the operations 
of our school. Members of the board of our Foundation, who are 
listed on our website, are accomplished professionals in the prudent 
management and growth of assets. We have their skill working for us 
and we are really glad! 

The faculty of our school does the work of educating and forming 
thoughtful, engaged and generous Christian leaders up close and 
personal. Students who graduate from our school regularly identify 
the faculty as the most important and formative feature of their 
education. We have an excellent faculty, new and renewed. They are 
a great team of theological educators who delight in their collective 
calling to work with each other and for the good of the church and 
the world that we serve. 

Would the current faculty, board of VST and the Foundation and 
staff of the school, please stand? Thank you!

Our students are not the only ones to acknowledge the excellence of 
our faculty. Tonight we acknowledge The Rev. Janet Gear, United 
Church of Canada Director of Formation and Professor of Pastoral 
Theology, who recently won the Roy M. Davidson Trust Award, 
through the nomination of her colleagues and alumni of VST. This 
distinction, awarded by the United Church of Canada, is one of 
the most prestigious scholarly awards that the UCC gives. The aim 
of the award is to acknowledge and promote excellence in both 
scholarship and teaching in theological education. “We are thrilled 
at this honour, which recognizes Janet’s outstanding contributions to 
the life of our school and the formation of thoughtful, engaged and 
generous Christian leaders.” Congratulations Janet.  

Finally, I want to imagine with you the future that is coming for  
us... we think a hopeful future. 

I think I speak for the faculty of our school when I say that the 
current student body has us hopeful – we have incredibly able 
students, gifted by God for service to the world. We regard our work 
as a trust. Let me tell you what I mean. 

Current student Jill Jackson, recently received word from the 
Anglican Theological Review Journal that her essay, The Intersection of 
Trinitarian Thought and Eating Disorders won the impressive Charles 
Hefling Student Essay Prize for 2016. Jill’s essay was chosen 
from submissions by theological students across North America 
and demonstrates the promise of our student body. Jill is both a 
theological student and a psychiatric nurse and her paper is about 
the intersection of worlds. It will be published in that journal next 
year. Congratulations Jill!  

Students come to us with incredible gifts, and we pour accelerant 
on them in the form of a theological education that enables deep 
engagement with the world God loves. 

We’re getting help to prepare for the future. 

A Principal’s Advisory Team is being assembled, people like 
journalist Douglas Todd, Bishop William Willimon –the most 
widely read Christian author, pollster Angus Reid, lawyer Amy 
Francis, Bishop Mark McDonald, sustainability expert Ian Lai, 
City In Focus director Tom Cooper have agreed to help us get up 
on our tip-toes to see what’s coming our way so that we can prepare 
students for ministry well and wisely. 

I’ll meet a couple of times a year with most of this group to listen for 
wisdom for the betterment of the theological education we deliver. 

We are working at a brand new relationship with Durham 
University in the UK for a world-class doctoral program in theology 
which will be delivered through VST and its professorial staff. 
Canadian students can stay in Vancouver, and do this research 
degree. Durham’s Faculty of Theology always scores in the top three 
in the UK. Our hope is that this agreement will be in place for the 
next academic year.

We are also working with the Sauder School of Business in 
response to feedback about our graduates. In addition to a 
theological education, we are imagining a four course curriculum at 
Sauder in the areas of finance, administration and strategic decision-
making. This is not a substitution but an addition to theological 
education. We believe our students need inter-disciplinary skill 
to participate with competence and confidence in the reconciling 
mission of God in the world through Jesus Christ. 

Who do I ask to stand now? We’ve had board, faculty, students and 
supporters from the past and the present stand. I can’t ask faculty 
of the future to stand or board members yet to come to identify 
themselves, although I imagine some of you are here now, and we 
will find you!

What I will do is ask you all to stand, to stand with us in our calling 
to educate and form thoughtful, engaged and generous Christian 
leaders. We invite you to stand with us by supporting our mission–
in your prayers and through your financial support (there are 
envelopes on the table) – for the love of God.

 

Students come to us with 
incredible gifts, and we 
pour accelerant on them 
in the form of a theological 
education that enables 
deep engagement with 
the world God loves. 
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VST Life in Pictures

Principal Richard Topping, Chancellor Heather 
Clarke, and Keynote Speaker, Mr. Ben Heppner - 
Chancellor’s Dinner 2016

Comfortable new furniture for our Atrium! Somerville Lecturer 2016 - Bishop Melissa Skelton

Inaugural Lecture for the Butler Chair in Homiletics 
and Biblical Interpretation - Rev. Dr. Jason Byassee

New digital directional sign in VST’s Atrium Singing in celebration at Inaugural Lecture of  
Rev. Dr. Jason Byassee

A light-hearted moment at the Faculty Panel  
discussion on ‘What Kind of Theist are You?’

Radiant Fall colours through a library window VST students and audience members listening in 
rapt attention to Rev. Dr. Jason Byassee during his 
Inaugural Lecture

Photos courtesy Shannon Lythgoe
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Vancouver School of Theology educates and forms Christian 
leaders for the 21st century. VST recognizes that leadership in the 
contemporary church requires intelligence in the areas of finance, 
fund-raising, management and strategic thinking. The ability to 
engage in meaningful financial analysis, to make strategic decisions 
in the face of complexity and uncertainty, to raise funds and to build 
alliances for world-engaging ministry are all crucial for thoughtful, 
engaged and generous leadership. Leading a congregation requires 
the same management skill as those of a leader in a small business. 
We believe a strategic partnership with the Sauder School of 
Business will help our graduates to be better prepared for ministry 
in this time.

A draft program proposal would see a cohort of ten Vancouver 
School of Theology students each take a series of four courses at 

the Sauder School of Business. The courses will be in addition to 
their course work at Vancouver School of Theology. Courses will 
include ‘Financial Statement Analysis for the Non-Accountant,’ 
‘Performance Management,’ ‘Achieving Administrative Excellence,’ 
‘Facilitation Skills for Leaders’ and ‘Coaching and Mentoring.’ 

Taking these courses alongside students from the business 
community would expand the world of our students and engage 
them with other leaders in Vancouver. Sauder has agreed that if we 
go forward, they would award a specially designed Diploma for 
students that complete the program. This certification would be 
unique in the Canadian context for theological students, and to that 
end, VST and Sauder are hoping to start the program in the Fall of 
2017. We have partial funding promised and will proceed when full 
funding is in hand.

        

  



8

From April 24-28, 2017, VST will be running a course at the 
Naramata Centre in Naramata BC, entitled Faithful Earthkeeping. 
The course will be held over five days with instruction taking place 
from 9-12 noon. Lunch will be shared and a two-hour event of 
preparing gardens will take place in the afternoon. VST will provide 
the credentialing for students who want to do the course for credit at 
degree, certificate, diploma or audit levels. Accommodation will be 
provided by Naramata Centre and food preparation would be done 
in common. At least two of our professors, Rev. Brenda Fawkes and 
Principal Richard Topping plan to attend. Jim Simpson, Vice-
Chair of the VST Board, and friend of Naramata Centre will also  
be there.  

The course will be taught by Leah Kostamo. Alongside her husband 
Markku, Leah helped set up A Rocha, a Christian Environmental 
Centre in Canada established in 2003. She currently serves as A 
Rocha’s Communications Director, giving oversight to A Rocha’s 
online and print communications. She is the author of Planted, 
which tells the story of A Rocha’s beginnings in Canada. Through 
her writing and speaking Leah is inspiring others to honour the 

Faithful Earthkeeping – VST course  
at Naramata Conference Centre

Creator by caring for creation. Leah, her husband and their two 
daughters share life with five other families on Kingfisher Farm.

