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It’s been my privilege to serve as Chancellor of Vancouver 
School of Theology since 2011. While the most visible (and 
enjoyable) aspect of the role of Chancellor is the conferring of 
degrees at Convocation, there’s much more that’s expected from 
the School’s Chancellor.
The Chancellor is a member of three groups: the Board of 
Governors, Faculty Council and the Friends of VST. In all 
three of these areas there have been significant challenges over 
the past three years.
The Board of Governors have faced significant budgetary 
challenges, made the difficult but necessary decisions to declare 
‘financial exigency’ and then have had the pleasure of being 
able to declare that the school’s finances have been stabilized.  
The receipt of the gift from the Butler family for the Chair in 
Homiletics and Biblical Interpretation is a great encouragement 
for the future of the school. As well, the strategic thinking of the 
Turning Point Committee has opened avenues for exploration 
of future possibilities that are truly exciting and visionary.
While the responsibilities of my full time employment have 
prevented more active participation in the Faculty Council, 
I am impressed with how well the VST faculty and staff work 
together to lead and manage the educational program of the 
school. VST is blessed with an extraordinary group of scholars 
and educational administrators who keep the curriculum rooted 
in the tradition, yet always fresh and exploring new horizons of 
scholarship and inquiry.
It has been with the Friends of VST that there has been the 
most change, with more to come. The “Friends” organization 
was formed from the former VST Auxiliary which existed for 
many years as a way for church women (and some men) to 

From VST’s Chancellor, Dean Peter Elliott
support the school through prayer and raising funds for student 
scholarships. Like many other church organizations of its kind, 
over the years, the Auxiliary declined in numbers and a new 
structure was envisioned that would continue the same work 
and by constitution; the Chancellor is the President of the VST 
Friends. But owing to new strategies for both ‘fund raising’ and 
‘friend raising’ the Board of Governors will consider, at their 
upcoming meeting in June 2013, to shift again this work so that 
the circle of friends can be expanded. Our motto is ‘every donor 
a friend.’ It’s the prayers and support of VST’s many donors and 
friends that sustain and build up the life of the school.  
The Board, faculty and staff are committed to finding regular 
and creative ways to engage with alumni and other friends of  
the school.
One of the highlights of the year is the Chancellor’s Dinner: 
on March 13, 2013 over 90 friends gathered at the University 
Golf Club to enjoy a delicious meal together, participate in a 
live auction (which raised almost $8,000 for the school) and 
be inspired by a powerful address by CBC’s Shelagh Rogers, 
OC who spoke about her participation as a witness in Canada’s 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission. It was a great evening, 
including the first announcement by Acting Principal Stephen 
Farris of The Reverend John Ralph Butler and Elisabeth Letitia 
Baker Butler Chair of Homiletics and Biblical Interpretation. 
VST’s friends were gratified to be amongst  
the first to learn of this exciting development. Already plans  
for the 2014 Chancellor’s Dinner are underway: watch for  
more information!
The announcement of the appointment of the Reverend Dr. 
Richard Topping as Principal of the school came just before 
this year’s Convocation at Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church. In 
her remarks that evening Board chair Dr. Heather Clarke paid 
tribute to Richard after speaking warmly and affectionately 
of the work of former principal Dr. Wendy Fletcher and 
Acting Principal Dr. Stephen Farris. It was moving to hear the 
appreciation which the congregation expressed to each of these 
leaders of our school. And it was, as always, a great privilege to 
admit graduates to the various diplomas and degrees earned 
through the educational curriculum of VST.   
You can feel the sense of accomplishment of the graduates and 
the affirmation of their family and friends.  
As the citations were read for the degree Doctor of Divinity 
(honoris causa) Judy Graves and Douglas Todd, it was 
the values of VST that were celebrated—commitment to 
compassionate social justice and intelligent engagement with 
culture. The congregation’s enthusiastic response to the citations 
demonstrated that the work Judy and Doug have done in their 
respective careers has earned the respect and admiration of all 
present at the Convocation.
All in all, a momentous year in the life of Vancouver School of 
Theology: it’s a privilege to be part of it all!
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Gales of laughter emanate from the corridor in the East 
Wing of VST where the administrative offices are located. 
Anyone familiar with the everyday rhythms of working along 
this corridor knows that this usually means one thing:  
that the Reverend Dr. Richard R. Topping is In The House.  
A master of one-liners and hilarious anecdotes, VST’s newly 
appointed Principal-designate can always be counted on 
to raise the comic barometer on even the gloomiest days, 
yet as anyone who knows Richard can tell you, his gifts 
extend to far greater abilities than merely lifting spirits and 
providing a lighter perspective. A man of deep commitment 
and passion for theological education, Richard exemplifies 
how sometimes our greatest treasures are those which are 
close at hand. Richard Topping is a familiar face at VST, 
having taught at VST and our Presbyterian sister college, 
St. Andrew’s Hall, since July of 2009. To say that Richard’s 
appointment as VST’s Principal-designate was greeted 
with happy enthusiasm from all who have had the pleasure 
of working with Richard or studying under him in the 
classroom is something of an understatement. But it’s also 
important to note that Richard’s appointment was the result 
of a most rigorous process to identify the leading candidate 
for the position of VST’s principal; in all, 23 applications 
from qualified candidates from across North America were 
received, four were shortlisted for interviews and two were 
selected for onsite visits, both giving an invited lecture on the 
‘The Role of VST in the Future of Theological Education’.
In preparation for this article, Richard was asked a number 
of questions. As his answers rolled off his tongue, Richard 
rarely paused for breath. It’s clear that these are questions to 
which he has very obviously given a great deal of time, energy 
and deep reflection. And as a brilliant theological orator, 
Richard has the gift of articulating his vision for VST in ways 
that are expressed with a passion informed by his academic 
background, married with his experience of working ‘on 
the ground’ in numerous pastoral charges throughout his 
professional career. Richard received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Religious Studies from University of Waterloo, and 
a Master of Arts in Theology and his Doctor of Philosophy 
from St. Michael’s University in the Toronto School of 
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Theology. He took on a pastoral charge as Minister at Zion 
and Knox Presbyterian Churches in Muskoka, Ontario from 
1993-1996 and at the Church of St. Andrew and St. Paul in 
Montreal, Quebec, where he was Assistant Minister from 
1997-1999 and Senior Minister from 2000-2009. Richard 
also taught in the Montreal School of Theology at McGill 
University during this same time period. He is the author 
of Revelation, Scripture and Church and co-editor of Calvin 
@ 500. Richard is currently on the faculty of VST’s partner 
institution, St. Andrew’s Hall, and will continue to teach 
in the areas of Reformation History and Theology, and 
Christianity and Culture. 
So what drove the Rev. Dr. Richard Topping to apply for and 
accept the role of Principal of Vancouver School of Theology? 
His experience of teaching at VST has provided him with 
the assurance that VST is a great working environment; 
terrific collegiality, the incredible competence of its faculty, 
a deep level of trust amongst the faculty, staff and student 
body, and a creative approach to theological education that 
has become the lens through which other similar institutions 
are looking at their own roles for providing the same in a 
post-modern, secular world. But it’s the openness of the 
place, the opportunity to serve God and the Gospel, to 
respond to the needs of a world which is at a cross-road and 
to provide highly educated and well-prepared leadership for 
spiritual communities which make Richard’s eyes light up. 
Richard eschews, however, a Pollyanna perspective on role 
of the church and spiritual communities in an increasingly 
secular world—rather he readily acknowledges that both 
church attendance and enrolment in theological educational 
programs are steadily declining. But opportunity arises from 
challenge, and as Richard mentions “numbers DO matter, 
because in the case of church attendance in general, or VST 
enrolment in particular, those numbers represent people, and 
it’s the people who matter.” So one of Richard’s top priorities 
for his early days in the Principal’s office will be to travel, 
to shake hands, to forge new  relationships and strengthen 
long-standing friendships with our denominational partners, 
to listen to the stories of others with an open heart and open 
mind, and in response to tell VST’s story.  
And Richard Topping will have no problem telling the VST 
story. According to Richard “modesty is a protestant virtue 
which can sometimes handcuff us into not talking about 
ourselves.” He sees the position of VST Principal as a golden 
opportunity to talk about VST and how the institution 
serves the life of the church and by extension, society at large, 
by providing a topflight educational experience, the end 
results of which are competent, well-prepared and inspiring 
spiritual leaders. Richard asserts that our ability to share our 
own stories of what we do well remain the key to student 
recruitment and successful fundraising strategies. 

However, while recruiting young people who are consumately 
capable and who can be trained to speak intelligently into the 
public space as Christian witnesses remains the vital role that 
VST plays as a provider of theological education, Richard 
also acknowledges that if there are no churches or spiritual 
communities to call VST graduates, it’s somewhat of a 
pointless exercise. The question then becomes, what skill sets 
are we cultivating in our students, and to what end? Are we 
merely presuming an emerging and missional church in order 
to avoid having a bad conscience about what we’re doing? 
As an institution VST needs to stay ahead of the curve by 
inculcating its students with skill sets that include church 
building and growing new congregations within the context 
of a constantly changing and contemporary landscape.  
This means that as critical as it is for students to glean an 
excellent education from VST, it is as vitally important for 
VST as an institution to learn and listen from those same 
students about how to operate in an almost unrecognizable 
world from the one in which the previous generation grew 
up. Of particular interest and concern to Richard is how we 
engage and encourage the development of youth ministries. 
“This is a generation that likes to go deep and weird,” says 
Richard, and we should be striving to nurture an educational 
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relationship with these young people, always bearing in 
mind that Jesus himself was considered a odd by his own 
contemporaries.
We work in a society in which the default position is 
secularity. As Richard points out, Charles Taylor reminds us 
that “people are choosing no religion at all’” over the range 
of spiritual options available to them. “And yet without 
God,” Richard says, “theology is a subject in search of a 
subject matter.” So we had better be willing to learn from 
other wisdom traditions (including Native, Buddhist, Jewish 
and Muslim traditions, to name a few) that teach us we live 
in an ‘enchanted’ world—not a Harry Potter, magic wand 
kind of place—but a world where the spiritual and physical 
world is alive with God, and that the aim of life is to lose 
yourself to something greater than yourself, to get caught up 
in the ‘big’ things. To recognize that the transcendent may 
be missing from our everyday, banal lives if we toss out the 
baby with the bathwater by choosing to live our lives without 
acknowledgement of God. That the question of ‘what is truly 
beautiful?’, matters deeply. Our challenge is to articulate that 
those broad margins are not incompatible with deep faith and 
particular convictions, and to remember that we have failed 
as theologians if those we teach couldn’t get the same thing 
from a good atheist. 
In spite of the challenges facing VST in terms of providing 
theological education in a modern context, Richard 
Topping appears to have a clear vision for VST, informed 
by a willingness to allow growth and change to take place 
organically. Looking into the future, Richard sees VST 
as remaining interesting enough to gather to itself those 
students with outstanding ability, and to entice those who 
are kind and courageous and willing to do the hard work 
—“those who have pushed all the chips to the centre of the 
table in terms of following the calling of God on their lives.” 
Those kinds of students tend to bring out the best in their 
professors, which turns into the opposite of a vicious circle 
—rather a spiral upwards that gathers force and momentum. 
Richard is also aware of the fact that the relationship between 
student and institution does not stop the moment a student 
leaves the building upon graduation. A priority will be to talk 
with our graduates honestly to find out what they hope to get 
from an ongoing relationship with VST as their Alma Mater. 
By establishing and maintaining that kind of meaningful 
relationship, VST will encourage graduates to engage in 
continuing education and hone lifelong learning skills that 
will serve both them and the communities in which they 
live and work. While recognizing VST’s ongoing role in its 
support of alumni, Richard is not shy about how the school 
can benefit in tangible ways from that ongoing relationship, 
and that our support of alumni will in turn generate their 
support of the institution. Richard quotes Proverbs by saying 

“A good name is to be preferred above riches,” and embellishes by 
adding “although riches are good too!’” 
When asked what particular tasks he anticipates facing 
within the first year in his new role, Richard expects that 
many of the priorities will choose him rather than the other 
way around. He will need to deal with the replacement 
of retiring faculty. And looming ahead of VST as an 
institution is the task of accreditation by the Association of 
Theological Schools—a process that happens every decade 
in order to ensure that VST is adhering to the standards and 
expectations of its accrediting institute. This effort is being 
spearheaded by Rev. Dr. Patricia Dutcher-Walls, VST’s 
Academic Dean, and will take up considerable resources 
in terms of time and energy from all levels of the VST 
administration. 
And what is it that VST can do to support Richard in his 
new role? “Tell me the truth,” he says (while adding as an 
afterthought “in love”). Nobody is served by complimentary 
lying  and invented mythologies are no help—he’s a big boy 
and he can take it. Tell him stories of defeat and success. Tell 
him about opportunities—where are the gaps that can be 
filled. After all, VST is light on its feet and small enough to 
be responsive to suggestion. Tell him what doesn’t work. Tell 
him about best practices. And above all, pray for him.

