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PURPOSE: Three situations where politics of oppression were introduced and implemented 

by Western governments will be analyzed and discussed: Germany's National Socialism, South 

Africa's Apartheid, and the Cultural Genocide of Canada's First Nations. Through readings and 

extensive class discussions, the course seeks too develop an understanding of 'the duty of 

theology to resist politics of oppression.' Participants are invited to present their own experiences 

of such resistance and how it is grounded in theology. 

 

COMPETENCE OBJECTIVES: The primary objectives are first for the participants to identify 

political oppression and to define what oppression is, to discuss with the other participants the 

basic dimensions of oppressions in their diverse experiences, and second to provide clearly 

articulated theological support for their envisaged actions of resistance. 

 

FORMAT AND CONTENT: This is a one week intensive course with 1.5 credit hours. Work in 

the course consists of classes including readings done ahead of the course, lectures, discussions, 

further assigned readings, and one paper. 

 

RESERVES AND EXPECTED BACKGROUND READING 
 

Expected background reading: Participants are expected to read as background resources: 

chapters 1, 2, 7, and 8, in Twisted Cross; pages x to 143 in Apartheid Is A Heresy; pages 74 to 

134 in Resistance and Hope. 

 

de Gruchy, John and Charles Villa-Vicencio, eds. Apartheid Is A Heresy. Grand Rapids, MI: 

Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1983 

 

Villa-Vicencio, Charles and John de Gruchy, eds. Resistance and Hope. South African essays in 

honour of Beyers Naudé. Grand rapids, MI: Wm B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1985. 

 

Bergen, Doris L. Twisted Cross. The German Christian Movement in the Third Reich; Chapel 

Hill and London: The University of North Carolina Press, 1996. 

 

Reserves  
All reserve articles will be available through the Moodle site for the course. 

 

The Way of Theology in Karl Barth.  Essays and Comments; H. Martin Rumscheidt, ed., Allison 

Park, PA: Pickwick Publications, 1986, (now Wipf and Stock Publishers, Eugene 

Oregon,) the essay "The First Commandment as Axiom for Theology," pp. 63 to 78. 

Theology Beyond Christendom. Essays on the Centenary of the Birth of Karl Barth, May 10. 

1986; John Thompson, ed., Allison Park, PA: Pickwick Publications, 1986 (now Wipf 

and Stock Publishers, Eugene, Oregon,) the essay "The First Commandment as Axiom 

for Theology: A Model for the Unity of Dogmatics and Ethics," pp. 143 to 164.  
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Between Christ and Caesar. Classic and Contemporary Texts on Church and State; Charles 

Villa-Vicencio, ed.; Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1986; pp. 197 

to 206; 214 to 244; 251 to 269. 

Honouring the Truth, Reconciling for the Future. Summary of the Final report of the Truth and 

reconciliation Commission of Canada; Introduction, pp. 1-26. 

 

Four essays by H. Martin Rumscheidt: 

"The Dire Straits of the Protestant Church" 

"The Political Worship of God -The Example of Beyers Naudé" 

“Josef Lukl Hromádka -Theology in Solidarity with the Wretched of the Earth” 

“The Freedom Of God and the Freedom of Christians." 

 

COURSE POLICIES  

1. Attendance For an intensive course, VST requires 100% attendance. 

2. Reading and assignments Students are expected to read all required assignments before 

class and to complete all assignments as outlined in the syllabus within the specified dates of 

the course and term. 

3. Academic honesty Students are expected to adhere to VST’s requirements for academic 

honesty as published in the Student Handbook. 

4. Inclusive language In speaking and writing, inclusive language is expected when making 

reference to humans and a variety of metaphors are anticipated when making reference to 

God.  

5. Assignment and Course Evaluation 

 Course evaluations at VST combine a letter grade system (A+ to B-; course failure is 

“Not Approved”) including narrative comments based on the competencies of the course. 

No number grades or weights of assignments are calculated, nor are final grades given 

numerical equivalents. 