Costs for this 1.5 credit course would be the regular registration  
fees at VST plus accommodation and a share in the expense for 
food. Naramata does not have food services but does have kitchen 
facilities where food preparation would be a joint responsibility of 
those who attend. 

Leah Kostamo
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in Vancouver!
In early January, the VST Board Chair, Michael Francis, the Principal 
of VST, Richard Topping, and Professor Jason Byassee will travel to 
Durham University in the United Kingdom. The purpose of the visit 
is to continue a conversation about a Ph.D. Degree being offered in 
theology through VST in conjunction with Durham University.  
Should our bid be successful, students would be assigned a thesis 
director from VST and could do the work of the program here in the 
Lower Mainland. No residency requirement is being proposed.  

This allows candidates to do a Ph.D right here in Vancouver at one 
of the top three schools in the discipline of theology in the UK. In 
preparation for this visit multiple conversations on the telephone and 
via skype have been held. The curriculum vitae (resumes) of our faculty 
and outstanding research papers by our students have been submitted to 
Durham. The VST delegation will be meeting with the Principal of St. 
John’s College, Professor David Wilkinson, to work out the details of 
this exciting new possibility.  

2017 is the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.  
To mark the occasion and inquire into the legacy of reformation 
theology and practice, Prof. Randall Zachman, a world renowned 
scholar of the reformation will appear at both Regent College and 
at Vancouver School of Theology. His address to VST will be 
as the keynote speaker at the annual G. Peter Kaye Lecture and 
Workshop. VST has asked colleagues from other churches born 
of the reformation, as well as our Roman Catholic friends to join 
with us in a conversation about reformation. A panel will be held 
to respond to Professor Zachman with representatives from the 
theological colleges on the UBC campus responding.  

_____________________________________________________

Friday, February 24, 7 pm, Regent College  

When Should Christians Break Stuff?:  
Passing from the Image to the Prototype
In this lecture Prof. Zachman will examine a range of positions 
on the use of images in the worship life and piety of the Sixteenth 
Century with a view to the deployment of the arts for faith and 
life in our own. Professor Zachman will present a paper on the 
controversy over images in the Sixteenth Century.  A panel with a 
member from each of the theological colleges (Regent, St Mark’s, 
and VST) in the consortium at UBC will respond.

Notre Dame University Professor to 
convene panel and deliver annual 
G. Peter Kaye Lecture in February

G. PETER KAYE LECTURE AND WORKSHOP 

Saturday, February 25, 9:30 am - 12:30 pm, Epiphany Chapel

“Every Christian Should be An Astronomer:  
On the Importance of True and Genuine Science 
for the Life of Faith’ (Calvin) 
In this lecture and seminar Prof. Zachman will explore John Calvin’s 
understanding of the role of scientific inquiry in theology, biblical 
interpretation, and piety. 

Prof. Randall Zachmann is an Associate 
Professor of Reformation Studies at University 
of Notre Dame. Zachman's area of interest 
is the history of Christian thought from the 
Reformation period to the present. Zachman 
is the author of Reconsidering John Calvin 
(Cambridge University Press, 2012), Image and 
Word in the Theology of John Calvin (University 
of Notre Dame Press, 2007), John Calvin as 

Teacher, Pastor, and Theologian: The Shape of his Writing and Thought 
(Baker Academic, 2006), and The Assurance of Faith: Conscience in 
the Theology of Martin Luther and John Calvin (Westminster John 
Knox Press, 2005) He has co-edited Conciliation and Confession (Notre 
Dame, 2004), and has edited John Calvin and Roman Catholicism: 
Critique and Engagement, Then and Now (Baker Academic, 2008). 
Zachman has published articles in The Journal of Religion, The Scottish 
Journal of Theology, Calvin Theological Journal, Concordia Theological 
Journal, as well as chapters in other volumes.

Richard Topping Jason Byassee Michael Francis
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Martin Pommerenke is a ‘permission to 
register’ student at VST and plans to apply 
to the M.Div. program. He grew up in 
Arizona, so he lays claim to desert roots. 
When he was very young, his Dad declared 
that he wanted Martin to learn how to be 
‘good’, so he dropped him off at the church 
down the street. Martin eventually wound 
up in a Southern Baptist church that was 
fortunately more nuanced than many other 
congregations of the same denomination. 
Martin experienced a call towards ministry, 
and specifically music ministry. In Martin’s 
experience, church musicians were ministers 
in the true sense of the word, and it was 
through music that they expressed their 
passion for congregational ministry. When 
the time came, Martin enrolled in the 
Grand Canyon University where he was 
encouraged to think about theology in 
a broader sense than primarily through 
the lens of music. Martin remembers his 
university mentors as very dedicated to theological education rather 
than theological indoctrination, with an ability to put things into a 
wider context. This was formative for Martin and, as he transitioned 
into the world after university, he became an Episcopalian. For 
Martin, being an Episcopalian meant that he was in the ‘big tent’, 
with a lot of room to move around, and explore his faith, and to ask 
the big questions.After university Martin spent a decade at Trinity 
Cathedral in downtown Phoenix, starting as an intern and finishing 
as Director of Operations, learning about liturgy and worship in a 
context of a busy church. While church music remains his first love, 
Martin sensed a new direction as he began the discernment process 
leading him into the Episcopal priesthood. 

This proved to be a long process, and in 2009 Martin moved to 
Renton, just outside of Seattle. He had a vision to do ministry in 
Pacific Northwest, even dreaming about being in Seattle before he 
moved there. Martin feels that was God moving him to be in that 
place. Now his parish has nominated him for the priesthood, and he 
is currently in conversation with his Bishop to that end. 

When he first moved to the Pacific Northwest someone mentioned 
the Vancouver School of Theology. Martin filed the information 
away as a possibility, noting that as a seminary VST does train 
Anglicans. VST also had the advantage of being not far away from 
his home base in Renton, in spite of the geographical constraints 
and the international border. And then a few years ago Martin 
registered for an emotional intelligence class at VST as part of his 
discernment work, and had a great experience in the class. He was 
able to meet VST students and get to know people from our local 
Diocese. After some further research and deeper thinking, Martin 
came to the conclusion that VST is a place that really knows how 
to prepare people for ministry in the context of Cascadia. The 
emphasis on inclusiveness, feminist perspectives, spirituality and the 
ecology, and outreach were perspectives Martin believed would be 
indispensable for doing effective contextual ministry in the Pacific 

Northwest. VST’s expansive perspective, and the conversation 
with Indigenous and inter-religious people were also distinctive 
qualities Martin found valuable. He believes that his own faith will 
be shaped and strengthened in dialogue with others from different 
faith traditions. Martin believes that a deeper understanding of his 
non-Christian friends and neighbours is crucial for ministry in the 
context of the pluralistic society so well represented in the Pacific 
Northwest. Martin also feels that what’s taking place in Cascadia 
foreshadows things to come elsewhere in the United States: numbers 
of people who are not religiously affiliated are growing. Martin 
believes ministry to that demographic is going to be very important 
in the years to come.

Martin is called to a priestly role in congregational ministry, and is 
eager to help congregations to flourish, helping them better realize 
their purpose of being, places of spiritual transformation, and from 
where congregants can go out and change the world. Martin is a 
strong proponent of organized religion because he believes it can 
make such a difference in lives of individuals and communities,  
and the wider community. 

Martin believes that a 
deeper understanding of his 
non-Christian friends and 
neighbours is crucial for 
ministry in the context  
of the pluralistic society 
so well represented in the 
Pacific Northwest.
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Submitted by Jason Byassee 

I try always to be reading some things that the people to whom I 
preach are also reading and some things that they aren’t.

