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Interpretation of the bible is an act of discipleship in the church. Modernity has seen a 

myriad of critical approaches to the bible that have renewed our attention to scripture in 

ways that are, at once, delightful, confusing, and irreplaceable. The last generation or two in 

theology has also seen an effort to return to more principally theologically informed 

approaches to scripture that incorporate the gifts of historical criticism without sundering 

our link to the memory of the church. This course will look at some of these “post-critical” 

approaches to scripture. We will constantly evaluate what each writer thinks ails biblical 

interpretation, what she or he thinks its remedies might be, and how these approaches to 

scripture might renew the life of the worshiping community.  

 Key questions for the course include these 

-How does the church discern Christ in the scriptures—especially in the Old 

Testament? 

-How does the church appropriate the insights of historical criticism alongside the 

treasures from the ancient church without competition between them? 

-How does our theological tradition inform the way we read scripture without 

overwhelming it? 

-How do we determine a “good” reading from a “bad” one? That is, what is the telos 

of the reading of the bible? 

-What form of life makes for good reading of the bible? 

This course can be taken as an upper level MA/MDiv course or a ThM course. Pre-

requisites: any two of the following: TH500and either HB500or NT500. 

Required Readings 

Books (available at the UBC bookstore or at your friendly online book dealer) 

Stephen Fowl, ed. The Theological Interpretation of Scripture: Classic and Contemporary 

Readings (Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 1997). I’m really going to require the essays in the first 

100 pp., and then students will choose one section of essays from among four in the final 

300 pp. 

Matthew Levering Participatory Biblical Exegesis: A Theology of Biblical Interpretation 

(South Bend, Ind.: Notre Dame, 2008). 148 pp of text. 

Walter Moberly The Bible in a Disenchanted Age: The Enduring Possibility of Christian Faith 

(Grand Rapids: Baker, 2018). 196 pp of text 
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Competencies  

1. Accurately summarize the thought and evaluate the strengths of a monograph or 

article addressing issues of theology and biblical interpretation. 

2. Articulate responses to readings that evaluate what each writer thinks ails biblical 

interpretation, what she or he thinks its remedies might be, and how these 

approaches to scripture might renew the life of the worshiping community. 

3. Discuss and evaluate post-critical hermeneutical issues among contemporary 

theologians in dialogue with pre-modern practitioners of biblical exegesis. 

4. Reflect critically on how the church ought to read for the sake of its faithful life now. 

5. Grow to see pre-modern exegetes as your companions and dialogue partners as you 

interpret scripture for the church’s life today. 

Assignments 

 In-class presentations (50% of final grade) 

1-Each student will also kick off discussion in class once or twice as time allows. In this role 

you will deliver a short paper, written out for 4 pages or so double-spaced, that will 

introduce the book for seminar that week, highlight its thesis in its strength, point out 

possible questions or objections, and set a trajectory for the conversation to follow. 

2-Each student will present in class a theological exegesis of one of the four texts on which 

Fowl’s reader focuses (Exodus 3, Isaiah 52-53, Matthew 5-7, or Romans 9-11). Feel free to 

add to the sources in Fowl but you don’t necessarily have to do so. Offer a reading of the 

text, what it means, in light of the traditional sources you’ve read and any extra you would 

like to add. Each presentation should be no more than 15 minutes. 

3-Each student will present in class on a theological interpreter or interpreters of your 

choice on what they add to the conversation. Be sure to include the person’s ecclesial or 

religious investments, how these shape their reading, and make a case for them—why 

should the rest of us attend to your interpreter? Please choose your interpreter early 

enough that we can add an essay for the others to read in time for class. 

 Paper (50% of your grade). 

MA/MDiv students:    
1-You will turn in a final research paper of 12-20 pages. 
or 
2-You can design a sermon series around your approach to theological exegesis, preach the 
first sermon, and send it to me digitally. 
ThM/other master’s or certificate students: You will turn in a final research paper of 20-30 
pages 
 



This paper will include attention to post-critical issues among our contemporary 
theological conversation partners. It will also include some attention to pre-modern figures 
doing actual exegesis of the bible. This will not remain a mere academic exercise—biblical 
interpretation lives in the worship and embodied life of the church. Your thesis then should 
include some attention to how the church ought to read for the sake of its faithful life now. 
There is flexibility in the content of this paper. I’d love to see a paper that compares two 
figures—one ancient and one modern—on a specific text. Or a paper that tackles theology 
and science with a particular eye to that conflict’s impact on theological exegesis. Or a 
paper that finds surprising overlap between, say, a certain liberationist perspective and a 
pattern of interpretation from medieval women. Your interests should guide. 
  
 