Photo courtesy Sweet Earth Photographics

The ConvoCaTion for The insTallaTion of 
The reverend dr. riChard Topping 

as the seventh principal of vsT will take place 
on friday, october 18th, 2013 at shaughnessy 

heights United Church, 1550 West 33rd 
avenue, vancouver, at 2 pm. all are invited 
to share in this joyous occasion in the life of 
vsT. reception to follow in the Church hall.
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May 6, 2013
The Most Rev. John E. Privett
Archbishop, diocese of Kootenay

Elder Harriet Cooke, Elder Louise Dangeli, Board Chair 
Heather Clarke, Chancellor Peter Elliot, Members of the 
Board of Governors, Past Principal Wendy Fletcher, Acting 
Principal Stephen Farris, Principal Designate Richard Top-
ping, Honoured Guests, Faculty, Graduates, Families and 
Friends, it is an honour and a joy to address you tonight.
As I do so, I am conscious of the remarks of Dr. George 
Cooper speaking to graduates of Kings University in Halifax 
a few years ago, “Convocation speakers should think of 
themselves as the dead body at an old fashioned Irish wake.  
They need you in order to have the party, but no one expects 
you to say very much!” But, to quote Monty Python, I’m not 
dead yet—so indulge me with time for a few words!
This is first and foremost a celebration of significant 
accomplishment. It is the culmination of a lot of time and 

a great deal of personal energy. Theological education when 
undertaken seriously makes its demands upon our whole 
selves—it is a task of mind, of heart and of soul. And so 
we are here tonight to honour the 2013 graduates of the 
Vancouver School of Theology. Congratulations to each 
of you! We celebrate with you and with your friends and 
families who have walked alongside you, struggled with you, 
prayed with you and watched you grow through the years of 
study that have brought you to this day.
We also acknowledge and express our admiration and 
appreciation to the faculty and staff who have guided each 
student through their course of studies, and supported each 
of them in this educational journey at VST. Dr. Dwayne 
Huebner, professor emeritus at both Yale Divinity School 
and Columbia University, has written that the journey of 
education is essentially a transcendent journey. Using the 
words of the great Shema, which we hear in the gospels as 
the great commandment, Huebner says that the movement 
of education is a movement that always draws us out of 
ourselves. “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is One, and you 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.”  He goes on to say that 
God is the holy other, and when we love the other with our 
whole heart, and mind and strength, we are drawn out of 
ourselves and so are brought to a new place. That kind of 
loving is a transcendent activity. When we love the subject 
of our studies, when we love our community of learning, 
when we love our church and ultimately love the mystery cont. on page 8

and the revelation of God then we are moved from where we 
started and come to find ourselves drawn to a new place of 
understanding. That is the educational journey, and it is never 
restricted to a purely intellectual activity. I have no doubt that 
those of you who have engaged in theological studies know 
personally and deeply what that experience is about. You are 
not the people you were when you arrived. You have been 
stretched and challenged and now you are ready to leave this 
place of learning for new places where you will continue to 
learn and grow.  
Today in the Christian calendar is a festival day honouring 
St. John the Evangelist and the legacy of his gospel 
community.  It is a day for saints and for those who continue 
to carry the gospel in our time and place. Dare I say it is a day 
for newly minted theologians as well? In the tradition of the 
western church, today is also one of the Rogation days.  
For many centuries the three days before Ascension Day were 
kept as special times of prayer for the seeds about to be sown 
in the fields. In agricultural communities, some churches have 
special services for the blessing of seeds and animals at the 
beginning of the planting season. I remember hearing about 
Rogation days for the first time as a young priest on the 
prairies. A friend told me he had held a rogation service for 
the congregation on a farm in his community. When I asked 
him what he did for the service, he said, “I walked around the 
farm and blessed everything that moved!”   
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The blessing of seeds and animals takes different forms in 
different places at different times, depending on geography 
and climate. A few years ago in the Okanagan I had the 
privilege of blessing a newly planted vineyard.We read 
scripture, sang songs, and walked through the rows of small, 
fragile grape vines. We prayed for the growth of these tender 
plants and for the well-being of the workers in the vineyard. 
That sounds almost biblical doesn’t it? The readings which we 
hear tonight are those suggested for a Rogation service.
They are particularly appropriate for convocation I think, 
because tonight we celebrate the seeds that have been  
planted in minds and hearts and souls. I am very aware that 
the root meaning of the word “seminary” is “seed plot”.  
The seeds of study at VST have found fertile soil and those 
seeds will continue to grow with you and within you for the 
rest of your lives. Some have already grown strong and full, 
and others will take many years to come to fruition. May God 
continue to bless the seeds that have been sown so that they 
may bear fruit in your lives and in the lives of those you are 
called to serve.
As we gather tonight, I am deeply conscious that as you 
complete your studies at VST the landscape of the world is 
vastly different that it was only a few short years ago.  
Our world seems as if it is becoming more fragmented and 
we have lost a sense of the grand narratives that guide and 
unify us. The place of religious faith is not the same as it once 
was and the role of the church and other faith communities 
has changed significantly. There is continuing interest in 
spiritual matters but the historic religious traditions have less 
appeal, in part, I think because we have not told our stories 
well. We may have in many cases lost our focus. I have had 
conversations with clergy who no longer seem to know what 
the main focus of their ministry is. We are facing a collective 
amnesia about our own deep spiritual traditions and the 
wealth that lies hidden there. Many long time members of 
our congregations are not very clear about where the heart  
of our faith lies. I am aware that fewer and fewer 
congregations have the kind of stability that they had 
a generation ago and that the task of congregational 
leadership is becoming more critical and more demanding. 
Congregations face the challenge of maintaining their 
common life, while also discovering the need for learning 
how to speak of the gospel in a less than receptive 
environment. And before that can happen we often face 
the task of teaching or re-teaching the very basics of 
Christian faith and life. Whether one offers ones leadership 
as an ordained person or as an active lay person, our faith 
communities need you. There is critically important work to 
be done by those ready to take up the challenge.  
In our reading from the book Deuteronomy, we hear what is, 
perhaps, the oldest creed in the Hebrew Scriptures. It is part 
of the harvest ritual associated with the Festival of Weeks.  

When the June harvest comes, the Israelite is commanded 
to take the first fruits of the harvest to the priest and offer it 
to God in thanksgiving for the land and for all that God has 
given including the gifts of freedom and Torah. And then the 
ancient story of God’s saving activity is recited:  
“A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down to Egypt 
and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a 
great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated 
us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing harsh labour on us, we 
cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors…The Lord brought us 
out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm…and 
he brought us to this place…So now I bring you the first fruit of 
the ground that you, O Lord, have given me.”(Deut. 26:5-10) So 
now I bring you the first fruits of the ground that you, O Lord, 
have given me.” Many seeds have been sown throughout your 
studies at VST. You have learned much, much has taken root, 
and now the time has come to ask what you will do with what 
you have received in this land of theological study. What first 
fruits will you gather in your basket to offer in thanksgiving 
for all that God has done? Will you tell the story of your 
ancestors in faith? Will you offer your gifts to the faith 
communities that need your leadership; will you offer your 
knowledge and most of all your faithfulness? Will you live 
among the people to whom you are called, will you learn 
from them and together with them help them to discover 
the riches of this land of faith, a land flowing with milk 
and honey and with the gift of finest wheat? The gospel for 
Rogation is the story in John’s gospel of Jesus’ encounter with 
the crowds who have come in search of him. And he reminds 
them that the fruits of the land are a great blessing, but there 
is an even greater gift— “…the bread of God is that which comes 
down from heaven and gives life to the world.” And when they 
ask him for this bread, Jesus replies, “I am the bread of life. 
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, whoever believes in 
me will never be thirsty.” ( John 6:35)  The Risen Christ still 
offers that assurance.
Your education, your knowledge, and your learning are 
needed in our faith communities, but even more important is 
your knowledge of God, your love for Jesus, your heart for the 
church and your own discovery of the bread which gives life 
to the world. Human beings long for that bread which gives 
life to the world.  Faithful people in our congregations have 
tasted and long to be nourished with that bread of life so that 
rather than struggle to survive, they may thrive and be a light 
to the world. The offering of the first fruits of what you have 
been given is a sacred gift to God, to the church and to the 
world. Much has been given—much will be required.
So tonight we celebrate—we celebrate these hardworking and 
ripening graduates and the seed bed that is the Vancouver 
School of Theology. We celebrate what God has given and 
what God continues to give. We celebrate the hope that you 
give to us, to Christ’s Church and to the world. And we pray 
that the seeds that have been sown in you may bear much 
fruit. God bless each of you and the ministries to which you 
are called.

cont. from page 7
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MARK MUNN
I recently graduated from VST with a Master of Arts in Public and Pastoral 
Leadership. I have worked for Christ Church Cathedral as the Director of 
Development and Communications for the last 4 years, and for the last 1.5 
years at Covenant House Vancouver in Pastoral Ministry. I have held senior lay 
leadership positions in the church for more than 6 years, have worked with Diocesan 
committees & consulted with the Anglican Church of Canada on topics of financial 
development and stewardship, and am a postulant seeking ordination in the Diocese 
of New Westminster. I also have more than 10 years of leadership experience in the 
not-for-profit and international development sectors.  
My vision of Christian ministry has always been formed by Christian teachings 
regarding issues of poverty and human dignity. I have a keen interest in forms of 
Christian leadership, individual formation and community life which address these 
issues in prophetic, embodied and life-giving ways. I take for granted that the 
traditional congregational and parish-based models of Christian community life are 
in decline, and that the death of Christendom represents an opportunity for new 
unexpected ways of living Christ’s calling.       
As a postulant seeking ordination and facing this reality, increasingly I see the seminary’s role as being an incubator of 
alternative forms of lay and ordained ministries. Increasingly I anticipate my leadership will take the form of an urban  
worker-priest, a lay pastoral care-giver or a Christ-formed leader working in the public sphere—though I would gladly live 
the life of a full-time clergy person in a parish. Despite the decline of the traditional church, now more than ever I believe the 
church and individual Christian leaders have a key role in speaking to the hurts and hopes of the world and embodying God’s 
love for it.  A Master of Arts in Public and Pastoral Leadership degree takes seriously this future and our future Christian 
vocation as prophets and reformers. This is the spirit animating this program, and this degree best represents my own sense of 
Christian vocation and aspiration in our time. 

Master of Arts in Public 
and Pastoral Leadership:
PRofilES of gRAdUATE MARK MUNN & cURRENT STUdENT dAvid SwAN

As an Executive Director with 25 years experience in program and services development 
and delivery in HIV/AIDS and cancer non-profits I had participated in many 
management and community development paradigms. Participatory Action Models or 
true community driven work was always the most appealing to me and yet organizations 
seem to be adopting more and more hierarchical private sector corporate models that 
are financially driven. As I grow and develop in my personal faith I find it increasingly 
difficult to model that kind of leadership. VST’s MAPPL program prepares people for 
offering theologically informed leadership in community organizations and institutions. 
I have found a community that believes practicing values like non-violence, love of the 
neighbor, sacrificial livelihood, simplicity and forgiveness are the only way to achieve 
true success. Although it is impossible not to imagine what I might be doing in 5 years I 
am trying to stay in a place of prayer and openness to the still small voice of the Divine 
as I learn, laugh, and pray with my fellow students and faculty. My hope is summed up 
beautifully in the program description: We recognize the longing for truth, identity, 
purpose and belonging at the heart of human life and community as religious work—
work at the depth of the human soul. This is what brought me to VST and the MAPPL 

program and it’s my prayer that I find the place God wants me to practice this Christian approach to human and social 
development. If you are looking for an alternative way to practice community development and organizational management 
come and talk to us.   

dAvid SwAN
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On Friday, February 15th, the Board of Governors of 
Vancouver School of Theology officially declared that the 
January 2012 declared state of financial exigency has  
been rescinded. VST’s accrediting institution, the Association 
of Theological Schools, states in its guidelines "Financial 
exigency is declared when an institution needs to take 
extraordinary action to reduce expenditures and preserve 
resources." Several strategic integrated actions over the  
past year have made this possible, including excellent  
fiscal and administrative management, reduction in 
expenditures, revised investment policy and an increase  
in donor contributions.

Acting Principal Stephen Farris notes that while this is 
indeed good news, VST must continue to practice restraint 
and solid budgetary oversight in order to nurture the financial 
health of the school. “This does not mean that the purse 

strings will dramatically loosen in the foreseeable future.” 
Farris stresses that VST must remain committed to ensuring 
the continuation of excellence in theological education 
through good fiduciary management. 
The VST Board of Governors Chair, Heather Clarke, 
gratefully acknowledges the outstanding continuing 
support of VST’s family—its faculty, staff and students; 
denominational partners; donors; and volunteer Board and 
committee members, during the recent phase of financial 
exigency. “I am excited about and convinced that with 
revitalized fiduciary stewardship VST’s ability to carry out its 

“Two Monks and a Dutch Quester:  
Thomas Merton, John Eudes Bamberger and 
Henri Nouwen” with Dr. Michael W. Higgens
Thursday July 11th, 7:00 pm

“Rumi and the Hiddenness of God”  
with Dr. Hossein Houshmand
Thursday, July 4th, 7:00 pm

All Public Lectures are held in the Epiphany Chapel at the Vancouver School of Theology, 6030 Chancellor Blvd.,  
on the UBC campus. Freewill offering will be taken.

July 1-5: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Rumi: The Prophet of Love  
with Dr. Hossein Houshmand 

July 5-7 (Weekend Retreat:  
Friday 6 pm – Sunday 12 pm)
Spiritual Retreat: Discovering Ignatian 
Spirituality with Fr. Elton Fernandes

July 8-12: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Thomas Merton and Henri Nouwen: 
Architects of Spiritual Wisdom  
with Dr. Michael Higgins  

educational mission will continue to flourish and that VST 
will continue to fulfill its role as a key West Coast ecumenical 
theological institution educating church and community 
leaders for the 21st century.”
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As a part of VST’s accreditation through the Association of Theological Schools, we are in the midst of our accreditation 
review, a process that occurs every ten years. Leading up to the accreditation visit next spring, we have been undergoing a 
Self Study process, in which the school evaluates its progress in meeting the standards set by the Association. We have been 
working with a number of groups within the school and a number of stakeholders outside the school, but we also want  
to invite any comments from our wider constituencies. Feel free to respond to any or all of the following questions in an  
email to Dr. Patricia Dutcher-Walls, Chair of the Self Study, at patdw@vst.edu. 
All responses will be used in a way that preserves anonymity.

Please identify your relationship with the School (alum, interested lay person, occasional attendee at lectures 
or courses, participant at an extension site, etc).
How well does VST carry out its goal of preparing students to meet the needs of pastoral and public 
leadership for today’s church and world? 
If you studied at VST, how well did VST prepare you for your ministry or spiritual journey?
If you’re otherwise familiar with the school, how well do you think VST carries out its goal of preparing 
students to meet the needs of pastoral and public leadership for today’s church and world?
Do you have suggestions for how we might better prepare leaders for public and pastoral leadership?
In your experience, does VST practice integrity in its communication with the public and the churches? 
For example, in your experience are statements in our publications and on our website accurate? In your 
experience, has VST followed through on communication made to you personally, say, in the case of receipts 
for payments, responses to inquiries, etc?
VST states that its Vision is: “In the Spirit, we are called to be faithful and discerning disciples of Jesus Christ, 
witnessing to the living God, and, together with both First Nations communities and other faith traditions,  
to engage issues of truth, justice and spiritual growth.” In your estimation, how well does VST carry out 
this vision?
VST states its Mission as: “Vancouver School of Theology is an 
institution of theological education, inspiring its community to 
work through: the Centre for Christian Leadership to develop 
a learned ministry in the service of Jesus Christ, and religiously 
educated leaders for service in the world; the Indigenous Study 
Centre to partner with First Nations and the global aboriginal 
community in Christian ministry, spiritual growth and social 
justice initiatives, and the Iona Pacific Centre to further 
interfaith understanding and joint initiatives enhancing the 
quality of life for all.”  In your estimation, how well does 
VST carry out this vision?
What other comments would you like to make to the  
Self Study team at VST?

Please send your comments no later 
than June 30, 2013. Thank you!

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
We’re asking for your opinion on how we’re doing...

Native Ministries Consortium

Featuring:
July 8—12, 2013

Visiting Distinguished Scholar
The Rev. Dr. Malcolm Nāea Chun, Hawaii

Course Title: Indigenous Spiritualities
July 15—19, 2013

The Honourable Graydon Nicholas, ONB,  
Maliseet, Lieutenant Governor, New Brunswick

Ten courses over two weeks
taught by Indigenous faculty.