This should include some fiction. I worry for my spiritual life if I’m 
not reading any fiction, and I know it eventually shows up in my 
preaching, which will inevitably flatten out without the inspiration 
that can only be drawn from someone else’s creativity. So I’m reading 
A Confederacy of Dunces by John Kennedy Toole and reveling in its 
dark New Orleans Catholic humour for now; and gearing up for 
New Brunswick’s David Adams Richards’ Mercy for the Children, 
which I’m told is darker still. Friends recommended it to me after 
my induction lecture on Flannery O’Connor as a kind of  
Canadian counter-part.

I am currently lapping up Elaine Heath’s and James Mallon’s calls 
to transform ministry from maintenance to mission (The Mystic Way 
of Evangelism and Divine Renovation respectively). 

I’m also trying to get to know my new country, and so am 
captivated with In Flanders Fields: 100 Years: Writing on War, Loss, 
and Remembrance, edited by Amanda Betts. The degree to which 
Canada suffered in that war and that John McCrae has helped us all 
remember is unimaginable.

And with friends I’m slowly working my way through Karl Barth’s 
Volume IV.3.2 of the Church Dogmatics on the missional calling 
of the church.

Will Willimon says he’s never met a great preacher who’s not also a 
great reader. The good news is that reading is endlessly fun. We can 
be selfish as readers in the best sense—God asks us to do it for the 
sake of our preaching and the church’s health. If our souls and lives 
are blessed in the process, we need make no apology for that.

Vancouver School of Theology is embracing and honouring 
the shifting educational needs of our students by responding 
to the opportunities presented by 21st century learning 
modalities. One significant way this is being accomplished 
is through the development and refinement of our Distance 
Education Program. Whether students continue to work 
while undertaking a degree program, seek to balance family life 
with obligations, or require flexibility for other reasons which 
distance learning can accommodate, VST is poised to deliver 
the technology which makes it all possible.

Martin is one of thirty-four students taking courses by distance 
education through VST. Distance Learning students can attend 
class in real-time through Adobe Connect enabling them to 
interact with the professor and other students, see each other’s 
faces and engaging in the important dialogue that frames deep 
learning. When students can’t connect in real time due to 
geographic location, they can access a recording of the lecture 

and class discussions at their convenience. Another student, 
Katherine Walker, stationed with the Canadian Navy in the 
South Pacific, does her distant learning this way. 

Adobe Connect (the software platform used for distance 
education students) has been in use now for two years. 
Experience with it is generally good, but like anything new there 
are always issues to resolve. As part of VST’s commitment to 
make distance learning a good experience, a group of students 
were trained this Fall as technical aids in the classroom, allowing 
the faculty to focus entirely on teaching. When the software 
works as it should, students truly can feel like they are there, 
participating as a fully engaged member of the class. 

Our big challenge is to continue to refine and develop the 
technical and design resources that will further encourage the 
creation of student communities among distance learners and 
with those studying at the School on Walter Gage Road. 
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Overall, fifty-seven students, eight faculty members, five tutors, 
two chaplains, and three Elders attended from all over North 
America and the Pacific Rim, who brought with them their stories, 
experience, cultural richness, and willingness to learn, being the 
heart and soul of our program. 

One spin-off has been that Indigenous Studies Director Ray Aldred 
was approached by a Chinese cultural group to discuss a partnership 
to sponsor a future class at Summer School, based on the belief  
that Chinese coming to Canada have much to learn from 
Indigenous people.

Another highlight of Summer School was Adrian Jacobs and the 
Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Centre coming to summer school to 
hold their teaching circle. They brought six students, two facilitators 
and an elder with them for this activity.

The arrival of the NMC Summer School always brings a sense of 
joy and anticipation. Joy because of the sense of the importance 
in playing a role to empower the Indigenous community. In 
the first chapel of Summer School the Chaplain and long time 
student and supporter Lily Bell said, “This is like coming home.” 
This year marked the first year of holding the program in the 
new VST building, which brought both welcome challenges 
and benefits. The challenge was that enrolment was up by 
approximately 20% from 2015. This combined with over 100 
people present for the annual Salmon BBQ coupled with the 
30+1 Celebration of the Indigenous Consortium Summer 
School meant the NMC office was working  
long hours for two weeks. Students  
overwhelmingly affirmed all  
aspects of the program. The  
benefits were the ability to  
revive a children’s program.  
This is integral to facilitating  
       single caregivers being able  
            to study at VST. 

“I was there for two short courses and it 
was my first time there and back to school 
in a very long time, and it was awesome - 
awesome topics, awesome people and awesome 
teachers. Thanks for the great and memorable 
experience.”  John JohnstonePhotos courtesy Shannon Lythgoe
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Reflections from Indigenous Studies Program Director, Rev. Ray Aldred

I have been enjoying taking up my new position as Director of the Indigenous 
Studies Program. People at VST, the people who form the Native Ministries 
Consortium Board, and Catalina Parra (Administrative Assistant), have been 
making me feel that we are making positive steps in the training of Indigenous 
Christian clergy. We are doing groundbreaking work and it is exciting.  
Principal Richard Topping has made me feel welcome and he and VST model 
what true Christian hospitality is all about; together we are creating space 
for people to be who they were created to be. This is after all what Christian 
ministry is all about. There are always challenging days, but most days I am 
celebrating in the realization that I can make my vocation my avocation!

 

All God’s people are called to minister. Faith communities all around 
the world have devised new ways to equip people for ministry in the 
context of their varied life, work and social cultural settings.  
For Indigenous peoples, the setting for learning is as important as 
the knowledge imparted. The Teaching House That Moves Around 
is a new VST initiative that brings a team of four to six leaders/
elders to people in their own communities who will live and learn 
with them over many days. This model of sharing, celebrating, story 
telling and biblical interpretation with pastoral awareness establishes 
a context of sacred space in and through which a community’s 
capacity to engage in supportive ministry to each other flourishes. 

Bringing the best of indigenous Christian ministry into the 
framework of traditional indigenous practice, understanding of 
knowledge, and style and pace of learning will open participants 
to repair their relationships with the land, with people in their 
lives, with their spirituality and with themselves–repair and healing 
essential to finding freedom from violence and abuse.

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission named healing in 
indigenous communities as the beginning work required to address 
the residual result of Residential Schools. Healing is a sacred 
undertaking in the context of sustainable community, belonging to 
and on the land.

Mark MacDonald, national Anglican Indigenous Bishop, has 
observed that the professionalization of clergy can create a  
bottleneck to ministry in the most needy communities in our land. 
There is an urgency to design, develop and implement new ways 
of equipping the priesthood of all believers so that this bottleneck 
need not limit healing and reconciliation. The Teaching House that 
Moves Around, with its high level of accountability and personal 
discipleship, aims to nourish examples of peace in the cultural milieu 
of Indigenous communities. 

Teaching House that Moves Around
A New Indigenous Studies Program initiative



Born in South Africa, Naomi Lloyd was raised in Vereeniging, a city in Gauteng province, 
before moving to Johannesburg. Naomi eventually embarked on her post-secondary 
studies at the University of Cape Town undertaking an Honours Degree in English and 
History.

In the period of apartheid and foment leading up to emancipation in South Africa of its 
indigenous population during the early 1980’s, Naomi became a human rights activist. 
After graduating from university, she started teaching in the African townships in a place 
called Langa, where she taught English and History to black students. As a member of 
the Democratic Teacher’s Union, Naomi advocated for justice in the South African 
educational system, and an end to educational segregation. This was an interesting and 
rewarding time in Naomi’s life, who was surprised by the warm welcome given to her by 
her students and their families. She was embraced by the black community, often sharing 
meals at students’ homes and great collegiality with her black teaching colleagues. 

