
 

 

Revd Dr Kate Bruce 

Vancouver School of Theology 

Email: cran.depwarden@durham.ac.uk 

 
HOM5/715- Preaching: Igniting the Heart or Losing the Will to Live? 

SUMMER 2017 

 

PURPOSE:  
Have you ever wondered to yourself ‘Is the sermon still relevant?’ ‘Why am I doing this? ‘Is it even 

connecting?’ In this conference we will look at these issues, consider the relationship between preaching 

and imagination, reflect on preaching as art form, and explore the connections between preaching and 

comedy. We will attend to the theology of preaching – asking what we think we are doing and why – and 

consider how to communicate faith with integrity in an entertainment culture. We will seek new ways of 

engaging our hearers and practise ideas in workshops, supporting each other, taking risks, and learning 

together. My hope is that we will learn more of God, more about our craft, and laugh… a lot. 

 

COMPETENCE OBJECTIVES:  

 Discuss your call to preach and demonstrate your growth as a creative preaching 

practitioner (assessed in the journal). 

 Defend the purpose of preaching in the 21
st
 century (assessed in the journal). 

 Define and critique a theological rational for preaching (assessed in the journal). 

 Describe and critique the connections between imagination, theology and preaching 

(assessed in a short paper). 

 Demonstrate a critical understanding and analysis of the connections between comedy 

and preaching (assessed in the journal). 

 Reflect on the role of performance in preaching and refine your praxis in the light of this 

(assessed in the journal). 

 

FORMAT AND CONTENT:  
This is a one week intensive course worth 1.5 credit hours. Work in the course consists of classes 

including readings done ahead of the course, lectures, discussions, and small group exercises, 

further assigned readings; one paper and a journal. 

 

TEXTS:  Required textbooks: 

Bruce, Kate, Wrestling with the Word (London: SPCK, 2016) This looks at responses to 

objections to preaching, offers a concise theology of preaching and argues that we should preach 

the whole canon of scripture. There are example sermons from well-known preachers on difficult 

biblical texts, with commentary on the homiletic strategies they use. 

 

Bruce, Kate, Igniting the Heart: Imagination and Preaching (Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2015) 

Offers a meaty theology of imagination for preaching, with chapters on preaching as sacrament, 

and a challenge to the way the preacher imagines themselves in the preaching task. 

 

Day, D., Embodying the Word: A Preacher’s Guide (London: SPCK, 2005). Readable follow on 

to A Preaching Workbook. 

 

These texts are available on Amazon.  
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Further Recommended Reading 

 

Craddock, F.B., Preaching (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1985) Useful textbook. Helpful chapter 

on theology of preaching. 

 

Day, D., A Preaching Workbook (London: SPCK, 1998) Essential if you are new to preaching. 

 

Day, D., J. Astley, L. Francis, A Reader on Preaching (Aldershot: Ashgate Publishing Company, 

2005). Collection of interesting articles on preaching. 

 

Heywood, David, Transforming preaching: the sermon as a channel for God's word / (London:  

SPCK, 2013) Good introduction to preaching 

 

Stevenson, Peter K. Preaching: SCM Study Guide (London, SCM: 2017) lots of helpful practical 

exercises 

 

RESERVES: All reserve articles will be available through the Moodle site for the course. 

 

Day, David, The Eggstain on the Waistcoat, in A Preaching Workbook (London: SPCK, 1998), 

chapter 9 

 

Stott, John, ‘Preaching as Bridge Building’, in Between Two Worlds: The Challenge of 

Preaching Today (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1982), chapter 4, 135-179 

 

Quicke, Michael J., ‘Towards a More Adequate Model’, 360 Degree Preaching (Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: Baker Academic, 2003), chapter 3, p. p.44-63. 

 

Webb, Joseph, M. Comedy and Preaching (St Louis, Missouri: Chalice Press, 1998), chapter 1, 

p. 3-17 

 

COURSE POLICIES  

1. Attendance For an intensive course, VST requires 100% attendance. 

2. Reading and assignments Students are expected to read all required assignments before 

class and to complete all assignments as outlined in the syllabus within the specified dates of 

the course and term. 

3. Academic honesty Students are expected to adhere to VST’s requirements for academic 

honesty as published in the Student Handbook. 