Meet us on Facebook at:
Indigenous Studies Centre

For more information contact 604-822-9480 or email  
nmconsortium@vst.edu
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CertifiCate in 
theologiCal StudieS diploma in theologiCal StudieS

JOHN SLATTERY 
has several degrees and has 
been involved in Unitarian 
organizations for over 40 years. 
At VST he has especially 
enjoyed learning about the 
spiritual paths of his fellow 
students. He has already used 
the knowledge gained from 
his VST classes in presenting 
sermons, workshops and 
discussion groups in the local 
Unitarian community, and plans 
to continue doing so.

ROBIN J. ENSOM
entered VST after retiring from 
a long career as a pharmacist, 
university professor,  and 
regional /corporate director roles 
in health care. He has especially 
enjoyed the opportunity to learn 
from his fellow students through 
deeply engaged conversations. 
He found it challenging to learn 
at a graduate level in an area 
so alien from all his previous 
experience and training. Robin 
has appreciated the support and 
interest of his wife Mary and his 
children Jamie, Asia, Rob and 
step-daughter Hannah. He plans 
to continue on in the Master 
of Arts in Public and Pastoral 
Leadership at VST.

MARILYN GOUGH  
came to VST with a Bachelors 
and a Masters degree in Music 
(Wilfrid Laurier and Regina).   
She is grateful for the support 
of her husband Barry during 
her studies at VST.  She thanks 
all the professors for their 
encouragement and challenge 
and her student colleagues 
for their engagement and 
discussion.

JILLIAN JACkSON      
came to VST from parenting 
a 5 year old daughter. Prior to 
that she was an oncology nurse 
in Melbourne, Australia. So 
inspired by her VST experience 
during her Theology Diploma, 
she is moving onward into 
VST’s M.Div program with 
hopes for ordination in the 
future.

diploma in theologiCal StudieS (by extenSion)

LOWAENA  
PUAHAUNANI HAU
(POSTHUMOUS)  
of  Wailuku, Maui, Hawaii 
was a bi-vocational pastor who 
worked for Yamashiro Building 
Supply  and served as Pastor 
of Kaahumanu Congregational 
Church. Lowaena faithfully 
served the Church until her 
death on August 31, 2012.

JOCELYN  
MOkIHANA POWERS 
resides on the Island of Kauai 
in the State of Hawaii and 
has served churches as Kahu 
(Pastor) in the United Church 
of Christ. She is a member of 
Kapaa First Hawaiian Church, 
a church  which embraces the 
ways of  Hawaiian culture  
with faithfulness to God in  
Jesus Christ.  

ARLENE  
(DANGELI) ROBERTS
is from the Nisga’a Nation, 
Beaver House. After 31 years of 
sobriety and a single Mom for 
17 years, Arlene then married 
her husband Don Roberts. 
Arlene’s son Mike Dangeli has 
attended VST dinners sharing 
their First Nations songs. Mike 
is married to Mique’l and have 
they a son, Nicky. Arlene’s other 

grandsons are Tyler Roberts, and 
Eric and Michael Daniel. Arlene 
attended UBC/VST-Native 
Ministries for over 10 years, 
experiencing the opportunities 
of being ministered to and 
sharing ministry with people 
from around the world who 
attend this program. She works 
for the Indian Residential 
School Survivors Society and 
is the North West Regional 
Resolution Health Support 
worker with 27 towns and 
villages in the Nisga’a Nation. 
She plans to continue attending 
VST summer schools, and this 
summer will co-facilitate the 
one week course at VST on 
Indian Residential Schools, 
Healing and Reconciliation.
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maSter of artS in theologiCal StudieS

maSter of artS in publiC and paStoral leaderShip

MARYANN ARMOR
came to VST with a B.A. in 
religious studies from UBC and 
after working in public libraries 
for 8 years. Maryann began her 
studies thinking she wanted to 
quickly leave school for parish 
ministry, but is leaving with 
a strength, confidence, and 
determination to do whatever 
it takes to complete a doctorate 
in Hebrew Bible. Maryann will 
never forget the experience of 

ROBERT TETTEVI  
came to VST after 16 years in 
the pastorate at the Westminster 
Foursquare Church. The 
highlight of his time at VST was 
the discovery that the “liberal” 
label of VST is a misnomer. 
Here, the notion of “fides 
quaram intellectum” is not a 
theological abstraction, but an 
embodied life. Now a better 
Pentecostal, Robert plans to 
pursue a PhD.

LISA WITTMAN  
left a career as a non-profit 
communications and marketing 
executive in Kansas City, 
Missouri, to come to VST.  
She holds an MBA and a 
certificate in spiritual direction. 
VST gave her a chance to 
study her first love, and she 
grew in mind and spirit 
through the experience. The 
greatest challenge was the 
transformation in understanding 
of biblical texts, which was also 
most rewarding. As a student, 
she volunteered at VST as a 
grants researcher and writer.  
She hopes to continue in this 
work and provide spiritual 
direction and retreat leadership, 
while seeking permanent 
resident status in Vancouver 
with husband Stephen. 

MARk MUNN
Before attending VST Mark Munn had been working as a 
professional fundraiser at Covenant House Vancouver, and 
previously had worked in university administration at UVic and in 
the international development sector in Egypt and India. At VST 
Mark most appreciated the focus and integrity of his peers, who 
were almost universally dedicated to not only learning the subject 
matter but also integrating it into their lives and careers. He also 
very much appreciated the enthusiasm and energy that VST’s staff 
and faculty put into their work for the students. Mark’s challenges 
were almost entirely economic, but VST’s donors and administrative 
staff made these challenges much lighter through bursaries and 
tuition reductions. Mark’s immediate family includes his love Lucy 
McCullough, his parents Claire and Harold Munn, his twin brother 
Eric and wife Joyce Munn. Lucy is also pregnant with their first 
child, due in July! Mark currently works part-time at Covenant 
House Vancouver as a pastoral care worker with homeless and at-
risk youth, and part-time as the Director of Development at Christ 
Church Cathedral. He is excited to be a part of these ministries for 
years to come.

NANCY O’HIGGINS  
transferred to VST in January, 2012 from AST and has loved 
(almost) every minute of it. She has an undergraduate degree in 
Journalism from Ryerson and a BA from UBC and took early 
retirement from the Vancouver Province newspaper after 30 years 
in the newspaper business as a feature writer and copy editor, and 
then started long distance cycling. Nancy has ridden around the 
South Island of New Zealand, end to end in Britain, the Santa Fe 
Trail, and two sides of North America. Now that she’s finished 
studying for now, she wants to ride the other two sides. Nancy went 
through discernment in 2008 on the nudging of a Haida matriarch 
who decided she should go into ministry. Nancy has lived  there for 
10 years and had been doing services and helping in every way she 
could after their most recent minister left. After the discernment 
year Nancy started studying right away, while doing ministry with 
Skidegate United Church as a student minister. Nancy has been 
called to serve the congregation as an ordained minister for Haida 
Gwaii Pastoral Charge.

being a TA for Harry Maier and 
Wendy Fletcher and writing 
her thesis with Pat Dutcher-
Walls. She will never forget 
the love of the faculty and staff 
and all of their support during 
the good times and the bad, or 
the many friendships that she 
made, which she knows will last 
forever. Maryann plans to go 
into teaching at a graduate level, 
but also to remain involved in 
parish ministry. She will attend 
the University of Edinburgh 
in the Fall of 2013 in order to 
complete an advanced master’s 
degree in Hebrew Bible, in 
preparation for doctoral studies. 

cont. on page 14

Photos courtesy of Sweet Earth Photographics, Shannon Lythgoe and the graduates themselves
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maSter of divinity

MARYANN ARMOR
came to VST with a B.A. in 
religious studies from UBC and 
after working in public libraries 
for 8 years. Maryann began her 
studies thinking she wanted to 
quickly leave school for parish 
ministry, but is leaving with 
a strength, confidence, and 
determination to do whatever 
it takes to complete a doctorate 
in Hebrew Bible. Maryann will 
never forget the experience of 
being a TA for Harry Maier and 
Wendy Fletcher and writing 
her thesis with Pat Dutcher-
Walls. She will never forget 
the love of the faculty and staff 
and all of their support during 
the good times and the bad, or 
the many friendships that she 
made, which she knows will last 
forever. Maryann plans to go 
into teaching at a graduate level, 
but also to remain involved in 
parish ministry. She will attend 
the University of Edinburgh 
in the Fall of 2013 in order to 
complete an advanced master’s 
degree in Hebrew Bible, in 
preparation for doctoral studies. 

DIMAS  
CANJURA OSORIO
Dimas came to Canada in 
1991; Dimas currently lives in 
Victoria. He is originally from 
El Salvador C.A., where he 
graduated with his bachelor’s 
degree in Psychology. While 
living in Victoria, Dimas studied 
English at Camosun College 
where he also took Resident 
Care Attendant training in 
1997-1998. Since that time 
Dimas has worked at Victoria 
Health Authority (VIHA). and 
Dimas came to VST in 2008, 
as a member of the student 
community he enjoyed the 
multicultural and faith classes. 
The most challenging thing 
for him has been the language, 
because his first language is 
Spanish, but VST has special 
staff and editors who helped 
him with editing his papers. 
Dimas married Violeta in 1976; 
they have two children and 
are now enjoying their three 
grandchildren. Dimas does not 
have plans because he believes 
that he is following God’s plans, 
and after his graduation only 
God knows what he wants 
for him, and he will follow his 
mandate.

MURIEL  
GALLO CHASANOFF 
is from Orcas Island in 
Washington State. Before 
coming to VST Muriel was 
a Religious Studies Major 
at Grinnell College in Iowa. 
During her three wonderful 
years at VST Muriel has 
explored ways to integrate 
her evangelical faith with her 
progressive family values and 
has fallen madly in love with the 
Bible. After graduation Muriel 
will celebrate her marriage 
with Andrew Otto and enter 
full time parish ministry in 
the States with whichever 
denomination is willing to 
take her! She wishes to thank 
her parents, Laurie, Lisa and 
Matthew, her soon-to-be in-
laws John and Joann, fiance 
Andrew and Manny the dog 
for supporting her through the 
last three years. She will deeply 
miss her VST family, as well as 
Canada’s obsession with hockey 
and tea. Go Canucks!

DENNIS HOWARD 
grew up in Salmon Arm, BC. 
Prior to attending VST, Dennis 
worked in various management 
capacities for a family-owned 
wholesale distribution company. 
The thing Dennis  has most 
enjoyed in his time at VST is 
the spiritual formation that he 
experienced through being part 
of this pastoral yet educationally 
rigorous community. Dennis’s 
immediate family includes 
his long suffering wife Gayle, 
two lovely daughters and their 
husbands, a quartet of beautiful 
grand children and his sister 
and brother. Upon graduation 
Dennis hopes to be called to 
congregational ministry in The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada.

kERMIT JOHNSON 
came to theological studies after 
retiring from the U.S. Coast 
Guard and other ventures. He 
is especially grateful for his two 
church assignments while at 
VST, and for Rev. Dr. Sharon 
Betcher’s Christology course 
which encouraged him to be 
bold, open-minded and creative. 
Kermit will continue to serve 
as a chaplain in Stanwood, 
Washington and Hilo, Hawaii.

SAMAYA OAkLEY came 
to VST after having done fifteen 
years of youth ministry in her 
home congregation of the  
North Shore Unitarian Church. 
A highlight of her time at VST 
has been developing collegial 
relationships with her classmates 
from different denominations. 
Samaya has thoroughly enjoyed 
her time at VST. She plans on 
pursuing a Doctorate in  
Pastoral Care.

MICHAEL  
POLITANO BOWLES
No photo available.
Michael’s favourite part of 
VST was the faculty—he 
feels he was blessed to be 
getting an education with 
great educators. Michael didn’t 
just learn theology or history 
or leadership and so on, he 
learned thoughtfulness, integrity, 
sensitivity, care, discernment, 
and respect, by the manner in 
which these subjects were taught. 
Michael currently works for 
the Mustard Seed who have a 
farm in the Cowichan Valley 
called Hope Farm. It's a healing 
centre for men with addictions 
issues. Michael works there as a 
caregiver, taking up all sorts of 

roles from cooking and cleaning 
to spiritual companionship. 
There is a lot he enjoys about 
the position such as building 
relationships and cooking for 
10 guys. Michael considers it a 
stepping stone which will allow 
him to put his experiences from 
VST into practice, and will 
prepare him for the next giant 
step. Though Michael won't be 
taking classes again any time 
soon, he finds himself drifting 
back to his notes time and time 
again with curiosity  
and gratitude.

cont. from page 13
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CLARA PLAMONDON 
came from Cochrane, Alberta, 
but has lived in various places 
through Western Canada.  
Clara spent nearly 10 years 
of her professional career in 
Municipal Government before 
returning to college to complete 
an undergraduate degree 
in Religion in 1998. Since 
then she has served in both 
Retreat Centres and Parishes 
in Alberta and Saskatchewan. 
Clara would say that what 
she enjoyed the most about 
VST was the diversity and 
wide range of faith traditions 
of students and faculty, which 
encouraged a much deeper 
conversation that might not 
have happened elsewhere. 
Perhaps the most challenging 
experience was learning how to 
create community in a non-
residential environment with 
many part- time students who 
are only on campus for short 
periods of time. Clara plans to 
re-locate to Vancouver Island 
where, God willing, she will be 
ordained to the Priesthood in 
the Anglican Diocese of BC. 
She hopes to serve in a local 
parish somewhere on the Island.

RANDY REYNOSO 
Randy is a graduate of the 
Native Ministries Program at 
VST. He is blessed to be gifted 
by the NMP with an amazing 
extended family who will forever 
be in his heart and soul. Randy 
will be seeking ordination in his 
home state of Hawaii.

PETER ROMBEEk 
came to VST from teaching and 
working in youth-ministry in 
Ottawa. Aside from God’s call, 
Peter came out to VST as the 
professors seemed interested in 
ministering to the current and 
future context in Canada—and 
he was pleased to find out that 
this was true. Some highlights 
include all the fantastic and 
lovely people here, the many 
worlds of the Bible, applicable 
theology, playing music in 
worship, preaching, and the 
desk in the library. One of the 
challenges was the hours and 
hours of isolated reading every 
day. Peter leaves VST with a 
strong concern for community 
and the cost of free grace. Only 
God knows where he and Ines, 
his wife, will end up, but Peter 
is looking forward to working 
with a congregation.