Naomi worked long enough in the townships to see an end to educational segregation, 
which was ultimately a very rewarding outcome for all those involved in helping to effect 
change. Integration came with its challenges. Many schools previously reserved for white 
children resisted taking black students, who were unable to pass the entrance exams 
due to the substandard level of their educational background. However, through her 
Anglican church community, Naomi was in contact with several of the Headmasters of 
local schools, whom she was able to convince to admit some of her black students to these 
previously whites-only institutions.  

At the same time, Naomi’s partner, Bethan Theunissen, was also an anti-apartheid activist 
who headed an organization called Isaiah 58, which worked with black students who had 
just been admitted to universities, addressing issues of poverty and apartheid. 

In 1989 when Nelson Mandela was released, Naomi found she had a lot of questions 
about the intersection of feminism and her evangelical Anglican faith. This ultimately 
led to Naomi applying and being accepted into the Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical 
Seminary in Elkhart, Indiana, where she received a Masters of Theological Studies. At 
the same time, Bethan also studied at the Mennonite seminary, receiving a Masters of 
Divinity. During her sojourn at AMBS, Naomi worked in the library, and discovered a 
keen interest in library sciences. Naomi subsequently completed her education at United 
Theological Seminary in St. Paul Minnesota where she also worked in the library.  
This led to a shift in interest and direction–she then went on to library school at 
University of Illinois. 

After they both completed their studies, Naomi’s partner Bethan was hired as lead minister 
at Augustine United Church in Winnipeg. In Winnipeg, Naomi worked at the Centre 
for Indigenous Environmental Resources, a First Nations agency working to reconcile 
economic development within Indigenous communities with environmental mandates. 
Naomi’s position at the agency was to implement a new library management system. 

Following the stint in Winnipeg, Naomi’s 
career then took precedence and the couple 
moved to Vancouver on Jan. 1, 2000. 
Naomi worked as a Technical Services 
Librarian at the Technical University 
of BC. Again, her work involved 
implementing a new library management 
system, but on a much larger scale. In 
2002, the BC provincial government 
merged the Technical University with 
Simon Fraser University and offered 
her the position of Campus Librarian at 
what was then becoming SFU Surrey. But 
scholarly work again called to Naomi, who 
embarked upon a Masters in Women’s 
and Gender Studies at the University of 
British Columbia. Fairly quickly, Naomi 
was provided with funding for doctoral 
studies in the area of religion, gender, and 
sexuality in 19th and early 20th century 
Britain (Victorian to Edwardian era). 
Finishing her doctoral studies in 2011, 
Naomi then taught as sessional lecturer at 
UBC and SFU in History Departments. 
However, in the process she discovered 
that she enjoyed librarianship more than 
scholarly teaching, moving back into the 
field by working with Blair Galston at the 
United Church Archives, and from there 
to the Vancouver Holocaust Centre who 
were in the process of implementing a new 
library, museums and archives system.   
At the same time, Naomi began working 
to help implement a new system at VST, 
along with the library consortium at 
Regent College, Carey Hall, and  
St. Mark’s, on a system called WorldShare 
Management Services. Naomi also 
completed a small project for VST Dean 
and Library Director, Pat Dutcher-Walls 
in the summer of 2015 to assist with audio 
visual materials. Naomi was subsequently 
hired to work at VST on a part time 
basis as Coordinator of Library Technical 
Services. In addition to her work at VST, 
she continues to work at the Holocaust 
Centre and runs an online bookstore in 
antiquarian and scholarly books, called 
JKL Books. 



Last Spring, Vancouver School of Theology received a 
substantial bequest to the Warne Music in Ministry 
Fund. Created in 2001 by the congregation of St. 
Andrew’s Wesley United Church, this fund honours 
Rev. Max Warne and his contributions to ministry 
through music. This new funding made it possible for 
VST to create a part-time position and VST is thrilled 
to announce the appointment of Mr. Lonnie Delisle as 
Musician in Residence.

Born in Prince George, Lonnie experienced an early 
exposure to gospel music through a Pentecostal youth 
group at the age of 13. Upon high school graduation, 
Lonnie furthered his musical education at Bible 
College in Stockton California, with a particular 
interest and emphasis on gospel music, and mastering 
the Hammond Organ as his instrument. With the 
intent of making a career as a church musician Lonnie 
completed his undergrad studies at Trinity Western 
University, and later by studying for his Masters at 
Western Washington University where he was able to 
connect to both choral and classical styles, and integrate 
that learning into his own approach to church music. 
In 2007 Lonnie took a hiatus from his church music 
ministry career. He needed to shelve theology for a 
while as he dealt with some deep personal issues around 
sexual identity and sorting out if the rhetoric of the 
evangelical church was truly representative of the heart 
of God. Lonnie’s answer to that was “no thanks to that.” 
Lonnie thought he was done with music in a religious 
or worship context. 

But regardless of his personal and spiritual wrestling 
Lonnie still loved gospel music, and found he couldn’t 
stay away from the transcendent expression that gospel 
music infused in him. Lonnie was being called back to 
explore his faith, and so he sought spiritual direction. 
At about the same time, through a gospel music 
connection, Lonnie was invited to assist with music 
worship at Canadian Memorial United Church for 
a couple of weeks. Lonnie found himself surprised by 
warmth and reception of the congregants, who were 
very receptive to the gospel traditions that Lonnie had 
been so steeped in from childhood. This completely 
contradicted his concept of the United Church of 
Canada, and he was intrigued. When the position of 
Music Director at Canadian Memorial came open, 
Lonnie applied and got the job. Canadian Memorial 

proved to be a great fit for him, 
and Lonnie very much enjoys the 
collaborative style of the ministerial 
team and the congregation. The 
position allows him to draw from his 
evangelical musical background, and 
he continues to synthesize a variety of 
musical styles and traditions into the 
scope of music worship at the church. 
And it’s through this reintroduction 
into a church family that Lonnie 
acknowledges the profound spiritual 
healing process that has taken place. 

When Principal Richard Topping 
contacted him to discuss the part-time 
position as Musician in Residence 
at VST, Lonnie was interested but 
also cautious. Lonnie spends a lot of 
time researching and composing for 
worship services, and is an advocate 
of a more collaborative approach to 
include the Minister of Music as an 
expert resource in crafting a service 
of worship. VST is in the business 
of preparing men and women for 
ministry; Lonnie is eager to know 
what kind of scope and approach VST 
wanted to encourage among students 
about the place of music and the role 
of the Minister of Music in worship 
leadership. In Lonnie’s view a great 
many congregations could enhance 
their ministries by engaging with 
more progressive approaches to music 

in ministry from a well-informed 
understanding of both traditional 
and contemporary church music. 
Lonnie sees his position here 
at VST as a chance to move 
that conversation forward in a 
theological education setting, 
with the desired end result being 
that graduates of VST heading 
towards congregational ministry 
have a much deeper appreciation 
and acknowledgement of 
not only the place of music 
in worship, but also of the 
role of church musician in a 
congregational setting. 

Lonnie spends a lot of time researching and composing 
for worship services, and is an advocate of a more 

collaborative approach to include the Minister of Music  
as an expert resource in crafting a service of worship. 
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VST student Christine Boyle was raised in Vancouver and attended Dunbar 
Heights United Church as a child. Involvement in youth and youth ministries 
during her childhood and teenage years at Dunbar Heights was a formative 
experience–sleeping in church sanctuaries with youth groups, as well as the 
opportunities to develop her leadership skills in such an environment, and at age 
20 serving as Chaplain at Camp Fircom on Gambier Island–propelling her in a 
very different direction than what might have otherwise happened.