4. Inclusive language In speaking and writing, inclusive language is expected when making 

reference to humans and a variety of metaphors are anticipated when making reference to 

God.  

5. Assignment and Course Evaluation 

 Course evaluations at VST combine a letter grade system (A+ to B-; course failure is 

“Not Approved”) including narrative comments based on the competencies of the course. 

No number grades or weights of assignments are calculated, nor are final grades given 

numerical equivalents. 
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 Individual assignments within a course are given narrative evaluations, that is, APP 

(Approved) or INC (Incomplete) with narrative comments, based on the competencies 

and expectations set for that assignment. One re-write is allowed on any assignment that 

is INC. The re-written assignment is due two weeks after the work is returned. The final 

evaluation for an assignment can be APP or NAPP after a re-write.  

  For a passing grade in the course, all assignments must be Approved. 

6. Late assignments 

Submission of assignments on time is a part of academic, professional and pastoral 

competence and a part of every course at VST. All assignments in courses are due on the 

dates specified in the syllabus. Failure to submit an assignment on time will be noted in the 

narrative evaluation of an assignment. Repeated failure to submit assignments on time may 

affect the final grade for the course.  

7. Limitation on use of social media 

Ordinarily, the use of electronic devices in the contexts of classrooms or meetings will be to 

support the learning, formation, or agenda at hand.  

8. VST is committed to creating safe space and an inclusive learning environment. If you have a 

diagnosed or suspected learning disability, chronic condition, mental health concern, or 

physical requirement which you anticipate may impact your participation in this class, you 

are encouraged to discuss your needs with the instructor and the Dean within the first week 

of classes. 

 

CALENDAR 

     

Date and Time Topic  Reading/prep for class 

Friday Aug 11
th

     

1.00 – 2.20 Introductions  

 

The Call to Preach 

 

Spend some time prior to the 

course considering your 

preaching journey. 

Day, D ., Embodying the 

Word: A Preacher’s Guide 

(London: SPCK, 2005), p.17-

28 

Read Kate Bruce, Igniting the 

Heart: Imagination and 

Preaching (Norwich: 

Canterbury Press, 2015), 

p.107-142 

 

2.30 – 4.00 Towards a theology of 

preaching  

Read Bruce, Wrestling with 

the Word, ch 1, p.3-12 

Read John Stott, ‘Preaching as 

Bridge Building’, in Between 

Two Worlds: The Challenge of 

Preaching Today (Grand 

Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 

1982), chapter 4, 135-179 
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Michael J. Quicke, ‘Towards a 

More Adequate Model’, 360 

Degree Preaching (Grand 

Rapids, Michigan: Baker 

Academic, 2003), chapter 3, p. 

p.44-63. 

Read Bruce, Wrestling with 

the Word, ch 1, p.3-12 

 

7.00 – 9.00 Stand-up comedy and 

discussion on comedy, 

communication, mission and 

preaching  

Read Joseph M. Webb, 

Comedy and Preaching (St 

Louis, Missouri: Chalice 

Press, 1998), chapter 1, p. 3-

17 

Saturday August 12
th

    

10-11.30 From Text to Sermon Read Luke 5. 1-11 carefully. 

11.40 – 1.00 Through the Ear You Hear Read  David Day, The 

Eggstain on the Waistcoat, in 

A Preaching Workbook 

(London: SPCK, 1998), 

chapter 9, p. 97-105. 

 

Day, D ., Embodying the 

Word: A Preacher’s Guide 

(London: SPCK, 2005), p.63-

83 & 99-108 

 

Read Kate Bruce, Igniting the 

Heart: Imagination and 

Preaching (Norwich: 

Canterbury Press, 2015), p. 

55-84 

 

1.00 – 1.50 Lunch  

1.50 – 2.20 Exploring the Deeps:  What 

do we mean by ‘Imagination’? 

Read Kate Bruce, Igniting the 

Heart: Imagination and 

Preaching (Norwich: 

Canterbury Press, 2015), p. 1-

54 

 

2.30 – 4.00 Hallmarks of Imaginative 

Preaching – including: 

Setting the imagination free. 

Things to do with a text – plus 

Have a breather from prep! 
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examples. 

