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Course Outline: TH5/714 (3) Indigenous Theologies and Epistemologies  

Class dates: Sept 19; Oct 3&31; Nov 14&28   Plus on-site intensive Oct 12-16  

Course Description: This course is an exploration of Indigenous ways of knowing and being. The 

course foci include Indigenous identity, Indigenous ways of teaching,  ceremony and their 

implication for the practice of theological reflection. The course focuses primarily upon North 

American Indigenous groups through dialogue, media, assigned reading and an extended 

retreat. 

Students will meet for 5 weekly sessions and one extended retreat to talk about Indigenous 

identity and its development within dominate society. 

This course will assist students with inquiring into the Indigenous mind as a way of thinking and 

being rather than a concept of identity and separation. Throughout discussions and writings, all 

are supported to explore personal and collective experiences past and present. 

Throughout all exploration, the emphasis will be on foundational spiritual teachings from 

Indigenous thought and protocol and the teachings of Christ. 

Class Texts 

Archibald, J.-A. (2008). Indigenous storywork : educating the heart, mind, body, and spirit. 

Vancouver, UBC Press. 

(2015). Coming full circle : constructing Native Christian theology. Minneapolis, Fortress Press. 

M. Battiste (Ed.), Reclaiming indigenous voice and vision. Vancouver, BC: UBC Press. 

Kovach, M. (2009). Indigenous methodologies : characteristics, conversations and contexts. 

Toronto, University of Toronto Press. 

Alfred, T. (1999). Peace, Power, Righteousness an Indigenous Manifesto. Don Mills, Ontario, 

Oxford University Press. 

Waters, Anne, American Indian Thought (selected essays), (Wiley-Blackwell) 2003 

Wilson, S. (2008). Research is ceremony: Indigenous research methods. Winnipeg, Frenwood 

publishing. 

Competencies 

1. Define the broad parameters of Indigenous ways of knowing and being 

2.  Begin to discuss, articulate, formulate and critique the questions that are used to explore 

Indigenous identity and Indigenous knowledge. 
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3.  Begin to be able to compare and contrast Indigenous ways of knowing and being in relation to 

Western Christian Theology 

4. Document the environmental, cultural, and historical influences shaping the relationship 

between Indigenous Ways of knowing and being and the colonial enterprise 

5. Discuss ways to learn from different ways of understanding into personal identity without being 

guilty of cultural appropriation. 

  

FORMAT AND CONTENT 

The assignments include assigned reading, journaling, short paper and final project. 

  