Christine’s early post-secondary years were spent obtaining an undergrad degree 
from UBC in First Nations studies and Urban Agriculture, as well as continuing 
involvement at Dunbar Heights United with youth work, and by working as 
office support for the United Church’s Youth and Young Adult Ministries 
office. After graduating from UBC, Christine then worked in East Vancouver at 
Grandview Elementary School for five years doing urban agriculture and anti-
poverty work, and directing the school and community garden. As 50% of the 
student population at Grandview Elementary were First Nations, Christine was 
able to build upon her interest and studies in the areas of environmental activism 
and reconciliation. 

However, after five years Christine felt herself burning out, and also observed 
that many others doing similar work were struggling with self-care. As a result, 
Christine started to turn her focus and interest towards how to better sustain her 
and her peers in justice work over the long haul. This shift in focus led her to 
consider the possibility of further studies and training in the areas of activist self-
care, within the context of a spiritual grounding for justice work. Christine had 
audited courses at VST in 2005, but ultimately decided to pursue a postgraduate 
degree outside of the context of her ‘bubble’ in Vancouver, so she enrolled in the 
Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, California. There, Christine did an 
M.A. in Religious Leadership for Social Change, a course of studies not available 
in Canada. Christine thrived in her program, which included multi-faith 
theological studies, a two-week immersion in Islam and Sufism in Turkey, a series 
of pastoral care classes, an Education to Counter Oppression class required of all 
students, and a media-training course intensive.

Coming from such a secular culture in BC, Christine got a much broader sense 
of the intersection of community and faith in working for social change by going 
to school in the States. Until that point, she wasn’t accustomed to seeing so many 
people being leaders in both faith communities and social justice movements. 
During her time in the US, Christine saw people of faith taking on leadership 

roles in a different way than in Canada. In the more 
progressive denominations, American culture both 
allows for and expects faith leaders to take a role in 
environmental and social justice movements. That 
was a formative experience for Christine, and one on 
which she drew when she returned to Canada.

Christine came back to Vancouver and worked at 
First United Church on Main and Hastings for a year 
and a half while completing her internship for her 
Masters, and then continued to work at First United 
as a community worker once she had completed 
her studies. During that time she also worked in the 
Camp Fircom office supporting the redevelopment 
of the camp. From there, Christine took a job at the 
Columbia Institute–a national, municipally focused, 
public policy institute–where for five years she was 
leading strategic communications. 

 Zoe, Christine, Seth and Aaron.

As a result of her work with Fossil 
Free Faith, Christine was invited 
to the Vatican a year and a half 
ago for Pope Francis’s release 
of his Encyclical called ‘Laudato 
Si’ which addresses issues of 
climate change and inequality.
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It was during this time that Christine also started to 
launch experiments in new ministries. One initiative 
was a project called Spirited Social Change, designed 
as an opportunity to discuss spiritual issues with others 
of her generation. The organization hosted monthly 
dinners at Lakeview Multicultural United Church 
in East Vancouver, regularly drawing between 50-70 
young adults in their twenties and thirties  from a 
very wide range of spiritual and faith backgrounds. 
These events generated a lot of curiosity, but less 
commitment than Christine hoped for, and with 
high turnover. Christine wrestled about whether it 
was functioning as she originally conceived, which 
was to create spiritual community. After a year the 
project ended, but two other projects evolved from it; 
one a self-care project (www.theselfcareproject.org), 
currently heading into 4th year of existence, which 
is a small group model for supporting people who 
do community and activist work to find better ways 

of caring for themselves while doing the deep, inner spiritual work that helps 
to sustain them for their work in the world. Her other project is called Fossil 
Free Faith. The website (www.fossilfreefaith.ca) for Fossil Free Faith states the 
following:

Fossil Free Faith is a multi-faith consortium made up of passionate volunteers 
from around Canada supporting and engaging one another and our faith 
institutions about climate justice, fossil fuel divestment / reinvestment, and the 
role of bold faith in strengthening our shared future. Fossil Free Faith aims 
to be a source of support and resources for Canadian faith communities and 
their members who are committed to or considering climate action, especially 
around fossil fuel divestment and clean energy reinvestment.

As a result of her work with Fossil Free Faith, Christine was invited to the 
Vatican a year and a half ago for Pope Francis’s release of his Encyclical called 
Laudato Si which addresses issues of climate change and inequality. Christine 
was in attendance for six days, which included two big events; an international 
gathering of young faith leaders from around the world doing climate work, as 
one of three Canadian delegates. As well, Christine was invited by her sister-
in-law, world-renowned author, activist, and film-maker Naomi Klein, to take 
part in the official Pontifical Council gathering for the release of the Encyclical. 
Christine dryly observes that the Council, primarily attended and represented by 
Cardinals, Bishops and Ambassadors, was more than a little male in make-up. 
She also found it very interesting to witness the struggle and paradigm-shifting 
nature that the Encyclical precipitated at the highest levels. Christine notes that 
the Encyclical itself was a bold statement that people of faith have something to 
say about climate change. 

Christine was also sent last year as one of the United Church of Canada’s 
delegates to the COP21 Climate Change Conference in Paris, and as part of the 
global ecumenical delegation doing climate work. 

Through all of this exciting and challenging time, Christine was still employed 
by the Columbia Institute, and  also gave birth to her son who is now two years 
old. Her family responsibilities also include helping to raise her twelve-year-old 
stepdaughter with her husband, who was raised in a progressive/secular Jewish 
home. This invariably leads to interesting conversations about co-parenting in a 
multi-faith family, which she considers another very important project!

Christine moved from the Columbia Institute last year to Canadian Memorial 
United Church(www.canadianmemorial.org) to take up the position as Minister 
of Community Life, and is a Candidate for Ordination in the United Church 
of Canada. She met with VST Director of Denominational Formation for the 
United Church, Rev. Janet Gear, to identify gaps in her educational background, 
which need addressing in order to move towards fulfilling ordination 
requirements, and is now taking VST courses to that end. 

Finishing her course work this academic year, Christine hopes to be ordained 
into the United Church of Canada next Spring. When asked ‘And then what?’, 
she’s not entirely sure, but is really interested in the role of faith communities 
in social justice movements, and is particularly terrified / passionate about 
the  intersection of climate work and reconciliation. At the same time, she also 
wants to keep her finger on the pulse about how and where spiritual and faith 
communities will be ten to thirty years from now. Christine doesn’t believe that 
these are separate conversations or conflicting interests. Rather, she sees them 
as necessarily dovetailing in order to navigate the complex challenges we will all 
face as human and spiritual beings in the years ahead of us. In the meantime, 
Christine feels very lucky and is grateful for the role that VST is filling in helping 
her to achieve her chosen vocation!

 

 

cont. from previous page



As VST looks forward to hosting Summer School 
next July, we’re already well into finalizing plans 
for a really exciting roster of courses - and the 
extra lead time this year means that even more 
people will be able to make room in their summer 
plans! Jason Byassee, our faculty member who 
is working closely with the Dean’s Office to help 
coordinate Summer School plans, has released 
the list of course titles, and we also have engaged 
both the VST faculty and guest lecturers who will 
be teaching those courses. Here’s a brief outline of 
the intriguing complement of courses:

Sacred Dying: Pastoral Care, 
End of Life, and the  
21st Century

Dr. Megory Anderson, PhD

Megory Anderson, founder 
and Director of the Sacred 
Dying Foundation, is a theologian, comparative 
religion scholar, and author of Sacred Dying: 
Creating Rituals for Embracing the End of Life 
and Attending the Dying. Her work is known 
internationally in the end-of-life arena.

