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HOM 500 Syllabus, Fall 2017 

Jason Byassee jbyassee@vst.edu 604-822-9031 

Office Hours: 1-4 pm Thursdays (please be in touch to schedule something at other times). 

Meetings: Wednesdays 9 AM-12 noon  

Purpose 

At least once a week the preacher stands to address the congregation. What does the preacher say? 

How? On what sources do we draw—whether ancient or contemporary, sacred or secular, 

communal or personal? What’s the goal here? How do we tell if the preacher has done well and how 

we might improve?  

Once in parish or other leadership positions, these questions are difficult to answer. The Sabbath 

seems to come back around every three days. There is little time or space for critical reflection. This 

course and seminary in general are gifts. They provide the critical space and time necessary to 

reflect on the task and practice and internal goods of preaching. Some academic courses are 

narrow: you dive deeply into a very specific set of tasks and materials. Homiletics is broader than 

that. Here you draw on all you have learned in your seminary education and set a trajectory for 

yourself—a learning agenda—for years to come. The goal is not just one’s own erudition. It is the 

church’s edification. 

Competence Objectives 

1-To seed a lifelong love of preaching. The value of this course can only rightly be assessed as you 

look back on decades of preaching at the end of your life.  

2-To engage the church’s historical wisdom on preaching. How do we speak for God? How do we 

tell when others have done it well? How do we identify areas for improvement? We will do this 

through lectures, discussion, watching others’ sermons and dissecting them, and reading and 

dialoguing homiletics resources and yet more sermons. 

3-To grow into your own voice as a preacher. I assume that God has gifted you in unique ways for 

the church’s edification and the world’s blessing. This course will help you find that unique gifting 

in the years ahead. This course will pursue this end by having us preach to one another twice and 

write sermons to turn in three times. 

4-To host well. We will receive a number of guests to class who will teach us from their experience 

of homiletics. We need to be especially well prepared those days to learn all we can from these 

folks.  

5-To learn the techniques and practices appropriate to your entering into objectives 1-3. Technique 

is not of primary importance, but it is important, and we each have to find our own rhythm as 

preachers. 

Required Books to Buy  

Thomas G. Long The Witness of Preaching 3rd ed (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 2016). Please 

be sure to get this edition! It is vastly updated for issues around preaching in the internet age; the 

two previous editions are not. 
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Carmine Gallo Talk Like Ted: The 9 Public Speaking Secrets of the World’s Top Minds (St. Martin’s, 

2014). 

Required articles (on Moodle) Note: this list will change some 

Buttrick, David “Designing Moves,” in The Company of Preachers, ed. Richard Lischer (Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 2002). 

Campbell, Chuck “Speaking the Truth in Love” from Journal for Preachers 28 (Lent, 2005). 

Davis, Ellen Biblical Prophecy: Perspectives for Christian Theology, Discipleship, and Ministry 

(Louisville: Westminster, 2014), 1-21 & 143-173. 

Pope Francis Chapter III of Evangelii Gaudium pp. 34-47 of http://archeparchy.ca/wcm-

docs/docs/EG_English.pdf 

Hays, Richard “Exegesis” in William Willimon & Richard Lischer, eds. Concise Encyclopedia of 

Preaching (Nashville: Abingdon, 1995), 122-128. 

___. The Moral Vision of the New Testament (San Francisco: Harper, 1996), 193-204. 

Lash, Nicholas “Performing the Scriptures,” in Theology on the Way to Emmaus (Eugene, Or.: Wipf & 

Stock, 2005).  

Long, Thomas G. “Form,” in Willimon & Lischer Concise Encyclopedia, 144-151. 

Lyons, Mary “Style,” in Willimon & Lischer Concise Encyclopedia, 457-463. 

Mallon, James. Divine Renovation: From a Maintenance to a Missional Parish (Novalis: 2014), 123-

135. 

Rutledge, Fleming. The introduction to And God Spoke to Abraham: Preaching from the Old 

Testament, by Fleming Rutledge (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2011), 1-26.  
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