 Individual assignments within a course are given narrative evaluations, that is, APP 

(Approved) or INC (Incomplete) with narrative comments, based on the competencies 

and expectations set for that assignment. One re-write is allowed on any assignment that 

is INC. The re-written assignment is due two weeks after the work is returned. The final 

evaluation for an assignment can be APP or NAPP after a re-write.  

 For a passing grade in the course, all assignments must be Approved. 

6. Late assignments 

Submission of assignments on time is a part of academic, professional and pastoral 

competence and a part of every course at VST. All assignments in courses are due on the 

dates specified in the syllabus. Failure to submit an assignment on time will be noted in the 

narrative evaluation of an assignment. Repeated failure to submit assignments on time may 

affect the final grade for the course.  

7. Limitation on use of social media 

Ordinarily, the use of electronic devices in the contexts of classrooms or meetings will be to 

support the learning, formation, or agenda at hand.  

8. VST is committed to creating safe space and an inclusive learning environment. If you have a 

diagnosed or suspected learning disability, chronic condition, mental health concern, or 

physical requirement which you anticipate may impact your participation in this class, you 

are encouraged to discuss your needs with the instructor and the Dean within the first week 

of classes. 
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CALENDAR 

Monday July 3: Participants, instructor's and course introduction: method, expectations, and 

screening the documentary Theologians Under Hitler. Prior to the first class-meeting, read: the 

essays in The Way of Theology in Karl Barth and Theology Beyond Christendom listed under 

Reserves above. 

 

Tuesday July 4: Focusing on and discussion of theology as a source opposition and resistance in 

the political arena. What makes for "theological existence" as such and particularly as resistance. 

For this class, read: "The Dire Straits of the Protestant Church" and "The Freedom of God and 

the Freedom of Christians" listed under Reserves above. 

 

Wednesday July 5: "Apartheid is a heresy!" When and where have participants experienced 

'racism'; identifying dimensions of racist, cultural, class injustice, significant South African 

Christian theological expressions. Read: the texts in Between Christ and Caesar listed under 

Reserves above. 

 

Thursday July 6: Resistance as worship of God, as a way of doing theology. This day will be 

devoted extensively to discussion. Read: "The Political Worship of God" listed under Reserves  

above. 

 

Friday July 7: What would theology-based resistance, theological existence have to be in face 

of the cultural genocide of the First Nations in Canada? An exploration of the need for contextual 

theology in the church in this country. Read: "Josef Lukl Hromádka" and “Introduction to 

Honouring the Truth..” listed under Reserves above. 

 

August 31: End of term: last day for submission of all written work for the term. 

 

EXPECTATIONS, ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATIVE CRITERIA 

1. Class participation: Students are expected to participate in class discussions, and do adequate 

preparation of in-class discussion exercises. Evaluative criteria: comments and questions 

show adequate preparation, an understanding of the assigned readings and exercises, and a 

readiness to apply readings to interpretive questions and insights.  

2. Paper: Further details will be given in class; students will meet with the instructor to discuss 

possible topics. A convenient time for these meetings is between 1 and 2 pm, Wednesday and 

Thursday July 5 and 6 or at times agreed upon between the instructor and students. 

3. Audit students are required to do all the reading and participate in the class discussions and 

exercises. 

4. Certificate students are required to do all the reading, participate in the class discussions and 

exercises.  

 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

Bergen, Doris L. Twisted Cross. The German Christian Movement in the Third Reich; Chapel 

Hill and London: The University of North Carolina Press, 1996. 

 

de Gruchy, John and Charles Villa-Vicencio, eds. Apartheid Is A Heresy. Grand Rapids, MI: 

Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1983 
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Villa-Vicencio, Charles and John de Gruchy, eds. Resistance and Hope. South African essays in 

honour of Beyers Naudé. Grand rapids, MI: Wm B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1985. 

 

Villa-Vicencio, Charles and Carl Niehaus, eds. Many Cultures, One Nation. Festschrift for 

Beyers Naudé. Cape Town Johannesburg Pretoria: Human & Rousseau, 1995. 

 

Soelle, Dorothee. The Silent Cry. Mysticism and Resistance; Barbara and Martin Rumscheidt, 

transl.; Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2001. 

 

 