How do we, as people of faith, offer pastoral care 
for our dying in a complicated 21st Century? 
How we die is changing. While people are living 
longer, they struggle with cancer, dementia, 
and caregiving for loved ones. Serious illness 
is managed over months and sometimes years, 
so that prolonged death is the new norm. 
Medical Aid in Dying (MAiD) is now part of 
the medical landscape. There is a complex array 
of spiritual needs that surround these changing 
physical, ethical, and psychological states. This 
course offers an overview of the current medical 
landscape, skills needed for those who accompany 
people at end of life, and practical models for 
pastoral care of the dying. It is designed to meet 
needs of faith communities and is intended for 
clergy and laity alike. 

Preaching: Igniting the Heart or Losing the Will to Live?’

Rev. Dr. Kate Bruce

Kate Bruce teaches homiletics at the University of Durham. where she is the 
Fellow in Preaching at CODEC, a research centre of Durham University 
based at St John’s College. 

Have you ever wondered to yourself ‘Is the sermon still relevant?’ ‘Why am I doing 
this? ‘Is it even connecting?’ In this conference we will look at these issues, consider the 
relationship between preaching and imagination, reflect on preaching as art form, and 
explore the connections between preaching and comedy. We will attend to the theology 
of preaching – asking what we think we are doing and why – and consider how to 
communicate faith with integrity in an entertainment culture. We will seek new ways 
of engaging our hearers and practise ideas in workshops, supporting each other, taking 
risks, and learning together. My hope is that we will learn more of God, more about our 
craft, and laugh… a lot. This course will run from August 11-14.

The Unfolding of Christian Community in the 21st Century

Rev. Beth-Ann Estock

Beth Ann Estock is the co-author of the book, “Weird Church: Welcome to 
the 21st Century”, and coaches churches and new faith communities all 
over the United States. She is an ordained pastor in The United Methodist 
Church, yoga instructor, contemplative, cultural architect, and futurist. 
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If you want to design Christian ministry for the new world that is 
rapidly emerging around us this course is for you. Utilizing Spiral 
Dynamics as a means of framing the current changes in North 
American culture, this class will offer church leaders a clear vision 
of what’s coming next, so long as they’re willing to live into a few 
critical shifts. 

Going Deeper/ Reaching Wider 

Professor Anthony Robinson

Tony Robinson (week 1) is a retired UCC pastor and 
consultant on church revitalization, whose best-
known book is Transforming Congregational Culture 
(Eerdmans).  

Which is it, going deeper into the great treasure house of Christian 
faith, theology and practices or reaching wider into an increasingly 
diverse and pluralistic world? How about both? The theme we will 
explore and flesh out in this week is the Going Deeper into our faith 
and its rich tradition and Reaching Wider and beyond our tribe or 
clan are bound up together, two parts of one whole. We will explore 
specific strategies that help and challenge congregations to Go 
Deeper and Reach Wider.

Governmental Oppression  
and Ecclesial Resistance

Rev. Martin Rumscheidt

Martin Rumscheidt, who is retired from the 
University of Windsor and the Atlantic School of 
Theology , will teach on theologies of resistance in 
Bonhoeffer and the anti-apartheid movement in South Africa with some 
attention also to First Nations in Canada.

This fascinating course will address what Bonhoeffer called “putting 
a spoke in the wheel” of a tyrannical state’s politics vis-a-vis 
targeted groups of people. The resistance deeply rooted in Christian 
discipleship that characterized the church-struggles in Nazi Germany 
and Apartheid South Africa will be discussed and serve as ways of 
illustrating “theology in opposition to politics” in other contexts. 

“…with Christian mantras  
and a great sense of destiny…:”

Thomas Merton’s Travels in Eastern Religions 

Dr. Bonnie Thurston

After introducing Merton’s life and thought, the 
course will survey the chronology and extent of his 

interest in Eastern religions. Touching on Hinduism and Taoism, 
the focus will be Buddhism, exploring what Merton did and did 
not know about its traditions and how it influenced his aesthetics, 
his prayer practice, and his poetry. The course will conclude with 
Merton’s principles of inter-religious dialogue and their relevance to 
own conversations with those who believe differently.

For more information, including biographies 
of our Summer School faculty, and to 

register for courses, visit

New Christian Reformers and the Jews

Professor Peter Ochs

Peter Ochs is Visiting Distinguished Lecturer, Rabbi 
and Bronfman Professor at the University of Virginia 
whose work in Scriptural Reasoning and whose book 
Another Reformation? will inform his course. 

A Jewish philosopher teaches about a collection of contemporary 
Christian theologians (Lindbeck, Hauerwas and 5 more) who renew 
and refine Reformation doctrines in surprising ways. Students 
will be invited to read a variety of engaging excerpts from each 
of these theologians and then to reflect on questions like these: 
Why does each theologian seek to renew and refine Reformation 
doctrines? Why does each affirm a robust theology of Scripture, of 
Jesus Christ, and of ecclesial community while at the same time 
affirming renewed engagement with both biblical and rabbinic 
Judaism and engaging in a breadth of inter-religious encounters and 
conversations?

Recently, Principal Richard Topping (far right, back row) and 
his wife Amy were dinner guests at the home of Rev. Victor 
Kim (far left, back row), one of our field supervisors. Also in 
attendance were VST students In Lee (next to Richard) and 
Bryan Lee (middle, back row), and their families. 

cont. from previous page
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Building on the success of last year’s Inter-religious Conference 
(May 15-17, 2016), Rabbi Dr. Laura Duhan Kaplan, Director of 
VST’s Inter-Religious Studies Program, has come up with quite an 
intriguing theme for this year’s conference, (May 23-25, 2017).

Some months ago, Laura was having a light-hearted conversation 
with Dr. Harry Maier, VST’s Professor of New Testament and 
Early Christian Studies, about zombies. Both acknowledged 
popular culture’s fascination with images of humanity attacking 
and consuming itself. As a collective, they realized, we are actively 
thinking about end-times. Our anxieties about war, disruptive world 
orders, extremism and climate change signal a societal uneasiness 
regarding a potential apocalypse. In pop culture, stories are told 
about zombies, vampires, earth-destroying comets, and nuclear 
war. Religions traditions, too, address the apocalypse. Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam all try to put a positive spin on the idea of 
“end times,” teaching that after the world as we know it ends,  
things are going to be better. 

At the conference, participants will explore traditional and popular 
expressions of the end-times. Keynote speaker Dr. Lionel Corbett of 
Pacifica Graduate Institute will address the psychology of religious 
fundamentalism and apocalyptic thinking. 

Lionel Corbett received his Medical Degree from the University 
of Manchester, England, in 1966; served as a military physician; 
and became a Member of the Royal College of Psychiatrists in 
1974. Dr. Corbett has studied various spiritual disciplines including 
Christian and Jewish mysticism, Buddhism, Advaita Vedanta, 
and Yoga and has had a personal meditation practice for 20 years. 
He now teaches depth psychology at Pacifica Graduate Institute 
near Santa Barbara, California, where he founded the Psyche and 
the Sacred program, a highly successful series in its 5th year that 
integrates spirituality with depth psychology. 

Regional scholars from multiple religious traditions and disciplines 
will offer short, varied presentations in the conference theme.  
Local sacred writing teacher Ray McGinnis will lead a writing 
workshop where participants can personally explore conference 
learnings. The workshop will add an interactive, experiential 
component, as suggested by last year’s attendees.