Sunday August 12
th

  Preaching in  Church Contexts 

 
 

Monday August 13
th

    

10-11.30   

11.40 – 1.00 Performance Matters 

(example from John 21) 

 

 

 

Day, D ., Embodying the 

Word: A Preacher’s Guide 

(London: SPCK, 2005), p.38-

49 

 

1.00 – 1.50 Lunch  

1.50 – 2.20 Re-imagining Parables 

Workshop – reviving a tired 

parable -  

Day, D ., Embodying the 

Word: A Preacher’s Guide 

(London: SPCK, 2005), p.109-

115 

Read one of the following 

parables: (Luke 10.29-37; 

15.11-32; 18.9-14). 

Think about what you could 

do to breathe new life into this 

parable. 

 

2.30 – 4.00 Re-imagining Parables 

Workshop – delivery of ‘new’ 

parable in groups 

Example from course tutor – 

delivered and opened up to 

critique. 

 

 

 

August 31 End of Term; (last day for submission of all written work for term) 

 

EXPECTATIONS, ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATIVE CRITERIA 

 

1. Class participation: Students are expected to participate in class discussions, and do adequate 

preparation of in-class discussion exercises. Evaluative criteria: comments and questions 

show adequate preparation, an understanding of the assigned readings and exercises, and a 

readiness to discuss learning from readings. 

2. Short paper: this paper will help students describe critically evaluate understanding of the 

theme of imagination in preaching. Evaluative criteria: concise and clear writing, and 

completeness and accuracy in carrying out tasks assigned. See below for further details; due 

August 31, 2017. 

3. Journal as described below in more detail. Due August 31, 2017. Evaluative criteria: 

completeness, depth of reflection and insight, critical understanding and engagement with 

course reading.  

4. Audit students are required to do all the reading and participate in the class discussions and 

exercises. 
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5. Certificate students are required to do all the reading, participate in the class discussions and 

exercises, and do the journal.  

6. Academic credit students are required to do all the reading, participate in the class 

discussions and exercises, do the journal and do the short paper.  

7. ThM level academic credit students should check with the instructor about the paper 

assignment. 

 

Details on assignments: 

1250 word paper: ‘A critique of the role of imagination preaching’. 

In this paper you will need to: give your understanding of imagination; present and 

critically evaluate your theology of imagination; give an example of how your 

understanding of imagination has affected the shaping and delivery of a sermon. Students 

should use 5 – 10 entries from the Selected Bibliography beyond course texts. 

 

1250 word journal: In your journal please cover the following areas –  

 Description and critical reflection on your call to preach.  

 Reflection of the role of preaching in the 21
st
 century, in spite of the many criticisms 

levelled at preaching. 

 Comment on your understanding of the role of performance in preaching and show what 

you have learned about this in the course. 

 Exploration of your experience of and thoughts about the role of comedy in Christian 

communication. 

 Indication of what you have added to your ‘preaching toolbox’ over the course indication 

and areas you wish of areas you wish to develop next. Show how the course has helped in 

your growth as a creative preaching practitioner. 
 

 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Further Reading on Preaching  

 

Baker Johnny, Transforming Preaching (Transforming Preaching: Communicating God’s Word 

in a Postmodern World (Grove: Ev 86) Provocative and pithy! 

Buttrick, David, Homiletic: Moves and Structures (Philadelphia: Fortress press, 1987) Interesting 

material on structuring the sermon, borrows from the metaphor of filmmaking. Buttrick is a tad 

‘declamatory’ – but there is much of worth here on constructing ‘moves’ in the sermon. 

English, D., An Evangelical Theology of Preaching (Nashville: Abingdon, 1996) Great 

theological outline. 

Lowry, Eugene, The Homiletical Plot (Louisville: Westminster John Know press, 2001) useful 

exploration of an approach to shaping the sermon – according to the ‘Lowry Loop’. 

Lowry, E., How to Preach a Parable (Nashville: Abingdon, 1989) Helpful on capturing the 

surprise of the parable. 

Mitchell, J., Visually Speaking, (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1999). Dated now – but still very 

useful on how to write for the ear. 

Norrington David C. To Preach or Not to Preach. Carlisle, England (Paternoster Press, 1996) 

Dreadful arguments against preaching – taken on in early chapter of Wrestling with the Word 

(Bruce) 
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Runia, Klaas, The Sermon Under Attack (Exeter: Paternoster Press, 1983) considers arguments 

against preaching. 