RYAN SLIFkA 
was born in Calgary and raised 
in Black Diamond, Alberta. 
He came to VST with a variety 
of jobs under his belt and a 
Bachelor of Arts in English 
from the University of Calgary. 
The thing he enjoyed the most 
about his time at VST is the 
willingness of professors to 
engage with students from 
a confessional Christian 
perspective while remaining 
open and showing hospitality to 
others. The thing he found most 
challenging was balancing work, 
family life and church ministry 
while trying to keep up with 
courses. His immediate family 
includes wife Cheyenne, son 
Walt, and baby in utero (TBA). 
For his internship year he will 
be remaining in the Lower 
Mainland as United Church 
Campus Minister at UBC and 
Associate Minister at University 
Hill Congregation.

kEN THOMAS
is a professional accountant who 
took early retirement to pursue 
ministry in the United Church. 
He began his theology studies 
in Winnipeg before coming to 
VST. Ken most enjoyed pursuing 
biblical and theological study in 
an environment of committed 
colleagues and dedicated 
faculty. Ken has accepted a call 
to ministry at Roland United 
Church, near Winnipeg.

graduate diploma in theologiCal StudieS maSter of theology
NATHAN WRIGHT came to VST 
with an M.Div. from the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg and 
after spending several years in ordained 
ministry with the United Church of 
Christ (USA). His favourite memories of 
VST are the years that he spent working 
as the United Church Campus Minister 
at UBC and getting to know the VST 
faculty, staff, and students. His immediate 
family includes his husband, Dr. Richard 
Arias-Hernandez, their 13-year old son, 
Noah, and their two dogs, Harry and Lili. 
He plans to continue his education and 
pursue doctoral studies at SFU.

CHRISTINE CONkIN 
came to VST from a career in 
dance and completed a MDiv in 
2005. At VST she discovered a 
love for biblical study to add to her 
passion for dance and spirit. She 
has been working as a parish priest 
in the Anglican Diocese of Calgary 
while completing a ThM and plans 
are to continue with that while 
remaining open to going wherever 
the spirit may lead next!
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VANCOUVER 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

Vancouver School of Theology
presents the 

Visiting Distinguished Scholar Lecture with 
The Rev. DR. MalcolM Nāea chuN

July 9th, 2013 • 7:00 pm
epiphany chapel 
6030 Chancellor Boulevard on the UBC campus

The Rev. DR. MalcolM Nāea chuN 
Hawaiian, Episcopal Priest, Board Member of the Indigenous Theological Institute, Author, and Vancouver 
School of Theology Distinguished Scholar, 2013.  Malcolm Nāea Chun has taught Hawaiian language and 
folklore and has worked as a cultural specialist and educator at the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, the Hawai‘i 
State Department of Health, the Queen Lili‘uokalani Children’s Center, and, most recently, the Curriculum 
Research & Development Group (CRDG) at the College of Education, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa in 
the Pihana Na Mamo Native Hawaiian Education program. His latest translations are the History of Kanalu 
by Benjamin K. Namakaokeahi and Davida Malo’s Ka Mo‘olelo Hawai‘i.

July 7th, 2013, 8 am and 10:00 am
“GoD is NoT a chRisTiaN, aND NeiTheR is Jesus”
St. Mary’s Anglican Church, Kerrisdale, 2490 West 37 Avenue, Vancouver, BC

July 8th-12th, 2013, 8:30-11:30 am
“iNDiGeNous spiRiTualiTies”
VST Summer School, 6000 Iona Drive on the UBC Campus, Vancouver, BC
Registration fees apply, please visit www.vst.edu for more details
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VANCOUVER SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY RECEIVES MAJOR GIFT FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY

It was about 5:00 pm on the afternoon of Friday, September 28th, when VST’s Acting 
Principal Stephen Farris arrived somewhat late to greet a small group of VST Alumni 
who had gathered for a meal in the Lower Hall of the Chapel of the Epiphany prior 
to the Somerville Lecture by Dr. David Benner, which was to be given later on that 
evening. Clearly, Dr. Farris was having a hard time containing his jubilation. Later we 
were to learn what had inspired such an outbreak of great good humour— 
Dr. Farris had just been on the receiving end of an unsolicited phone call from the 
Reverend Laura Butler, calling to inform Dr. Farris that she and her brother Reverend 
Ralph Butler and his wife, Wanda, were planning to donate the very substantial sum of 
three million dollars to Vancouver School of Theology. In due course it was determined 
that the donation would be used to endow the The Reverend John Ralph Butler and 
Elisabeth Letitia Baker Butler Chair of Homiletics and Biblical Interpretation.
Through their generosity, Ralph, Wanda, and Laura Butler have established the Butler 
Chair in honour of Ralph and Laura’s parents, the Reverend John Ralph Butler (1886-
1953), and his wife Elisabeth Letitia Baker Butler (1883-1942). Between them, the 
Butlers senior ministered to sixteen churches throughout the Pacific Northwest during 
their career. Both were keen supporters of theological education, and the donation of 
their remaining fortune to VST to a Chair in Homiletics seemed a most fitting way to 
honour their life and legacy. 
The Butler gift is the first endowed Chair at Vancouver School of Theology. The 
establishment of a Chair focusing on the discipline of homiletics at VST firmly places 
the school within the leading ranks of North American theological institutions offering 
advanced studies in the art of preaching. This three million dollar endowment by the 
Butler family represents the most significant gift in support of homiletics (teaching the 
practice of preaching) in North America.
Dr. Farris and representatives of VST’s Board of Directors have been working with the 
Butler family on the terms of the endowment for the past several months, and the first 
installment of the funds has been received, with the remainder to follow over the course 
of the next year. Once the entirety of the donation has been received by VST, the school 
will then start the process in determining who will be named to the Chair.
It is with humble gratitude that VST receives the Butler endowment, and the Board 
of Governors along with the Faculty and Staff will ensure that VST remains an 
excellent steward of the Butler Endowment, in order to continue the work of providing 
excellence in theological training for future leaders of the church.

In a biography of her parents, the Reverend Laura Butler mentions that 
the intent of the Butler donation was to honour the men and women who 
have responded to God’s call and faithfully served year after year in their 

ministry of preaching, teaching and healing. 
May they hear the Master’s voice, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

Reverend John Ralph Butler

Mrs. Elisabeth Letitia Baker Butler
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REVEREND FRANCES MARR DARLING 
(1951-2013): Fran Darling received her M. Div. (Honours) 
from VST in 2008. Predeceased by her father Frank Darling 
and brother Peter Darling (Nancy Cameron), Fran is  
survived by her husband Peter Leckie, daughter Nancy 
(Dan) and granddaughters Abbey, Emilia and Isla, son 
David (Lori), mother Barbara and sisters, Marcia, Barbara 
and Mary. Ordained as a United Church Minister in 2008, 
she began her Ministry at both Cedar United Church and 
Chemainus United Church, staying at Chemainus United 
until her death.
REV. FREDRICk (TED) kROPP (1932-2013):
Ted Kropp received his Diploma from VST in 1966. He 
is survived by his wife Arlene, sons Douglas and Randy 
(Colleen), daughter Shari (Mark), grandchildren Noah, 
Maya, James and Erin, and sister June Rasch. Ted was 
the first Protestant Chaplain at the Matsqui Prison in 
Abbotsford, later transferring to the Mission Institution 
where he spent a significant number of years of his  
professional life.
MARY WARTNOW (1924-2012): 
Friend of VST.  Mary is survived by her loving husband 
of 54 years Floyd, son Ross (Andrea), and granddaughters 
Vanessa and Hannah. She was predeceased by her son Barry 
in 2001. Mary has been an active member in the Tsawwassen 
Community including Delta Assist, her Church, the Cub 
Scouts and many other charitable works since 1967. 
REVEREND F. ANN MOIR (1930-2013):
Ann Moir received her M.Div. in 1986 from VST and 
became a minister in the United Church of Canada.  
She served a number of congregations around the Lower 
Mainland out to Abbotsford before her retirement. 
Predeceased by her husband, Donald Stephen Moir, in 2006, 
a month shy of their 50th wedding anniversary. She leaves 
behind sons Donald (Kathy), David, Stuart ( Janice), and 
Alan (Mary Ann), grandchildren Rachel, Benjamin, Ryan, 
Andrea, and Jenna, her sister, Jane Croft, and sisters-in-law, 
Mary Tremblay, and Marie Moir, plus nieces, nephews,  
and cousins.
DR. MARGARET PRANG (1921-2013):
Former member of VST Board of Governors. Predeceased 
by her sister, survived by sisters Mary Jobe, and Frances 
Blenkhorn. Also survived by her long time friend and 
companion, Maria Fürstenwald. Margaret will be missed by 
her loving daughter Charlene and grandson Justin Michael, 
by Carmen, and by her many friends. Renowned Canadian 
historian and author, Margaret’s interest was in political 
and constitutional history.  She was an active member 
of numerous academic, community, United Church and 
ecumenical committees both locally and nationally.

The community of VST mourns with the families of our dear 
friends, former students and colleagues who have passed 
away recently, and gives thanks for the many ways in which 
they enriched our lives and the lives of others...

M. JEAN MACDONALD (1917-2012):
Friend of VST. Survived by many neices and nephews in the 
Okanagan, Alberta and Saskatchewan. From 1951-1981 Jean 
was a missionary to Japan for the United Church of Canada. 
English Executive Secretary to the World Conference on 
Christian Education held in Japan after the war. After 
retiring Jean continued her involvement with church life 
including preparing for the 1983 World Council of Churches 
in Vancouver and participating in the VST Auxiliary. 
Jean enjoyed the World Diakonia in Bern, and the VST 
Pilgrimages to Strasbourg and Britain. 
DOROTHY (DASH) WILSON (1920-2012):
Friend of VST and wife of former VST Faculty member, 
the Rev. Dr. Reg Wilson, Dorothy (McCammon) Wilson, 
(known as “Dash”) died at Crofton Manor on Oct. 18, 
2012. Survived by her husband Reg and brother, James 
McCammon. Dorothy was the representative from Knox 
United to the VST Auxiliary for many years.
DEBRA kARBY (1974-2012):
Friend of Iona Pacific Inter-religious Centre. Survived by her 
parents, Rosalind and Howard Karby, husband Adam and 
two young sons. Co-founder of Ugi Fitness, Debra and her 
husband donated their design services for the creation of the 
original Iona Pacific logo, as well as for the original version of 
the Iona Pacific website.
SHEILA WALLER (1923-2012): 
Friend of VST. Sheila is survived by her sons Paul ( Janis), 
Rob (Patricia), sister Joyce, with nephews Michael (Shan) and 
Jonathan, and grandsons Rob Jr., Jeremy, Justin and Jordan. 
Born in England, she emigrated to Canada with her family in 
1957. She was a devoted member of the Anglican Church.
GWENDOLYN EWAN (1947-2012):
Gwen Ewan recieved her MATS from VST in 2007. She is 
survived by her nephews John and Patrick, her niece Shar, 
and her sister-in-law Marie, all of Grande Prairie, AB. Gwen 
spent her early career as a Parole Officer, a Warden of a 
federal penitentiary in Edmonton and a manager of a halfway 
house in Yellowknife. When she moved to BC she worked 
for VIHA in several roles as an addictions counsellor and 
administrator. She recieved her Masters degrees from the 
University of Alberta, Naropa University in Colorado, and 
the Vancouver School of Theology. Gwen was associated with 
The Haven on Gabriola Island since the mid-1980’s. After 
her retirement she was dedicated to the work of the Victoria 
Heritage Foundation.
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church programs—Sunday 
school, apple festivals, plant 
sales, movie nights, recitals, 
youth groups eventually— 
are critical for the future of 
the Church. Baptisms can 
be a gateway to welcoming 
young family, especially 
in the Maritimes, simply 
because baptisms in a 
family are still mandatory!
I digress. I would never call a funeral a recruiting opportunity, 
because what Christ does at a burial is mourn with the 
mourners. God stands in the middle of our heartbreak, 
because that’s where God has always stood. But today I  
want you to get a sense of a Maritime funeral. It is very 
formal: even the format of the clergy visiting the gathered 
family to plan the service is clearly laid out, almost like a 
worship service, including hymn snippets, final prayer and 
Lord’s prayer. There are hours of visitation at the funeral 
home. The funeral service in the church involves casket and 
pall-bearers, less often the funeral urn. The funeral service 
we use is very traditional, almost word-for-word from the 
old United Church Service Book. After the service, there is 
a formal tea, perhaps at the house. But in between service 
and tea, almost without fail, is the most memorable part for 
me, namely burial in Dartmouth Cemetery. My internship 
spanned the very long and bitter winter on Halifax Harbour, 
so you can imagine standing at the open grave with a family 
anxious to “do the right thing by Mum.” The wind whistles 
off the harbour and up the hill to a little group huddled 
around a freshly dug, frosted grave. We have yet another 
short, formal service of prayers, adding fistfuls of soil, using 
those familiar words “ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”
And there, in that bitter cold, family weeping or trying to 
stifle sobs, but clinging to each other, we do these highly 
symbolic acts: placing roses or artwork or messages, then 
dropping earth on the coffin. In that moment, standing at the 
graveside bidding farewell, we Christians declare in strong 
voice, “Here we stand to commend—to the earth and to 
our Creator God—our brother/sister… And so, in sure and 
certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, we call out in confidence from the edge 
of the grave, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia.”
As we walk to the tomb with Jesus’ friends, we walk together 
with Easter worshippers all over Canada who do not bring 
daffodils from their gardens. Everywhere but this corner of 
the Left Coast, it is still midwinter—this year in particular, a 
cold and long and snowy midwinter.