Everyone is welcome to attend the keynote address, which is free  
and open to the public. Attendance at the scholarly presentations 
and writing workshop is by registration only. For more information 
visit our News and Events section at www.vst.edu

Why the fascination with the end times? VST’s upcoming  
Inter-Religious Conference grapples with a pop-culture obsession
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Jason Byassee published two books: he assisted with John 
Buchanan’s From the Editor’s Desk: Thinking Critically, Living 
Faithfully at the Dawn of a New Century (Westminster, Nov 2016) 
and coedited with Craig Kocher and James Howell, Mentoring 
for Ministry: The Grace of Growing Pastors (Cascade, March 2017). 
He published a column on “Not Knowing What to Say” at Faith & 
Leadership. Christian Century ran a review of Mark Sternberg’s 51% 
Christian, and will publish a forthcoming feature on John Pentland 
and Hillhurst United in Calgary, and an article co-written with 
Ross Lockhart on three new ministry experiments (Northwest 
Baptist, Yellowstone Theological Institute, and St. Mellitus 
in London, England). He presented papers at VST’s conference 
“Encountering the Other” in May and at Fuller Seminary’s “Christ 
and Cascadia” conference in October. Sojourners will publish six 
Living the Word pieces from January-June 2017. Journal for Preachers 
published his piece “Gentleness Rules” in Pentecost 2016. He gave 
three lectures to the alumni conference at Queens Theological 
College in Kingston in October 2016 and gave a workshop for 
United Methodist clergy in Portland in November. He also lectured 
or presented workshops locally at Carey Theological College, 
for deacons and aspiring deacons in the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Vancouver, and for aspiring deacons in the Anglican Diocese of 
New Westminster. 

He preached locally at Tenth Church, Gordon Presbyterian, 
University Hill United, Shaughnessy Heights United, St. Andy’s 
Table, West Van United, Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship, 
Sutherland Church, St. Paul’s Anglican, and more. Out of town 
he preached at Chalmers United Church in Kingston, ON and at 
Duke Chapel and Boone United Methodist back home in  
North Carolina.

Jason is at work on volumes on the last third of the Psalter for the 
Brazos Theological Commentary on scripture and Fully Alive, with 
Rae Jean Proeschold-Bell, on clergy health (Baker). He gave his 
induction lecture for the Butler Chair at VST on October 21, 2016.

Principal Richard Topping was the theme preacher at the 
Presbyterian Synod of British Columbia at Richmond 
Presbyterian Church, October 14-16. He has been guest preacher 
at St. Mary’s, Anglican, Kerrisdale; West Vancouver United 
Church; St Andrew’s Presbyterian, Victoria; St Aidan’s, New 
Westminster; Langley Presbyterian and Grace Presbyterian, 
Calgary. He has upcoming engagements at St. David’s, Halifax 
and St. Paul’s Anglican, Vancouver. Richard has conducted several 
workshops on the theme of spiritual gifts in the Missional Church, 
the theology of the Reformation and Faith and Arts. He has also 
hosted international visitors from Auckland and Accra. These 
visitors are from theological colleges (St. John the Evangelist, New 
Zealand and Trinity Seminary, Ghana) interested in best practices  
for theological education in their own locales. In January Principal 
Topping will travel to Durham, UK., to continue conversations 
with St. John’s College and the faculty of Theology at Durham 
University about a doctoral program in theology through VST.  
Principal Topping is the main speaker and facilitator for a series 
of public engagements in November at Richmond Presbyterian 
Church on quests and questions related to Christian faith. He was 
a panelist at the VST dialogue What Kind of Theist are You? This 
past semester he taught Christian Theology: An Introduction and next 
semester he will teach Reformation History. He is taking a course on 
Strategic Decision Making at Sauder School of Business this spring. 

Richard was the guest “expert’ at the Current Affairs Debating 
Society. He spoke on the topic of who (or what) is God? Believers 
of all faiths, agnostics and atheists were welcome. It was a spirited 
discussion.

LAURA DUHAN KAPLAN

Rabbi Dr. Laura Duhan Kaplan co-ordinated the lively and 
successful Inter-Religious conference Encountering the Other at 
VST in May, where she also presented a paper on The Kabbalistic 
Ecumenism of Rabbi Nachman of Breslov. She taught two special 
summer courses: Dreams of the Apocalypse: Oracles of the Prophet 
Zechariah at the ALEPH: Alliance for Jewish Renewal Seminary 
and Kabbalah: A Jewish Theology at VST. She was guest preacher 
at West Vancouver United Church, Carman United Church, 
Or Shalom Synagogue, Congregation Beth Tikvah, and Unity 
of Vancouver. She spoke on interfaith topics for the Cardus 
Foundation, Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, Multifaith 
Action Society, and Simon Fraser University’s Institute for the 
Humanities. Several of Laura’s recent blog posts on compassion, 
multi-faith families, and gender issues in the Bible have been chosen 
as featured stories by the U.S. Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

cont. on page 20
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Harry Maier has been on sabbatical since May. From June-July 
he was in Germany to work on several articles, and also in Rome 
where he attended a conference on the reception of Paul and Second 
Temple Judaism in the early Church. 

Harry received an Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellowship 
to return to Erfurt for 6 months in January, start a book called 
Practicising Places: Spatial Imagination, Imperial Location, and Lived 
Religion in Early Christianity with the University of Pennsylvania 
Press. Currently he is completing a book that will appear in 2017 
with Oxford University Press called New Testament Christianity in 
the Roman Empire. Additionally he has been  contracted to write 6 
essays for differing collections before the end of June.

Harry is also putting the finishing touches on a collection of essays 
he’s co-editing with some German colleagues to be published under 
the title Seeing the God: Image, Space, Performance and Vision in the 
Religion of the Roman Empire to be published by Mohr/ Siebeck.

While in Erfurt Harry will be co-hosting a few international 
seminars: one, in the early Spring, called Martyrs in Space/Time and 
Inter-religious Perspective, the essays of which will be published by 
Berlin's De Gruyter Press, and another called Being in the Father: 
Jewish and early Christian Explorations of Divine Indwelling, together 
with Daniel Boyarin and the French Medieval historian Julie 
Cateigt, for which they will also seek a publisher. 

In the past few months several papers of Harry’s have been published 
and can be found on his academia.edu site: vst.academia.edu/
HMaier. They include studies of Ignatius of Antioch, Paul, 
Marcion, the Letter to the Hebrews, early Christian martyrs, and 
a couple of research bibliographies for Oxford University Press. 

Harry preached at St Andrews United Church in September and 
is leading a lecture series called Four Gospels, Many Resurrections 
at Redeemer Lutheran Church here in Vancouver. In May he is 
leading a doctoral seminar at the Fondazione San Carlo, a graduate 
school of advanced social and cultural studies in Modena, where he 
is an honorary fellow. Harry will be leading a seminar dedicated to 
the Book of Revelation and Utopian politics, in addition to giving a 
public lecture. 

PAT DUTCHER-WALLS

In June, Pat Dutcher-Walls participated in the annual meeting 
of the Chief Academic Officers Society of the Association of 
Theological Schools, meeting with other Deans to discuss academic 
support issues. In August, she had a “nano-sabbatical” week at the 
Sorrento Centre, enjoying beautiful summer weather and good 
Anglican colleagues while translating the book of Lamentations 
for a new course she will teach this coming spring. In addition to 
guest preaching around the Lower Mainland on occasion, at her 
home congregation of St. Aidan’s Presbyterian Church in New 
Westminster, she helps out by preaching, presiding at communion, 
and leading Bible studies as requested by the congregation. This fall, 
she led a four week adult education course, Ancient Voices: Exploring 
Hebrew Bible Literature and Faith at St. Andrew’s Wesley United 
church for a lively audience of 35 people. After raiding the Sunday 
school rooms to get coloured markers to help highlight biblical 
texts, the participants learned about the power of literary repetition 
and other artistic techniques used to convey ancient stories and 
poems. In October, she volunteered at the Festival of Peace through 
the Arts sponsored by Hummingbird Ministries, an Indigenous 
healing and reconciliation ministry of the Presbyterian Church 
led by VST alumni Mary Fontaine. In November, she returns to 
Faith Lutheran Church in Bellingham, Washington to lead a Bible 
study on the Book of Isaiah for the lively group of adults there who 
are eager to learn more about the biblical texts they hear preached 
during the Advent season.