 

The Call to Preach 

Taylor, B., The Preaching Life (Cowley Publications, 1993) Lovely, reflective exploration of 

preaching practice. 

Craddock, Fred Brenning. Reflections on my Call to Preach: Connecting the Dots. (St. Louis, 

MO: Chalice, 2009) engaging account of a brilliant preacher’s journey. 

Stevenson(ed) Pulpit Journeys (London:DLT, 2006) Collection of stories of how various well 

known preachers came to be preaching. 

Northcutt, Kay, L. Kindling Desire for God: Preaching as Spiritual Direction (Minneapolis, 

Fortress Press: 2009) Helpful examination of a particular understanding of the role of the 

preacher. 

Willimon, W., Conversations with Barth on Preaching (Nashville: Abingdon, 2006). A great 

introduction to a Barthian approach to preaching – which argues, basically, that all preaching is 

God’s work. Think carefully about what happens to the humanity of the preacher in this model. 

 

Theology, Imagination and Preaching 

Avis, Paul, God and the Creative Imagination: Metaphor, Symbol and Myth in Religion and 

Theology (London: Routledge, 1999). 

Brown Taylor, Barbara The Preaching Life (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Cowley Publications, 

1993). 

Brueggemann, Walter, Finally Comes the Poet: Daring Speech for Proclamation (Minneapolis, 

Minnesota: Fortress Press, 1989). 

Brueggemann, Walter, ‘An Imaginative “Or”’, in A Reader on Preaching, eds., D. Day,  J. 

Astley and L. J. Francis (Aldershot: Ashgate Publishing Company, 2005), 51-64. 

Brueggemann, Walter, The Practice of Prophetic Imagination: Preaching an Emancipatory 

Word (Minneapolis, Minnesota: Fortress Press, 2012). 

Clader, Linda L. Voicing the Vision: Imagination and Prophetic Preaching (Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania: Morehouse Press, 2003). 

Eslinger, Richard L. Narrative and Imagination: Reaching the Worlds That Shape Us 

(Minneapolis, Minnesota: Fortress Press, 1995). 

Green, Garrett, Imagining God: Theology and the Religious Imagination (Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: Eerdmans, 1989). 

Levy, Sandra M., Imagination and the Journey of Faith (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Eerdmans, 

2008). 

Liu, Eric and Scott Noppe-Brandon, Imagination First: Unlocking the Power of Possibility (San 

Francisco: John Wiley and Sons, 2009). 

McIntyre, John, Faith, Theology and Imagination (Edinburgh: Handsel Press, 1987). 

Troeger, Thomas, Imagining a Sermon ( Nashville, Tennessee: Abingdon Press, 1990). 

Wiersbe, Warren, Preaching and Teaching with Imagination: The Quest For Biblical Ministry 

Grand Rapids: Michigan, 1994).  

Wilson, Paul Scott Imagination of the Heart: New understandings in Preaching (Nashville, 

Tennessee: Abingdon Press, 1988). 
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Bibliography on Comedy and Preaching  

Cilliers, J. ,‘The clown before the powers; A South African Response to Charles Campbell’s 

Comic Vision on preaching.’ Homiletics, 33(2) 2010. 

http://scholar.sun.ac.za/handle/10019.1/48599 

Cilliers, J. ‘Clowning on the Pulpit? Contours of a Comic Vision on Preaching’, (Edited version 

of a paper delivered at the eighth international conference of the Societas Homiletica, held 

in Copenhagen, Denmark, 19-25 June 2008)  

http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.541.5681&rep=rep1&type=pdf 

Macauley, John, ‘Understanding Humour: Some Thoughts for Preachers’, 

(Transmission, Spring 2001) 

http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/uploads/content/bible_in_transmission/files/2011

_spring/BiT_Spring_2011_Macauley.pdf 

Rushing, B and J Barlow, ‘Humor In Preaching: A Funny Thing Happened On 

The Way To The Pulpit’, - 2006 - biblicalstudies.org.uk 

http://biblicalstudies.org.uk/pdf/jbtm/06-2_063.pdf  

Webb, Joseph, Comedy and Preaching (St Louis, Missouri: Chalice Press, 1998). 
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