Written Mar 29, 2013 by Fran Darling 
Easter morning greetings to you all, with my love and 
blessings and infinite gratitude for your faithful walk  
together as the Body of Christ on this corner, in this gifted 
but often hurting community! May you continue forever to 
be the resurrected Christ in your Christian ministry, both in 
this building and in every aspect of your relationships and 
your lives!
There. Now go read your Bible. I just began my message in 
the ancient Greek tradition that our beloved brother Paul 
used when he wrote messages to “his” church communities.  
If it weren’t for Paul and his earnest letters, we would not 
have the church at all. We would not understand what 
Easter truly means, and here it is in summary: According to 
John’s gospel, God decided to come to earth to walk with 
us and teach us God’s Way of Love, but the world did not 
understand. In fact, the world cut itself off from God’s Light, 
turned against Jesus, humiliated, tortured and executed him. 
And that’s all the world could do.
Three days after Jesus was buried, our story tells us, he rose 
from the state of death and rattled the world.  Paul explains.  
If Jesus taught us how to walk this earth and live God’s love, 
now that he is gone in body, we are Christ’s Body on earth in 
action: hands, feet, heart, tastebuds… savouring life to the full 
and filling ourselves (through God and each other) with joy 
enough to spill over and transform a planet that continues to 
groan out for deliverance. That’s Christianity in a nutshell!
When I was finishing theological studies, I served an 
8-month internship in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. In the 
Maritimes, even though just as few people under 60 years 
old attend Sunday church as do here, funerals and weddings 
and baptisms take place all the time in the Church where you 
grew up… in a very formal way, under strict rules.
This is a golden opportunity for the United Church, really.  
When children get baptized, if the congregation handles it in 
a joyful, positive way, preaching a gospel of love and welcome 
to a new child, the family often does return. Of course, then 
once we welcome a young family, we need a great family 
program in place. We need kids to experience fun, and a 
multi-generational affectionate community to nurture them, 
and a safe place to make sense of the world and help them 
grow over the years. That’s why I believe that a good series of 

FRAN’S LAST WORDS...
The Rev. Fran Darling died on Easter Sunday 
morning, peacefully and loved. Although she had 
earlier agreed to preach at Chemainus United 
Church on Easter Sunday, she wrote a sermon 
for someone else to read because by the end of 
March she realized she would not be able to do  
it herself. This is Fran’s Easter Sunday sermon...

cont. on page 20
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It is very important to remember just how those women 
came to the tomb that first Easter morning. They did not 
wake at dawn singing Alleluias and freeing butterflies. They 
rolled off their mats at first light, grabbed their loads of 
spice and ointment jars, and made their way to the tomb 
with heavy, heavy hearts. We cannot understand Easter’s joy 
without beginning with the grief. I know so far this sounds 
like a real downer of an Easter message, and some of us are 
feeling down anyway, but stay with me and hear the core of 
God’s good news. It’s like a West-Coast spring, unfolding 
very, very slowly.
Marian and Norm Flinton had the great privilege of knowing 
Rev Ed Searcy as their minister in White Rock. Ed names 
our human experience-of-the-soul in three days: First, Good 
Friday’s shock and grief, when we cannot believe the Light 
of the World is being torn from us. On that Friday night, we 
cannot understand how God could abandon us—rather, we 
cannot understand that we are not abandoned. Nor do we 
see that the pain and fear of the world are precisely what put 
Jesus of Nazareth to death.  
Second, Holy Saturday marked 24 hours of pure grief and 
shock. In Jesus’ time, the Sabbath day when no work was 
permitted, so the women disciples could do nothing to care 
for Jesus’ body but wait through the day. All the disciples 
probably sat trying to make sense of what had just happened.
Third comes Easter Sunday, but as the story begins we are 
not there yet. The women walk to the tomb with their large 
jars and heavy hearts. At dawn, they are still living Easter 
Saturday.  Ed points out that most of us live there all the 
time, yearning for Easter joy, but not knowing how to get 
there. And for me, that is our Christian practice. We work on 
getting to joy.
Each of the four gospels tells a different story of how the 
disciples heard and accepted the good news, in varying 
degrees at different times—how very human of them! We 
two thousand years later, want them to hurry up and accept 
the truth: Yes!  He conquered Death! God wins!
But we need to put ourselves in their Easter Saturday depths 
of sorrow, and watch each character slowly realize the truth.  
Then, and only then, from the roots of grief, can they see the 
absolute triumph of Easter. Then, and only then, can they 
come close to understanding and accepting the immensity of 
God’s love that not only walks with us through human life, 
but brings us all through whatever pain to the Joy that gave, 
and gives birth to, the entire Cosmos.
As you know, I stand here beside the grave… have stood 
here in your company well over a year. Here I stand with a 
smile on my face, because of the full, full life I have led even 
in the past 12 months… because of all I know from my very 
winding walk down the road with Jesus as his disciple—
sometimes a Christian disciple, early in my youth a Buddhist 
or yogini who kept company with Christ. A long and very, 
very life-jammed road.  

Here I stand at the edge of the grave, in the sure and certain 
hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. And here I call out in confidence, with as strong 
a voice as I can muster, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia.”
And I know how you all surround me here on this threshold. 
I have said repeatedly that your prayers, and the prayers of 
everyone I know, have acted as a huge cushion of support and 
faith that have borne me through the painful tests, the fear of 
treatment and side-effects, the joyful celebrations through the 
year of our family events and our trips. You have accompanied 
me through it all. Not least has been the joy for me of 
continuing in ministry, leading retreat and leading worship, 
preaching of course! My ministry with you and Cedar has 
drawn together all the threads of my gifts and skills and 
passions into a tapestry of life I never imagined I could enjoy. 
It has been an immense privilege and honour to work and 
live among you.  
This year, I have rejoiced to see you continue in robust 
ways your life as a faith family. You have persevered with 
the plant sale, which still astounds me! (I thought you 
might throw that ball out into Little Town.) Your Sunday 
school is thriving and vibrant: challenges there are due to 
bursting-forth growth, and growing children. You celebrated 
AppleFest and music nights and Advent and work-bee 
days… all the while eating and having fun. This is what is 
means to follow Christ! We do God’s work in his name and 
his company—and Christ’s company always includes food 
and laughter and story-telling and merry music.  
So I see you continuing in strength you are often reluctant 
to admit you have. I know your energies are tiring. I know 
you are anxious that others may not pick up the batons you 
have been carrying for so many years. (They won’t, by the way, 
or at least in the same ways. But the Church will definitely 
carry on. You have seen so many signs of that over the last 
year. Keep reminding yourselves.) Trust the process of the 
Spirit. Let the Holy Spirit carry you—let your decisions be 
made together, because no one person’s idea is better than 
the synergy of many ideas meshed together. Just follow Jesus, 
celebrate the stories of our faith, and let those stories carry 
you forward. What is God up to in the text? What is God up 
to in the world then?  
You need to take on God’s work as your own in community, 
with joy. Just be mindful that you don’t shoulder it all on 
yourselves by shrugging God out of the way! We are not 
alone; we cannot do it alone.And practise, practise, practise. 
Meditation/contemplation, as you know, is my answer to 
everything. So is eating and drinking and giving thanks 
together as a family—warts and quibbles and all. So it was  
in Jesus’ family of followers, so it continues. Ah well:  
we are human.
This is true Easter joy. We stand together at the open grave, 
and know it as the Door to Life—not just beyond death, 
but Life Everlasting. . .   in every moment, every cell, every 
particle of Being on God’s blessed planet.

cont. from page 19
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BRENDA FAWKES
Brenda Fawkes continues in her role as Director of 
Theological Field Education as well as having completed 
the year as Acting Director of United Church Formation 
until Janet Gear’s return in August 2013. She renewed VST’s 
membership and participation at the North American 
Association of Theological Field Education. Through ATFE 
resources she has pursued a study of distributive learning 
approaches and technology. The association is engaged 
in the ongoing work of bridging the church’s  practice of 
ministry with the formative work of the academy. Brenda is 
continuing her support of  students through a staff position 
with the United Church BC Conference managing the 
implementation of a new Candidacy and Admissions process 
for those preparing for ordered ministry in the  
United Church.

HAROLD MUNN
Harold Munn continues in his role as mentor to Anglican 
students preparing for ordination and is one of VST's 
Sustainability Coordinators working with UBC to encourage 
environmentally responsible policies. Harold attended a 
leadership conference this spring in Washington State with 
Vancouver-area and Washington clergy led by leadership 
author and speaker Sharon Daloz Parks. He was pleased 
to have confirmation of the approaches he has taken in his 
course on congregational leadership. Harold has also been 
asked by the local bishop to lead a small congregation in 
Burnaby for six months to support them as they consider 
closure—he is enjoying being back in parish life—which was 
his original motivation for coming to VST to mentor. Harold 
and Claire are in the process of moving to Vancouver—in 
part to be near VST and in part to be near a new grand-child.

PAT DUTcHER-WALLS
Pat has been active recently in working with Hummingbird 
Ministries, a First Nations Healing and Reconciliation 
ministry with the Presbyterian Church, under Director 
Rev. Mary Fontaine, a VST graduate. The Ministries 
have been leading educational and healing workshops 
in preparation for the upcoming visit of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission next September. These 
workshops focus on the arts as ways of communication 
and reconciliation between First Nations people and non-
First Nations people. In that connection Pat has helped 
out by leading mini-workshops on writing as an art form, 
helping participants write oracles in the style of the Book of 
Amos about relevant social justice issues. Pat’s book entitled 
Reading the Historical Books: A Student’s Guide to Engaging the 
Biblical Text, is in process at the publisher, Baker Academic, 
with an anticipated early 2014 publication date. With 
that manuscript as an inspiration, she has been leading a 
number of adult education workshops on reading the Bible 
at local churches, including her home church St. Aidan’s 
Presbyterian, and Christ Church Cathedral. On May 8, Pat 
was the Convocation Speaker at the convocation ceremony 
of knox College, at the University of Toronto, speaking on 
the topic, The Bible Tells Me So’ & Other Ethics for Interpreters.

RIcHARD TOPPING
Richard Topping has been supply preaching most Sundays 
at First Presbyterian, New Westminster; he has also been 
a guest preacher at Ryerson United Church, Kerrisdale, 
the Chinese Presbyterian Church and Christ Church 
Cathedral, Vancouver, this academic year. He's written 
a number of items for publication: one is a review of 
Eschatology, Liturgy, and Christology: Toward Recovering an 
Eschatological Imagination, which will appear in the Anglican 
Theological Review this fall. He also has twice contributed 
to creedalandlovingit (http://creedalandlovingit.wordpress.
com/) —an online blog—on the topic of resurrection of the 
body.  Two commentary pieces, co-authored with Stephen 
Farris, will appear in The Abingdon Theological Companion to 
the Lectionary Year B later this year. Richard is also a co-
author of A Theological Framework for Aboriginal Spirituality 

SALLIE McFAGUE
Sallie McFague continues her tireless schedule of daily 
writing and environmental activism, the most recent results 
of which is the publication of her book in both print and 
electronic form, Blessed are the Consumer: Climate Change and 
the Practice of Restraint  (Fortress Press, 2013).

cont. on page 22
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HARRY MAIER
Harry Maier is giving a paper called Visual Media: Visual 
Culture, Memory and Persuasion in Emergent Christianity at 
the Canadian Society of Biblical Studies in Victoria this 
June. Harry then leaves for Germany to resume his fellowship 
at the Max Weber Centre for Advanced Social and Cultural 
Studies from June 6th to August 25th. While there, he’s giving 
a paper on Christian Individualisation and Imperial Visuality 
in Paul. Harry will also be working on his next book to be 
published in 2015: Colossians and Philemon through the Ages 
for the Blackwell Bible Commentary Series. This is a volume 
dedicated to the history of interpretation these two letters, 
from early Christian commentators to video games. A long 
description with bibliography is available on his website 
(www.harryomaier.com). In June Harry has been invited to 
Modena, Italy to give a paper on Interpreting Visual Culture 
in Biblical Texts at a conference dedicated to hermeneutics 
in Antiquity. In September he’s been invited to give a lecture 
entitled Faith and Empire at Waterloo Lutheran Seminary 
for their Speakers' Series. Later the same month Harry is 
one of three keynote speakers invited to Emory University to 
the Mellon Foundation Sawyer Seminar Program dedicated 
this year to Visual Exegesis: Images as Instruments of Scriptural 
Interpretation and Hermeneutics, where he will give a paper 
entitled Iconography, Imperial Situation, and Paul. In October 
Harry will speak to the kelowna Study Conference of the 
ACC on the topic New Methods of Biblical Interpretation 
and the Advent Lections and then later in the month he’s 
going to northern Manitoba to speak to an Anglican study 
conference dedicated to a study of the Book of Revelation. In 
November Harry will give a paper at the Society of Biblical 
Literature called Ephesians as Thirdspace as well as giving a 
response to papers presented at the Socio-Rhetorical section. 
Harry’s book, Picturing Paul in Empire: Imperial Image, 
Text and Persuasion in Colossians, Ephesians and the Pastoral 
Epistles appears in the UK in early November and in North 
America in December. Harry has been hard at work revising 
publishers' proofs of articles and chapters in books in the 
meantime. Somewhere in there he finds time to sleep.

ROBERT DAUM
Robert Daum taught three VST courses: Gender in 
Religious Literature, an Integrative Seminar in Indigenous 
and Inter-religious Studies (with Paula Sampson), and 
Foundational Traditions in the “Abrahamic” Traditions. 
As well, one of his two UBC PhD students, VST Sessional 
Lecturer Tracy Ames, successfully defended her dissertation 
on the Talmud, earning the first PhD in Religious Studies in 
the history of UBC. Robert was appointed one of 30 Faculty 
Members of UBC’s Green College, a Dialogue Associate 
at Simon Fraser University’s Centre for Dialogue, a 
Reconciliation Ambassador with Reconciliation Canada, and 
a member of a task group in the Office of the President at 
UBC. Robert presented his research on rabbinic hagiography 
(Pablo de Olavide University, Spain), on masculinity 
and religion (University of Alberta), on embodiment, 
mindfulness and contemplation in education (SFU), on 
Talmudic narrative (2013 Congress of the Humanities at 
University of Victoria), and delivered a keynote address 
on rabbinic literature and justice at an international 
conference (University of Toulouse, France and University 
of La Rioja, Spain). Robert presented at three, public, anti-
racism panel presentations or workshops: on Islamophobia 
http://vimeo.com/42723621 (SFU’s Woodward’s Campus), 
on reconciliation with 36 Aboriginal and Jewish elders 
(Reconciliation Canada), and on anti-Semitism (Centre for 
Israel and Jewish Affairs). He also lectured on the Book of 
Job (Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver). Robert attended 
an international symposium on religious diversity in China, 
India, and Canada (UVic), an EmbraceBC Community 
Engagement Symposium (Promoting Multiculturalism and 
Eliminating Racism in BC), and a UBC campus workshop 
on wellbeing and human sustainability. He also completed 
a training workshop, A Supervision of Solidarity: Creating a 
Culture of Critique and Structuring Safety, at the Adler School 
of Professional Psychology.

PAULA SAMPSON
Paula Sampson has been on sabbatical from VST since 
January 2013. Her sabbatical research project is called 
Talking to each other: the interface between orality and literacy 
in Indigenous theological education. Building on the work of 
Indigenous scholars themselves, this project will investigate 
some of the protocols Indigenous communities use to permit 
and verify the use of their own traditional knowledge.  

