Grant Rodgers
Director of Anglican Formation
Vancouver School of Theology
Office No. 316
Email: grodgers@vst.edu
LS/SP501 Teaching Retreat: History, Theology and Practice of Marriage in
the Anglican Tradition
Fall Semester 2018 (November 23—25)
Held at Bethlehem Retreat Centre, Nanaimo
PREREQUISITE: Open to Anglican students in the M.Div. program unless by
special permission of the Instructor
PURPOSE: Marriage today is under considerable pressure to adapt and change and
there are now numerous socially acceptable ways of approaching and living in
committed relationships. What can and should the Church expect, bless and
support? Is there a norm or standard of Christian marriage? Marriage has been seen
as a powerful symbol of reconciliation, as a means of living out a vocation to create
a loving community and sign of Christ’s love, and as one of the pillars of society.
How should we see its purpose now? It is important that people who will be
conducting marriages on behalf of the Church be clear about what marriage is and
how it might be celebrated in the light of the emergence of new understandings about
the nature of human sexuality and relationships.
COMPETENCE OBJECTIVES: Participants will become better informed about
the background and evolving meaning of marriage; they will think more deeply
about their own experience of marriage both in their family of origin as well as their
own marriages or marriages they have observed. They will understand that marriage
has broadened in scope. They will see marriage as a sacrament of God’s reconciling,
unifying love. They will develop new ideas and resources for helping couples to
prepare for marriage. They should feel capable of preparing and conducting a
wedding ceremony. They will understand better their own place at the heart of a
celebration that carries so much
FORMAT: The course is a weekend residential retreat format, part of the Anglican
Formation requirements toward their degree. It takes places from Friday, November
23 to Sunday, November 25, 2018 at Bethlehem Retreat Centre in Nanaimo. The
weekend will be framed and supported by the experience of living together as a

community and by corporate prayer, as we will pray the offices together throughout
each day. A written assignment of 7—8 pages is required, to be presented to the
Instructor before the end of classes and discussed with the Instructor before the end
of term. It is assigned one credit.
CONTENT: The course will cover the following subjects:
“According to God’s Holy Law.” Biblical models of Marriage: does the Bible hold
up one absolute model?
A Brief History of Marriage and the Church: The Church and Sexuality; Is marriage
obsolete? Is there any point in maintaining a relationship between church and
province?
Marriage and equality: the end of patriarchy in society and in marriage
“In it is symbolized …” theology and symbolism of a wedding and marriage;
Marriage as Sacrament; Marriage as Covenant. The Eucharist and the wedding.
“It is a way of life that all should reverence, and none should lightly undertake.”
Preparation with couples: Marriage or wedding? What is your role?
The components and rationale of the wedding ceremony
Choosing readings, music, prayers, criteria for inviting family members and friends
to be involved. Whose wedding is it?
“You are the witnesses . . .” the role of the community
“God … bless, preserve, and keep you … that you may faithfully live together in
this life, and in the age to come have life everlasting.” The role of God and faith.
Conducting a wedding: the basic movements, rationale of a traditional Anglican
wedding; acceptable variations on the theme (dance processional; personal vows,
alternative symbols, rituals; woman as best man; inter-faith weddings; children from
previous marriages);
Dealing with Divorce: explore their views on divorce; Anglican Church policy;
dealing gently with those whose marriages have not worked out. Jesus and divorce.

REQUIRED READING AND TEXTS:
The Book of Alternative Services (Anglican Church of Canada)
The Book of Common Prayer (Anglican Church of Canada)
The Bible (New Revised Standard Version)
Canon XXI of the Anglican Church of Canada (provided)
Marriage Preparation resource material (provided)
RECOMMENDED READING:
This Holy Estate, Anglican Church of Canada
Bernard Cooke, ed.; Historical Reflections on the Meaning of Marriage as Christian
Sacrament,” in Christian Marriage: Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 1987
Stephanie Coontz, Marriage, A History: How Love Conquered Marriage. 2006.
Michael Coren, Epiphany: A Christian's Change of Heart & Mind over Same-Sex
Marriage: Signal
Graham Cotter, Charles R Feilding, Marrying In The Church: A Pastoral Guide To
Canon XXI Of The General Synod Of The Anglican Church Of Canada Issued Under
The Authority Of The Sub-Committee On Marriage And Related Matters:Anglican
Book Centre
Faramerz Dabhoiwala, The Origins of Sex: A History of the First Sexual Revolution:
Penguin
Barbara G Markway, Gregory P. Markway; Illuminating the Heart: Steps Toward
a More Spiritual Marriage: Harbinger
James Reed, ed., A Study Resource on Human Sexuality: Approaches to Sexuality
and Christian Theology
Philip L Reynolds, Marriage in the Western Church: The Christianization of
Marriage During the Patristic and Early Medieval Periods
Kenneth W Stevenson (editor), Anglican Marriage Rites: JLS 71; Jul 29 2011
Kenneth Stevenson, To Join Together: The Rite of Marriage
Kenneth Stevenson, ed., Anglican Marriage Rites: A Symposium
Kenneth Stevenson, Nuptial Blessing: A Study of Christian Marriage Rites
Reay Tannahill, Sex in History
Adrian Thatcher, Ed., Celebrating Christian Marriage
John H Westerhoff, William Willimon, Liturgy and Learning Through the Life
Cycle: OSL Publications
COURSE POLICIES:
Attendance for the entire course, and appropriate participation in discussions.

VST policy on limitation of use of social media: Sessions may not be recorded.
Ordinarily, the use of electronic devices in the contexts of classrooms or meetings
will be to support the learning, formation, or agenda at hand.
Reading and assignments:
The assignment will be given at the time of the retreat, and when completed is to be
discussed with the Instructor and the combination of participation, writing and
discussion forms the basis of approval and credit for the course. The assignment is
due before the end of classes and the interview must be accomplished before the end
of term. The interview is to be initiated by the student.
After the discussion, the Instructor will indicate whether or not approval is to be
given. If the paper and the discussion do not reflect substantial understanding and
appreciation of the subject matter, evidence of learning from the retreat, and
indication of some meaningful reading on the topic, a re-write will be requested.
Submission of assignments on time is a part of academic, professional and pastoral
competence and a part of every course at VST. Late assignments and requests for
extensions will be dealt with by the Dean, Dr. Pat Dutcher-Walls.
Retreat Centre Fees:
Each student attending this retreat is responsible for paying their share of the
accommodation charges stipulated by the retreat centre. The charge will be applied
to the student’s account as a separate charge at the point when the student registers
for the course. After the end of the Add/Drop period, there will be no refund of the
accommodation charge if a student withdraws from the course. Under the usual
policy on Fee Refunds and Withdrawals, tuition charges for the course will still be
eligible for a refund but the accommodation charge will not.