SALLIE MCFAGUE

Sallie McFague is working on a book for Fortress Press series 
entitled Dispatches: Turning Points in Theology and Global Crises, 
to be edited by Ashley Moyse. She has agreed to write a book 
on climate change and kenosis for the above book series. The 
series is described by its subtitle of Turning Points to indicate “the 
apocalyptic urgency of the issues addressed and yet reserves any 
prescriptive judgment on the manner in which the tradition can be 
re-appropriated by the authors.”

Sallie is also publishing with Fortress Press an essay entitled Re-
Imagining the Triune God for a Time of Global Climate Change in a 
book entitled Planetary Solidarity: Global Women’s Voices on Christian 
Doctrine and Climate Justice, ed. by Grace Ji-Sun Kim and Hilda P. 
Koster.

Sallie is involved as a member of the steering committee for a new 
Center for (R)evolutionary Theology here in Vancouver which will 
attempt to address some of our most pressing social and justice issues 
from theological points of view.

On November 9, Sallie joined other members of the faculty to 
discuss at an all-School forum What Kind of Theist are You?

TRAVIS O’BRIAN

Travis O’Brian is Director of Anglican Studies at VST as well as 
Rector of St. Barnabas Anglican Church in Victoria. Currently, 
he lectures in the areas of Christian worship and liturgy, as well 
as teaches in all things Anglican: Anglican History, Theology, and 
Spirituality; Anglican Polity; Anglican Mission and Ministry. He is 
looking forward in the Spring term to teaching a course on Danish 
theologian Søren Kierkegaard, on whom he wrote his PhD. 
Travis is currently focusing his academic research on understanding 
Anglican liturgical and spiritual inheritance as a gift providing 
prophetic witness in the dominant “technological” and secular 
culture. This theme will be one of the highlights of next term’s 
course on Mission and Ministry.

cont. from page 19
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In his role as Presbyterian Director of Denominational Formation, 
Ross Lockhart teaches courses in Reformed Worship, Creeds and 
Confessions as well as Presbyterian Heritage, Polity and Practice.  
Ross was a representative of St. Andrew’s Hall/VST to General 
Assembly at York University in June. Ross’ latest writing project 
was published by Cascade Books this past spring - Lessons from 
Laodicea: Missional Leadership in a Culture of Affluence. This summer, 
Ross served Fitzroy Presbyterian Church in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland.  Along with his family, Ross enjoyed living in the manse and 
getting to know this amazing Presbyterian Church on the campus of 
Queen’s University that was an important partner in the Northern 
Irish Peace process.

Returning home to Canada, Ross was the guest preacher at Alberta 
and the Northwest Synod’s fall meeting at Camp Kannawin as 
well as theme speaker at Manitoba and Northwestern Ontario 
Synod in Winnipeg. Ross was on a panel of theological educators 
at Fuller Northwest’s Christ and Cascadia conference held in 
Seattle. Ross also presented a paper at Christ and Cascadia focused 
on his next writing project - the missional leadership of St. Patrick.  
Ross continues to serve on the Board of Trustees for the Forum 
for Theological Exploration (FTE) in Atlanta, Georgia as well 
as the Presbyterian Education and Reception Committee of 
the national church. Ross’ work with The Centre for Missional 
Leadership at St. Andrew’s Hall, has him involved in experiments of 
congregational cohorts, New Monasticism on campus, and church 
planting.

GRANT RODGERS

This Fall Grant Rodgers has moved up to half-time as Director 
of Anglican Formation at VST, and as a result is in the process of 
changing parishes, leaving St. John’s Port Moody, where he has 
been for eight years, and becoming Vicar of Christ the Redeemer in 
Cloverdale (Surrey) on a half-time basis as of November 1st. Grant 
led the Vocation Retreat for Anglican students during Orientation 
Week, and had 14 students in attendance. The Rev. Pittman Potter, 
the Rev. Vivian Lam and the Rev. Alex Wilson were resource 
people. Grant led the course on Anglican Liturgy in September with 
nine students in attendance, and also the Teaching Retreat on the 
History, Theology and Practice of Marriage in the Anglican Tradition 
November 4-6. Grant gave a talk on Benedictine spirituality to 
Rabbi Laura Duhan Kaplan’s Spiritual Formation in Communities 
class on September 29.

Janet Gear participated in the circle of colleagues that gave birth 
to the West Coast Centre for r(Evolutionary) Christianity and 
hosted with VST the Theology Conference Re-Imagining God and the 
World during Summer School in July. She was invited to Hillhurst 
United Church in Calgary to offer the workshop, Making Sense 
of the Theological Buffet – an event for clergy and lay people in the 
United Church to consider the theological diversity in congregations 
and the leadership opportunities associated with distinct theological 
worldviews. Janet was invited to offer leadership to the Annual 
Gathering of the National Jubilee Community (Spiritual 
Formation and the Art of Spiritual Direction) on Attention: the 
Inner and the Outer Path. Janet also preached the Covenanting 
Service between Rev. Simon LeSieur, West Vancouver United 
Church, and Vancouver-Burrard Presbytery for BC Conference.Brenda Fawkes is involved in the initial planning stages of an 

event combining theological education and leadership formation 
with sustainable community gardening and farming based on 
the Princeton Theological Seminary Farminary model. She is 
working with other VST faculty and community partners. Brenda 
is an occasional Sunday preacher in United Church congregations 
throughout the Lower Mainland. In the Fall term Brenda began 
work with a number of new communities for ministry practice 
while supporting students in the Studio Leadership course. These 
communities include a church plant and intentional community in 
Victoria; a youth ministry imitative in Nelson; Colony Farm  
(a forensic psychiatric facility in Coquitlam); a lay leadership project 
in Gibsons; and several local congregations and presbyteries. This 
expands the formation community beyond the walls of the school.  
Throughout the spring Brenda will share planning and leadership 
on Theme and Worship with colleagues preparing for The United 
Church BC Conference in May at UBC.

Ray Aldred spoke at several conferences over the past number 
of months. He recently spoke at the Would Jesus Eat Frybread 
Conference, where 175 delegates were registered, including 
Indigenous college students from 85 North American Native 
nations. The theme was on healing but the background was to talk 
about how Indigenous people can celebrate being Indigenous and 
Christian. In their words, they are a generation who are going to 
embrace fully their identity. They say that young people keep the 
old people alive. This is true for Ray, and those University young 
people gave him life for the journey. He and his wife Elaine shared 
their story of moving through the pain of life in a way that the life of 
Christ flows out of our wounds. Ray is also focussing on writing his 
thesis.
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Blessings upon this community of learners,  

and listeners, and speakers.

Blessings upon this community of donors,  

and supporters, and elders.

Blessings upon this community of friendship,  

and family, and new and old faces.

May this season bring redemption  

even in the midst of difficulty.  

May this season bring forgiveness  

even in the midst of accusation.  

May this season bring courage  

even in the midst of uncertainty.  

May this season bring love  

even in the midst of hate and indifference. 

And may this season bring blessings  

upon this community, in ways not yet imagined.  

And may this season bring blessings,  

upon this community, in ways that only God could imagine. 

Margaret Trim, November 2016