WENDY FLETcHER
Upon return from sabbatical, Wendy plunged with 
enthusiasm into the role of full time teaching once again. 
As well, she began work on the Faculty Development 
Committee of the ATS and continues in her role as Chair of 
the Board of the Fund for Theological Education. Wendy’s 
work on sabbatical resulted in the following publications: 
There for the Burials; There for the Births: Women in Leadership 
in the Anglican Communion, in Anglican Women on Church and 
Mission, Canterbury Studies in Anglicanism (Kwok Pui Lan 
ed. London: Church Publishing, 2013), Christianity, in World 

cont. from page 21 Religions 4th Edition (Amir Hussain ed. Oxford University 
Press, 2013), Dietrich Bonhoeffer: A Post Colonial Missiology 
for the Canadian Case in Touchstones, V.31, February, 2013 
Number 1. In March, Wendy was delighted to share her 
thinking on Bonhoeffer and post-colonial missiology 
through the John Albert Hall Lectures in Religion, sponsored 
by the Centre for the Study of Religion and Society of the 
University of Victoria.
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HANS KOUWENBERG
Hans Kouwenberg is the Co-Editor, with 
Ron Dart, David Giesbrecht, and Christoph 
Reiners, of an upcoming publication about 
the work and witness of the Christian church 
in Abbotsford Being the Church in Abbotsford: 
1993-2013, Reflective Essays (Abbotsford: 
Mill Lake Press, 2013), and author of two 
essays: Inter-Church Cooperation: Christian 
Leaders’ Meeting & Working Together in 
Abbotsford and Spiritual Care at the MSA 
General and Abbotsford Regional Hospitals. 
Hans is also writing a review for the 
Presbyterian Record of Alister McGrath’s 
two recent books, C. S. Lewis: A Life (Carol 
Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2013) 
and The Intellectual World of C S Lewis (NJ: 
Wiley and Blackwell, 2013).

cont. from page 22

STEPHEN FARRIS
Stephen Farris has had a busy year as both 
Acting Principal of VST and Dean of St. 
Andrew’s Hall. He has nevertheless preached 
a number of times both within the school 
and in the wider church and has engaged in 
several small writing tasks. He completed 
three sections of the Homiletical Perspective 
for the lectionary resource Feasting on the 
Word. These are: Luke 10:17-2, Luke 10:25-
37 and Luke 10: 38-42. He has also written 
an article, A Remarkable Thing to Consider: 
On Preaching and another, God’s Visible 
Words: On the Sacraments,  both for upcoming 
editions of The Record, the magazine of the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. Five of the 
six entries he wrote with Richard Topping for 
The New Interpreter’s Theological Companion 
to the Lectionary Preaching Year B. (ed. Paul 
Scott Wilson, Nashville: Abingdon, 2013) 
have now appeared in print. Readers may also 
be interested to know that the Centre, the 
new building at St. Andrew’s Hall which is 
regularly used for VST related activities, has 
now been completed and dedicated.

VANCOUVER 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

Join the fun and learning  
this summer at VST! 

VANCOUVER SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY  
SUMMER SCHOOL 2013: JULY 1—12, 2013

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION VISIT

WWW.VST.EDU

JULY 1–5
On Soil and Salvation: Reconciliation and the Land 

with Dr. Norman Wirzba

Rumi: The Prophet of Love 
 with Dr. Hossein Houshmand 

Preaching in the Age of the Spirit 
with Dr. Jana Childers

Biblical Prophecy and Perspectives  
for Contemporary Ministry 

with Dr. Ellen F. Davis

Reconciling Worship 
with Dr. Irma Fast Dueck 

JULY 5–7 WEEkEND RETREAT
Spiritual Retreat:  

Discovering Ignatian Spirituality 
with Fr. Elton Fernandes

JULY 8–12
Gender Injustice & Reconciliation:  

Theological Explorations 
with Dr. Sharon G. Thornton and Dr. Fumitaka Matsuoka

Reconciliation: Becoming a New Creation:  
Orthodox Perspectives on a Human Longing 

with David Goa

Thomas Merton and Henri Nouwen: 
 Architects of Spiritual Wisdom 

with Dr. Michael Higgins

What’s Intercultural got to do with Ministry? 
with Dr. HyeRan Kim-Cragg

For Fun and Prophet 
with Dr. Patricia Dutcher-Walls

Ways of Reconciliation in Buddhist Teachings 
with Dr. Heesoon Bai

Courses available for audit, Certificate credit and academic credit. 
For more information and registration see 

www.vst.edu 
VST’s Summer School 2013 focuses on reconciliation to  

highlight this Christian calling as we prepare for the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission coming to Vancouver in Fall 2013.

The goal is to provide some guidelines and insights to assist 
non-Indigenous scholars who engage with Indigenous 
colleagues as co-learners, teachers and evaluators. A specific 
target group would be faculties working with Indigenous 
Christians in the area of theological education. In March, 
Paula also taught the Sacraments course for the Native 
Ministries Program extension students in Navajoland in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. In late April she travelled to 
Honolulu where she met with the four new Hawaiian 
students in the Native Ministries Program. Paula will also 
be preaching at St. David and St. Paul Anglican Church 
in Powell River on June 23 in an observance of National 
Aboriginal Day. 
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As many of our readers know, VST usually holds two Open 
Houses during the academic year so that folks who may 
be interested in pursuing a course of study here can have 
an opportunity to gather information from our Registrar’s 
office, take a look at our facilities, sit in on a class, have the 
chance to share in our Community Worship and share a meal 
with us. We will continue this practice in the future, but we 
also wanted to let you know that if your schedule precludes 
you from attending one of these Open Houses, you are 
always welcome to contact us to line up your visit according 
to your available time. We will make every attempt to try 
and accommodate YOUR schedule rather than ask you to 
accommodate ours! 

Virtual Open 
House—spring 2014

Can’t spare the time or the distance for 
a site visit? Stay tuned as we will be 

conducting a virtual Open House using 
online technology. All you need is a 

camera and speaker on your computer 
and you’re set to join us.

Faculty Speaker 
Day—date TBa  

Sound-byte lectures from our Faculty on

their area of interest, expertise and passion. 

And sometimes, all three! This year we will 

hold our Faculty Speaker Day off campus.  

Fall Open House
Thursday, Nov. 7th, 2013 

8:30 am–3 pm

 Visit us in the flesh!
Coffee and muffins to start your day

Morning prayer
Sit in on a class

Tour the facilities
Community Worship & Principal’s Luncheon 

Have all your questions answered 
by our knowledgable staff

To find out more about studying at VST, look for these opportunities in the coming months by visiting our website at

WWW.VST.EDU
possibilities@vst.edu • 604-822-9427  

Vancouver School of Theology, 6000 Iona Drive, Vancouver, BC, V6T 1L4

Perhaps you know of someone that you think would be 
ideally suited to a vocation in the church, or is seeking to 
expand their own academic and spiritual horizons through 
an intense and satisfying course of study? If so, we encourage 
you to encourage others to consider VST for their graduate 
studies. To make it easier, we have included a tear out section 
on the opposite page for you or your friend to send us a 
Request for Information. This can also be done virtually, by 
simply visiting our website at www.vst.edu and clicking on 
the ‘Request for Information’ button on the left-hand side 
bar of our homepage. 
At VST we are driven to make the process of discernment 
and the gathering of information about attending VST 
as easy as possible for you. So please call us, email us, visit 
our website, send us a snail mail! —whichever method you 
choose to contact us is always the right one, and our house is 
always open...
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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
For a complete list of degree programs available at VST, please visit our website at 

WWW.VST.EDU 
and click on the Prospective Students tab on the menu bar

You can also request information online at www.vst.edu/main/prospective-students/request-info

 
NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBER:

FAITH AFFILIATION:

PREVIOUS EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE:

SCHOOL:

GRADUATION DATE:

I AM INTERESTED IN RECEIVING INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS:

OTHER REQUESTS: 

Please fill out this form and mail to: Attention: Communications, Marketing and Recruitment, 
Vancouver School of Theology, 6000 Iona Drive, Vancouver, BC, V6T 1L4

We looK forWard to hearing from you!
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The Rev. Dr. Lloyd & Dr. Jan Abrams
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Mr. Michael & Mrs. Barbara Ashby
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The Rev. Juanita L. Austin
Auxiliary to Vancouver School of Theology
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Mrs. Sally Baker
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The Rev. John & Mrs. Barbara Barton
The Rev. Hugh & Mrs. Celestina Bayne
The Rev. Diane Beach
Mr. Andy Beers & Ms. Christina Talbot
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 St. Mary the Virgin-Vancouver
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The Rev. Canon Gwen W. Bright
Miss C. Margaret Briscall
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Ms. Kathleen Brodie
Mr. Kenneth Brookfield
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VST would not exist, nor would its student body benefit 
from a world-class eductional experience, were it not for the 
generosity of our supporters. We thank God for each and 
every one of you! Both our 2012 appeals brought in significant 
donations with the Spring Appeal raising over $50,000.00 and 
the Autumn Appeal coming in at over $30,000.00. The Spring 
2013 Appeal has been launched with some very significant 
gifts already received by VST. 

During the 2012-2013 Fiscal year VST received three 
significant bequests as well as the remainder of the Bishop 
David Somerville bequest. Thanks are extended to the estates 
of Mr. Elwyn Gregg, the Reverend William D. Archer and Ms. 
M. Jean MacDonald.
As well, a significant Legacy gift came in from the Garden 
City United Church in Victoria which disbanded last summer 
and which was put towards bursaries for VST students. And 
finally, a significant gift from donor Ted Thomson was recieved 
to support the aid of our West Papua students. 
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The Rev. Donald & Mrs. Carleen Gordon
Ms. Norma Gordon
Miss Hilda Gregory, OBC
Mr. Alan & Mrs. Jean Gregson
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The Rev. Arthur J. Griffin
Mrs. Evelyn Grimston
Mr. Conrad & Mrs. Anthea Guelke
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The Rev. Ross Lockhart
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The Rev. John S. Lougheed
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Ms. Helen McDonald
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The Rev. William & Mrs. Mary Pike
Mrs. Susan Margaret Plumridge cont. on page 28
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Mrs. Anne Popple
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The Rev. Larry William Scott
Mrs. Dorothy H. Shaver
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cont. from page 27
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MONTHLY GIVING: As a monthly donor you 
will make a difference every day! Monthly giving is an 
easy and affordable way to spread your contribution 
throughout the year. it’s easy to make donations directly 
by credit card or by withdrawal from your bank account.
SECURITIES OR STOCK: Donate publicly traded 
securities (stocks, bonds or mutual funds) and pay no 
capital gains on the appreciated value of your investment.
RETIREMENT FUNDS: One of the simplest ways 
to leave a legacy is to name a charity as a beneficiary 
of your RRSP or RRIF. At the end of your lifetime, 
VST will receive all or a portion of the RRSP or RRIF 
proceeds, and a donation receipt will reduce your estate 
income taxes.
A GIFT IN MEMORY: Pay tribute to someone special 
by making a donation in their honour.

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY: Allows you to 
make a gift today while assuring you a fixed income for 
the rest of your life.
CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUST: A life 
income gift that enables you to give today (with 
immediate tax savings), while retaining use of the asset.
PROPERTY: Make a gift through a transfer of 
residential, commerical or undeveloped real estate or a 
gift of jewellery or art.
BEQUESTS: A charitable bequest is a gift left in your 
estate which results in not only a legacy for you but also 
a tax savings for your estate.
GIFTS OF CASH:  All donations are most gratefully 
received, and your one-time gift in the form of a cheque 
will be put to good use!
DONATE TODAY BY: 
Phone: 604-822-6315 
Mail:  External Relations Associate
 6000 Iona Drive
 Vancouver, BC, V6T 1L4
Online: www.vst.edu

Your donations support a world-class theological 
education that combines academic excellence with 
compassion and grace. There are many ways you can help 
to support the important work that we do at Vancouver 
School of Theology.
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MENTORLINK was Iona Pacific’s primary 
2012-2013 student leadership program. It was 
a pilot program funded by EmbraceBC, the 
Province of BC, and the Government of Canada. 
MentorLink was an innovative, three-month, 
career mentorship program that brought together 
students from the UBC campus who were inter-
religiously, inter-culturally, and academically 
diverse. Participants in the program included 
graduate and undergraduate students from the 
faculties of arts, business, science, commerce, 
and education. The students came together to 
increase their knowledge in conflict resolution, 
the environment, and the arts. MentorLink 
gave students experience, skills, and contacts in: 
diversity, leadership, career networking, inter-
cultural communication, and multi-disciplinary 
project management.
For more information about this year’s mentors 
or to be sent updates about MentorLink for 
the 2013/2014 year, please send an e-mail to 
Aliya Hirji, Iona Pacific Student Leadership 
Coordinator and Program Analyst, at  
aliyahirji@ionapacific.ca
Mentors from various religious and cultural 
backgrounds brought a rich array of skills, 
experiences, and diverse backgrounds to 
participating students in the conflict resolution, 
environment, and arts cohorts. A mentor for 
the Conflict Resolution cohort was Palbinder 
Shergill, a distinguished lawyer and mediator. 
Appointed Queen’s Counsel, she serves as 

cont. on next page
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General Legal Counsel for the World 
Sikh Organization. Her work towards the 
advancement of human rights law in Canada 
has resulted in her appearing as counsel in 
landmark human rights cases before the 
Supreme Court of Canada. The other Conflict 
Resolution cohort mentor was Michael 
Fogel, a Chartered Mediator with 25 years 
of mediation experience. He practised law in 
Southern California for 16 years and served 
as a California municipal and superior court 
judge. He works with community groups 
and leaders, law firms, federally appointed 
judges in Canada (through the NJI), the U.S., 
New Zealand and other countries, as well as 
health care professionals, public and private 
sector management groups and union groups, 
aboriginal leaders and organisations. 
The Conflict Resolution Cohort discussed how identity 
is shaped by gender, religion, culture, nationality, and 
other factors. The group talked about the opportunity for 
lawyers to address important social justice issues such as 
gender discrimination, and that law can be abused and 
misused, but it also can be a tool for establishing rights and 
responsibilities. The group learned that a conversation is 
where both parties agree to be influenced by each other —
where they open their heart and mind to each other.  
The students in the Conflict Resolution Cohort enjoyed 
watching the dialogue between the two mentors and took 
down many notes from the discussion.
The Environment Cohort had the largest number of 
mentors, who guided the students in reflecting on the impact 
of the environment on society’s well-being. We are thankful 
to Gail Mainster, an Iona Pacific volunteer involved with 
our programs in the past, for inviting two of her colleagues 
from the David Suzuki Foundation to join her in mentoring 
this cohort. Gail is a Communications Specialist at the 
Foundation. She works as a writer and editor on a variety 
of projects—mostly for donors and the general public—
including blogs, columns, direct mail and collaterals, audio 
and video scripts and grant reports. A lifelong student, she 
still carries a UBC student card (and takes classes!) and 
describes her job as “vulgarizer”—someone who tries to make 
arcane jargon more palatable. Nina Winham is the Manager 
of Public Engagement at the David Suzuki Foundation and 
the Principal of New Climate Strategies.  She is an ABC 
award-winning communicator who has focused her work 
on sustainability in all its forms—social justice, resilient 
communities, a healthy environment, and transformative 
approaches to doing business. Lisa Rockwell is the Spatial 
Ecologist at the Foundation. She uses an eclectic mix of skills 
from the fields of ecology, GIS, remote sensing, database 

design, and computer programming to help understand and 
communicate what is happening in the world around us.  
Her main focus is species at risk.  
The program also included mentors outside of the David 
Suzuki Foundation. Nigel Haggan PhD has worked with 
natural and social scientists, humanists, theologians and 
Indigenous scholars to increase collective understanding 
of the marine environment as it was in the past, as it is 
today, and what it might become. Paul kariya is Executive 
Director of Clean Energy BC. Kariya has worked in the 
public sector both federally and provincially. He was CEO 
of the provincial crown corporation, Fisheries Renewal 
BC and Executive Director of the BC Treaty Commission. 
Peggy Harowitz has developed and coordinated a variety of 
community engagement and capacity building projects in 
areas such as sustainable transportation, health promotion, 
waste reduction, and team building.
In the Environment Cohort, mentors discussed the sexism 
that they faced and also the anti-Semitism that one of the 
mentors faced at the beginning of her career. Their lessons 
to students included that there should be a web of life where 
people from different knowledge bases come together to 
discuss challenges and solutions. The group reflected on 
how we, as a society, are better at managing progress than at 
sustaining our interconnectedness. They discussed that there 
is an oversimplified dichotomy between science and religion, 
and that conversations about issues of critical concern to 
societies need to be as interdisciplinary and comprehensive 
as possible. Mentors expressed the importance of Indigenous 
and non-indigenous Canadians conversing together about 
how we human beings manage the environment.

cont. on page 32

Students participating in mentorlink’s arts Cohort
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The Arts Cohort consisted of mentors such as A.S. Dhillon, 
a multi-disciplinary artist, who is primarily known for his 
public text installations, painting and sculpture. He appeared 
on CBC Radio One’s On the Coast program to discuss his 
ongoing public installations, produced in Vancouver, London, 
Berlin and Munich. Suzanne Northcott, another mentor, 
is an interdisciplinary artist working with installation, 
video, painting, drawing and fashion. Her interest in “the 
space between” also manifests in her continuing history of 
collaborative work with poets, scientists and artists in other 
genres. Another mentor was Thomas Roach, a Vancouver 
based textile artist, whose work is about sacred space and 
spiritual context. Through the use of dyeing, printing and 
stitching he seeks to engage in a conversation about the 
relationships between individuals and communities, between 
the material and the sacred. His work has been exhibited 
both in Vancouver and nationally at The Textile Museum of 
Canada and Museum London. Thomas has also worked as 
an arts administrator for The Grand Theatre, Kingston and 
for 12 seasons at Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival in 
Vancouver.  The students enjoyed hearing about a variety of 
experiences from the artists and asking their advice on their 

project. The Arts Cohort will be completing their project over 
the summer, when they will be able to engage with students 
from various countries who will be taking summer courses.
Students in each cohort were able to ask the mentors 
many questions in their small group setting. Through their 
discussions with mentors and conducting interviews with 
students from around the world while attending cultural 
events on campus, the Environment Cohort presented on 
the role of food in cultural and religious traditions around 

the world as a way of enriching their exploration of the 
importance of environmental sustainability. The students 
also presented information on food from each other’s 
cultural traditions. The Conflict Resolution Cohort created 
a questionnaire that was sent to a small sample of students 
to ask them about their knowledge about Indigenous 
communities in BC. With the support of the UBC Centre 
for Teaching, Learning, and Technology, as well as the 
First Nations House of Learning, the students learned the 
importance of seeking the counsel of Indigenous elders 
about Indigenous issues, rather than making uninformed 
assumptions. Participants in the cohort’s survey received 
information about resources relating to First Nations 
programs and services on campus.
At the wrap-up event where all student participants, mentors, 
and MentorLink program team members were invited to 
have a sit-down dinner overlooking the beautiful view from 
VST, student cohorts shared their findings and discussed 
their experiences in MentorLink. Participants provided 
helpful feedback about the program’s pilot year, on the 
basis of which we look forward to organizing and building 
MentorLink for the 2013/2014 academic year. We would 
like to express our deep appreciation to all the mentors who 
generously offered their time and wisdom. As well, we would 
like to thank the students who participated in this pilot 
project and gave valuable feedback to improve the program 
for next year. Participating students’ comments included:
“(I learned about the importance of ) being more open  
minded about the ways that different people express their  
cultures & religions...”
 “Interactions with mentors are useful, it not only opened my own 
mind toward inter-cultural diversity, but also provided ideas for 
my project.”
“The program provided me with a place to share my interest with 
fellow students and experts.”
“Introduced me to new schools of thought; of religion, indigenous 
issues, history, and spirituality”
“I think the program was helpful for building bridges from VST 
to students on campus. I have a greater understanding of what 
VST does, which is something I gained from the program.”

The group reflected on how we, as 
a society, are better at managing 

progress than at sustaining our 
interconnectedness. They discussed 

that there is an oversimplified 
dichotomy between science and 

religion, and that conversations about 
issues of critical concern to societies 
need to be as interdisciplinary and 

comprehensive as possible.

roman CatholiC SCholar leCtureS 
about pope’S eleCtion
On April 18 Dr. Shawn Flynn, Asst. Professor of Theology 
and Religious Studies at St. Mark’s College on the 
UBC Campus, made a fascinating presentation on "The 
significance of the election of Pope Francis for Roman 
Catholics." The presentation was at a meeting of the Jewish 
—Christian Dialogue, which is co-sponsored by Vancouver 
School of Theology and the Centre for Israel and Jewish 
Affairs (currently filling the co-sponsorship role formerly 
held by Canadian Jewish Congress).
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promoting multiCulturaliSm, 
eliminating raCiSm in bC
Iona Pacific Director, Rabbi Dr. Robert Daum, Student 
Leadership Coordinator & Program Analyst, Aliya Hirji, 
and IP’s VST Student Assistant Elyse Brazel attended an 
EmbraceBC Symposium aimed at “embracing difference and 
engaging community” from October 11-12, 2012 in Burnaby. 
The Symposium for grant recipients like Iona Pacific from 
across BC included keynote speakers, panels, and workshops 
featuring presenters and presentations from communities all 
over the province. Highlights included leading-edge research 
related to social integration and anti-racism strategies, 
engaging diversity through new media, and innovative 
community bridging initiatives.

the governanCe of  
religiouS diverSity in China,  
india and Canada: an  
international SympoSium
Professor Daum and Aliya Hirji were invited to attend an 
international symposium at the University of Victoria in 
November 2012. It was co-sponsored by UVic’s Centre for 
the Study of Religion and Society and the Centre for Asia-
Pacific Initiatives. The symposium brought together legal, 
political and religious studies experts from China, India and 
Canada to engage in an in-depth discussion and comparison 
of state-religion dynamics in three radically different contexts. 
Presenters addressed how issues of “religious freedom,” 
“religious identity” and “religious accommodation” are framed 
within the Chinese, Indian and Canadian states, different 
approaches to religious diversity, and the different social 
and legal contexts. Attendees were treated to a meal at the 
Victoria Hindu Temple (a decommissioned church that was 
transformed into a Hindu temple), along with presentations 
about Hindu beliefs and practices.

Aliya Hirji was invited to be a speaker for the Ismaili Muslim 
community’s Al-Azhar religious education class for grade 
11 and 12 students. The Al-Azhar team thought that Aliya 
could discuss her inter-religious experiences as a Muslim 
working at VST. The objectives of the Faith and Social 
Change class were to identify important similarities within 
the Abrahamic traditions, to examine the diverse social 
contexts of Islam in order to facilitate understanding of the 
contemporary world, and to demonstrate the importance of 
pluralism as a core principle informing one’s communications 
and interactions with people from diverse communities. 
Students learned about common and different approaches 
between religious traditions, including guidance, stories, 
calendars, holidays, and architecture. 

inSpirit foundation gatherS young Canadian  
leaderS aCroSS faithS for montreal event

Aliya Hirji, IP Student Leadership Coordinator and Program Analyst, was invited to participate in a national 
conference in Montreal May 24—26 for young leaders from university campuses across Canada. She participated 
in an intimate learning event with Inspirit staff and other young leaders where they were asked to “explore how 
we can work with the various faith-based, spiritual, and secular communities on university campuses towards 
building a more equitable and pluralist society.” The Foundation invited young leaders who work directly with 
students on university campuses and have experience in building relationships between different faith-based, 
spiritual, and secular groups on campus in a way that creates positive social change. The participants reflected on 
their work, shared their experiences and insights with other leaders, thought about how to apply to their local 
contexts what they learned, and informed the future programming of the Toronto-based Foundation.

aliya hirji teaCheS about  
faith and SoCial Change
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On March 20, 2013, Iona Pacific hosted a program on Islam and Music. A beautiful array of photographs of this performance 
can be found on Iona Pacific’s Facebook page. This event was part of an ongoing Iona Pacific program stream, which presents 
the VST community with aspects of Muslim and Jewish cultures in a special event once each semester. The session was an 
experience of the role of music as an expression of spirituality in Islam. The session included a stunning Whirling (Sema) 
Ceremony, along with explanations by renowned teacher Raqib Brian Burke, Director and student of the Open Secret School 
of Whirling, along with his wife, Linda. The session also included Zulfikar Nathoo and Faizal Jiwa from “Suite 301”, a 

spiritual music ensemble, who performed 
beautiful examples of music in Islam, 
including the azan (Islamic call to prayer). 
Participants had the opportunity to 
participate in the Sema Ceremony led by 
Raqib Brian Burke, as well as a four-part 
multifaith harmony led by “Suite 301”. 
The Sema Ceremony was a meditative 
experience that took participants on a 
deeply moving and informative journey 
into Sufism. Participants commented 
that they had enjoyed the experience of 
meditating on God’s name in a different 
language (Arabic), and that they had 
enjoyed learning about Islam through a 
variety of musical pieces. The large crowd 
in attendance were mesmerized by the 
palpable devotion in Zulfikar and Faizal’s 
voices, and the participants enjoyed the 
way that the four-part harmony balanced 
the distinctiveness of four different 
spiritual traditions—Islam, Judaism, 
Christianity, and Buddhism—while 
enabling everyone to harmonize together.

hebreW poetry leCtureS
Dr. Daum was invited to present lectures in two churches this year. At St. 
Mary’s-Kerrisdale he gave a lecture on “Hebrew Poetry: From the Bible to 
the Present Day” in a Lenten Series on poetry in Christianity, Judaism, and 
Islam. At Christ Church Cathedral, where Dr. Daum is Visiting Rabbinic 

Scholar-in-Residence, he gave a lecture on “The Book of Job,” which largely 
consists of poetry, in a series on Wisdom Literature in the Bible.

Raqib Brian Burke leads the Sema Ceremony during Iona Pacific’s recent program on Islam and Music

bridging the SeCular divide: religion and Canadian publiC diSCourSe:  
mCgill univerSity, montreal

Iona Pacific Director, Dr. Robert Daum, and Student Leadership Coordinator and Program Analyst, Aliya 
Hirji, travelled to McGill University in Montreal to attend a two-day, national conference where they explored 
the role of religion in Canada’s public discourse. Conference attendees and sessions encompassed the domains 
of the academy, government and politics, media, the arts, and youth cultures. The conference, hosted by 
McGill’s Faculty of Religious Studies, probed challenging questions, such as the complexities of weighing and 
adjudicating between religious community voices in national conversations about public policy. Dr. Andrew 
Bennett, Ambassador to the Office of Religious Freedom, was a keynote speaker at the conference, speaking 
on religious freedom and Canadian foreign policy. Other topics included the environment, poverty and 
economic development, and citizen engagement.
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iona paCifiC 
CourSeS in 2012-2013
During the academic term Dr. Daum 
taught courses on gender in religious 
literature; an integrative seminar in 
indigenous and inter-religious studies 
(with Dr. Paula Sampson); and a course 
on foundational (“originary”) traditions 
in Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. For 
the latter course, guest lectures were 
provided by Dr. Harry Maier on Christian 
exegetical approaches, by Dr. Shawn Flynn 
(St. Mark’s College) on Roman Catholic 
approaches to scriptural interpretation, 
and by Iona Pacific Research Associate 
(and SFU Postdoctoral Fellow) Dr. 
Hossein Houshmand. Dr. Houshmand’s 
two lectures were on theology, philosophy, 
mysticism, and jurisprudence in Islam. 
This summer Iona Pacific Visiting 
Scholars will include Dr. Heesoon Bai, 
Professor of Education at SFU (“Ways of 
Reconciliation in Buddhist Teachings”, 
July 8-12) and Dr. Hossein Houshmand 
(“Rumi: The Prophet of Love,” July 1-5), 
who also will deliver a public lecture on 
July 4. For details including how to register 
for these summer courses, see www.vst.edu. 

In November 2011 at the invitation of the VST Faculty, Dr. Harry Maier 
and Dr. Robert Daum planned a commemoration of Kristallnacht, “Night of 
Broken Glass,” the series of pogroms in Germany and Austria in November 
9-10, 1938 when hundreds of synagogues, Jewish schools and homes, and 
businesses owned by Jewish families were set on fire. Firefighters were under 
orders to let them burn. About 200 synagogues, including almost every 
synagogue in Germany, whose Jewish community had its origins in Roman 
times, were totally destroyed. In addition to many deaths, grievous injuries, and 
deportations to concentration camps, the Jewish community was fined for the 
damages to their own communal and individual property. In November 2012, 
at the request of the VST Faculty, Dr. Daum planned a second Kristallnacht 
Commemoration, this time without the direct participation of Dr. Maier, 
who was on sabbatical at the time. As was the case in 2011, likewise in 2012 
the Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre provided valuable assistance 
by locating a child survivor of the Holocaust to share her story. This year 
the speaker was Lillian Borak Nemetz, now an award-winning author of 
children’s literature and a creative writing instructor at UBC, who survived the 
Holocaust as a child in Poland. The event, which was held in VST’s Chapel 
of the Epiphany, was enriched by a sensitive and stunning solo performance 
by soprano Paula Rosen, who accompanied herself on piano; a moving 
flute solo by VST student Maryann Amor; and the kindling of a memorial 
candle by Rabbi Philip Bregman, President of the Rabbinical Association of 
Vancouver. Like the “Islam and Music” program (see the story in this issue of 
the IP Compass), this program was part of IP’s contribution to the Faculty’s 
“Commons Hour” Initiative.

On November 7 at 12:00 noon VST and Iona Pacific Inter-religious 
Centre will remember the “Night of the Broken Glass.” During the 
night of November 9–10, 1938, most of Germany’s and Austria’s 

synagogues were attacked. Many had stood for centuries. 
267 synagogues were destroyed by fires set deliberately.  

Over 7,000 Jewish-owned storefronts were smashed.  
Please join us as we bear witness to these events.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH, 12-1 PM
Chapel of the Epiphany, Vancouver School of Theology

6030 Chancellor Blvd on the UBC campus
www.ionapacific.ca

www.vst.edu
With grateful acknowledgement for the assistance of the Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre

Prof. Robert Daum will offer a course on the Book of Genesis (Narrative, 
Interpretation, and Cultural Phenomenon) in the fall term on Tuesday mornings, 
from 9 am – 11:50 am. For registration information, including  
auditing options, see www.vst.edu.

vSt faCulty hoStS itS SeCond Commemoration of KriStallnaCht

Ceremonial candle, along with a shard of pottery  
from a temple that was destroyed during Kristallnacht
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In addition to our MentorLink research inquiry 
about the efficacy for individual and social 
integration of intercultural, multifaith, and 
interdisciplinary frameworks for university student 
mentoring, leadership, and civic engagement, Iona 
Pacific is a nexus for a range of research initiatives. 
These include degree and certificate program 
courses and lectures for VST students, auditors, 
and visitors. As well, VST hosts select Research 
Associates, who hold PhD or ThM degrees, and 
Research Affiliates, who are PhD Candidates or the 

ubC’S green College appointS profeSSor daum aS faCulty member
Green College is a centre for interdisciplinary scholarship and a community of scholars at UBC. One of only 
three graduate residential colleges in Canada, Green College consists of a residential community of 92 graduate 
students, postdoctoral researchers, visiting scholars and professors, and non-residential affiliated faculty and academic 
programming. Led by distinguished scholar Principal Mark Vessey, Green College has formal ties with UBC, with 
the University of Toronto, and with Green College, Oxford. This year Professor Robert Daum was appointed to an 
initial, two-year term as one of 30 Green College Faculty Members, joining VST’s Professor Harry Maier, who has 
been a Green College Faculty Member for a number of years. Green College and VST have collaborated on various 
initiatives over the years.

equivalent. This year our Research Associates were  
Hossein Houshmand, PhD, a philosopher of religion, and 
Mark Stein, PhD, a linguist and specialist in multifaith 
pastoral care. Shiva Olyaei, PhD. Cand. in law and gender 
studies, was appointed a Research Affiliate. Under the Centre 
for Christian Leadership, VST’s fourth Research Affiliate was 
Ashley Moyse, PhD Cand. in bioethics and moral theology, 
who, along with Dr. Houshmand, provided valuable input 
in our planning for a future program. Dr. Houshmand and 
Dr. Stein also presented aspects of their research in a VST 
integrated studies seminar, and both scholars also provided 
support at our concluding MentorLink program.

phd mileStone linKS vSt and ubC
This spring Tracy Ames, 
a Sessional Instructor in 
Biblical Hebrew at VST, was 
awarded a PhD in Religious 
Studies at the University of 
British Columbia. Although a 
number of dissertations have 
been completed in various 
Departments and Programs at 
UBC over the years on topics related to the study 
of religion, Dr. Ames’s was the first PhD awarded 
in Religious Studies, within the Department of 
Classical, Near Eastern, and Religious Studies 
(CNERS), in the history of UBC. Her research 
supervisor was VST’s Professor Robert Daum, who 
began supervising Dr. Ames’s doctoral studies in 
2007 while holding the Diamond Chair in Jewish 
Law and Ethics at UBC, and who was appointed 
as Honorary Associate Professor in UBC’s CNERS 
Department after he accepted an appointment to 
join VST as an Associate Professor of Rabbinic 
Literature and Jewish Thought and Iona Pacific’s 
Founding Director. Dr. Ames’s doctoral thesis 
is entitled “Compositional Complexity in the 
Palestinian Talmud Aggadah, Tractate Berakhot.” 
Her supervisory committee included UBC’s 
Dr. Daphna Arbel and Dr. Richard Menkis. 
Dr. Daum also served as a University Examiner 
for a PhD dissertation on Heidegger in UBC’s 
Interdisciplinary Graduate Studies Program.

In the past year Iona Pacific 

was awarded its seventh 

consecutive grant as a sole-

applicant. Since the Centre’s 

official inauguration in 2010, 

Iona Pacific has won four 

government grants from 

two different programs 

(with Provincial and Federal 

funding) and three grants 

from private foundations, one 

Canadian and one American.
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iona paCifiC deSignated  
benefiCiary in large eState
An anonymous benefactor has informed VST 
that he has designated VST as the future ben-
eficiary for half of his estate, for the particular 
benefit of the Iona Pacific Inter-religious Centre. 
He has indicated that the gift will be in seven 
figures. His hope is that his interest in and 
support for the work of the Centre will inspire 
others to support the Centre’s work within their 
means, to whatever extent they are able to do so.

www.facebook.com/pages/ 
Iona-Pacific-Inter-religious-Centre Iona Pacific@ionapacific

IP Director Prof. Robert Daum was actively involved in 
three anti-racism programs in the past year. In late May of 
2012, Iona Pacific cosponsored a public forum, “Islamophobia 
and Interfaith: Challenges and Opportunities,” featuring 
media analyst Daniel Tutt. The event was held at SFU’s 
Woodward’s Campus, where it was hosted by the VanCity 
Office of Community Engagement. Other panel members 
joining Dr. Daum were IP Community Advisory Councillor, 
poet, and former BC Government official Meharoona Ghani, 
distinguished barrister and public intellectual Ali Lakhani, 
and Seemi Ghazi, UBC Lecturer in Arabic. The panel was 
moderated by VST Chancellor, Dean Peter Elliott of 
Christ Church Cathedral. 
On March 9 – 10, 2013, Dr. Daum co-facilitated an 
Aboriginal—Jewish Reconciliation Workshop, under the 
auspices of the organization launched by Chief Robert 
Joseph: Reconciliation Canada. Co-facilitating the Workshop 

with Dr. Daum were Joyce Galuska (Haida Gwaii), UBC 
Professor and former First Nations House of Learning 
Director, Dr. Richard Vedan, and Shelley Rivkin, Associate 
Director of Jewish Community Federation of Greater 
Vancouver. The two-day workshop was held at UBC’s Hillel 
House (the Diamond Foundation Centre for Jewish Campus 
Life) and was attended by 36 elders from the Aboriginal and 
Jewish communities. 
In May Dr. Daum moderated the opening plenary session 
and a breakout session on the subject of anti-Semitism 
at the first Western Regional Policy Conference of the 
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA). Fellow panelists 
included Dr. Catherine Chatterley, Founding Director of 
the Canadian Institute for the Study of Antisemitism in 
Winnipeg, VST Professor Harry Maier, IP Community 
Advisory Councilor and Vice-President of the Daniel 
Pearl Foundation, Tamara Pearl, and Shimon Fogel, CEO 
of CIJA. The conference was held at the Segal School of 
Business at SFU. The conference included sessions on 
housing policy challenges for marginalized populations 
in Canada, the Middle East peace process, the Rwandan 
Genocide, and a presentation by Chief Robert Joseph on 
reconciliation in Canada.

iSlamophobia, reSidential SChoolS, and antiSemitiSm

Sfu’S Centre for 
dialogue appointS 
dr. daum aS  
dialogue aSSoCiate
Simon Fraser University’s Centre 
for Dialogue uses dialogue 
to generate non-partisan and 
constructive communication 
around difficult topics. In 
2011 the Centre for Dialogue 
collaborated with Iona Pacific 
in a semester of its renowned Undergraduate Semester 
in Dialogue on the subject of Religion, Spirituality, 
Contemplative Inquiry, and Social Action. Three VST 
students completed the 15-credit course. In 2012 Iona Pacific 
joined several other academic and nonprofit organizations 
as a cosponsor of the Centre for Dialogue’s 12 Days of 
Compassion featuring karen Armstrong. Prof. Robert Daum 
is a member of the Steering Committee of the Centre for 
Dialogue, and in this academic year the Centre for Dialogue 
appointed him as a Dialogue Associate.

reConCiliation Canada
IP Director Prof. Robert Daum joined Reconciliation Canada’s Community Engagement Provincial Advisory Committee, 
as well as being designated as a “Reconciliation Ambassador” for this organization, which is led by Chief Robert Joseph. 
With Reconciliation Canada, Dr. Daum co-facilitated an Aboriginal—Jewish Reconciliation Workshop. See the story on 
“Anti-Racism Programs” below. 
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iona paCifiC WelComeS neW Community adviSory CounCil memberS in 2012-2013
Joining Iona Pacific’s Community Advisory Council this year were Farid Rohani, Chairman of the Laurier Institution and 
winner of the Provincial Nesika Award for Multiculturalism; Tamara Pearl, Vice-president of the Daniel Pearl Foundation and 
Co-lead for Community Engagement at Reconciliation Canada; and Meharoona Ghani, poet and, until last year, lead official 
in the Provincial Government in multicultural and anti-racism programming. Other Councillors include Bishop Michael 
Ingham, Daphne Francis, Councilor Wade Grant, Jim White, David Schwartz, Abraham Sacks, Prof. Paul Burns and 
Amin Jamal.

Iona Pacific gratefully acknowledges the assistance of 
several graduate students in the past academic year. As 
a small organization, the contributions of these students 
to our work were very important. These students assisted 
Prof. Robert Daum and Aliya Hirji with a variety of tasks, 
including research, program planning, event facilitation, 
and other matters. The students included Elyse Brazel, IP’s 
VST Student Assistant; Margaret Evans, Faculty Research 
Assistant for Dr. Daum; Maryann Amor, who contributed 

in several ways to the Kristallnacht Commemoration 
hosted by Iona Pacific on behalf of VST’s Faculty Council; 
Wayne DeConnick and Theresa Thomas, M.A. students 
in Counseling at the Adler School for Professional 
Psychology, who volunteered with Iona Pacific as part of 
their Community Service Practica; and Hana Al-Bannay, 
a PhD Candidate in Rehabilitation Sciences at UBC, who 
participated in several program planning meetings along with 
VST Research Affiliate Ashley Moyse and other members of 
our Team.

WellneSS and human SuStainability, mindfulneSS and Contemplation
Prof. Robert Daum and Aliya Hirji were invited to 
participate in a Seminar on Wellness and Human 
Sustainability for faculty, staff, and students at UBC 
under the auspices of the VP Students Office on May 
8, featuring internationally acclaimed educational 
consultant Dr. Richard keeling. The following week 
Prof. Daum was a panel member at a Symposium 

hosted by the Faculty of Education at Simon 
Fraser University. The Symposium was entitled 
“Embodiment, Mindfulness: Contemplative Teachings 
and Implications for Education.” Early in the year Prof. 
Daum completed a training workshop at the  
Adler School for Professional Psychology in Vancouver: 
“A Supervision of Solidarity: Creating a Culture of 
Critique and Structuring Safety.” 

Iona Pacific congratulates our 
former colleague, Dr. Rosa Sevy, on 
her new position as a Settlement 
Counselor with Pacific Immigrant 
Resource Society (PIRS). Dr. Sevy 
was a key member of Iona Pacific’s 
team from 2010 to the spring of 
2012. As our inaugural Postdoctoral 
Fellow and Program Coordinator, she 

contributed to many aspects of Iona Pacific’s development 
as an organization. Among her particularly significant 
programmatic contributions were the initial launch of Iona 
Pacific Youth, as well as a series of innovative and very 
successful research initiatives to bring together mothers from 
different religious communities and nations of origin through 
a parenting program.

CongratulationS to dr. roSa Sevy

In the fall of 2012, WelcomeBC introduced a new Vulnerable 
Immigrant Populations Program. This program is designed 
to target refugees and individuals with multiple needs and 
significant integration barriers who, due to a past history 
of trauma and multiple challenges, usually do not join the 
existing programs and resources offered in their communities 
and would benefit from an individualized wraparound 
support service. Drawing on her experience as a counselor 
who has worked extensively with immigrant and refugee 
women, Rosa will be working intensively in empowering 
refugee and multi-barriered, Spanish-speaking immigrant 
women in becoming active participants in their communities. 
In addition to her work at PIRS, Rosa is working as a clinical 
counselor at the Vancouver Association for Survivors of 
Torture (VAST), working mainly with refugee and refugee 
claimant women from Latin American countries.
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WHO WE ARE: PEOPLE AT IONA PACIFIC
DIRECTOR

Robert A. Daum, Rabbi, Ph.D., Assoc. Prof. of Rabbinic Literature & Jewish Thought
STUDENT LEADERSHIP COORDINATOR & PROGRAM ANALYST

Aliya Hirji
RESEARCH ASSOCIATES

Hossein Houshmand, Ph.D.
Mark Stein, Ph.D.

RESEARCH AFFILIATE (2012-2013)
Shiva Olyaei Ph.D. Cand.
INTERNS (2012-2013)

Wayne DeConnick, Adler CSP
Kevin Hsieh, Adler CSP

Theresa Thomas, Adler CSP
STUDENT ASSISTANTS

Elyse Brazel
Margaret Evans

IP COMMUNICATIONS
Shannon Lythgoe

IP COMMUNITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 2011-2012
Prof. Paul Burns, Daphne Francis, Meharoona Ghani, Councilor Wade Grant, Bishop Michael Ingham, Amin Jamal,  

Tamara Pearl, Farid Rohani , Abraham Sacks, David Schwartz, Esq., James E. White, 
Dr. Stephen Farris (ex-officio), Dr. Robert Daum (ex-officio)

IP PROGRAM COMMITTEE
IP’s academic programs draw on the research and reaching faculty at Vancouver School of Theology; Research Associates and 
Assistants; IP Visiting Scholars; IP Visiting Lecturers, Authors, Artists; Mentors; Interns and Students Assistants from VST 

and other academic institutions; community volunteers
FOUNDING FORMER MEMBERS, COMMUNITY ADVISORY COUNCIL

Shirley Barnett, Deanna Nyce, Chief Moses McKay, Aziz Khaki (deceased)

PLEAsE suPPORT IONA PACIFIC’s WORk! 
Contact: Dr. Robert Daum, Director, Iona Pacific Inter-religious Centre

604.827.4742 • info@ionapacific.ca
6000 Iona Drive • Vancouver, BC • V6T 1L4 

WWW.IONAPACIFIC.CA
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Yes! I would like to make a gift to VST

NamE

ADDRESS

CITY      PROVINCE    POSTAL CODE

PHONE        EMAIL

Enclosed is my donation:      $25   $50   100   Other

I would like to pay via     Cheque   Visa   Mastercard

Card number      Expiry Date

Signature

Please use my gift:

 Where it is needed most     I would like information about leaving a

 For the Centre for Christian Leadership          gift for VST in my will

 For the Iona Pacific Inter-religious Centre   I have already remembered VST in my will

 For the Indigenous Studies Centre


