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PT5/724 Going Deeper, Reaching Wider: Thriving Against the Odds 

Summer 2017, July 3 - 7, 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

 

Brief Description: The way forward for historic mainline congregations may not lie either/ or 

but in both/ and. Instead of going deeper into a faith or theological tradition or wider into cultural 

engagement and community immersion, let’s do both. This course will explore some of the more 

promising strategies for doing both — going deeper and reaching wider — which have emerged 

in recent decades among churches that are thriving against the odds. Anthony B. (Tony) is a 

United Church of Christ pastor, teacher, speaker and author who is based in Seattle, Washington. 

 

Competence Objectives 

 Identify and analyze several strategies that have allowed congregations to accomplish 

theological deepening while also reaching new constituencies based on age, social class, 

life experience. 

 Analyze one’s own congregation and context to adapt and apply these or other strategies 

for congregational vitality that involve theological deepening while reaching new 

participant constituencies. 

 Engage with the experiences and challenges faced by class members and instructor in 

experiencing greater congregational vitality. 

 

Format and Content 

This is a one week intensive course worth 1.5 credit hours. Work in the course consists of 

classes, including readings done ahead of course, lectures, discussions, and small group 

exercises. 

  

Required Readings: Texts, Articles, Videos, etc. 

Note: this may look like a lot, but its really sections from three short books (which you’ll be glad 

to have and can finish reading later), several articles, an audio and a video.  

 

*Baskette, Molly Phinney, Standing Naked Before God: The Art of Public Confession, The 

Pilgrim Press, Cleveland, Ohio, 2015. 

Bolz-Weber, Nadia, “My Interview with Terri Gross at NPR,” at nadiabolzweber.com, at “Latest 

Sermons” page of website 

Byassee, Jason, “Evangelically Liberal,” The Christian Century, November 11, 2016 

Heifetz, Ronald, “The Work of Leadership,” Harvard Business Review (available on line) 

*Hoffman, Paul E., Faith Shaping Ministry, Cascade Books/ Wipf and Stock, Eugene, Oregon, 

2013. 

Robinson, Anthony B., “God At the Center,” The Christian Century, April 6, 2010 

*Springer, Janice Jean, Nurturing Spiritual Depth in Christian Worship: Ten Practices, Resource 

Publications, San Jose, California, 2009 

Reasons (why people don’t go to church), youtube video, available on line 

 

http://www.anthonybrobinson.com/
mailto:anthonybrobinson@comcast.net
http://nadiabolzweber.com/


* books to be purchased, via Amazon or other book seller 

 

If you subscribe to The Christian Century you should be able to get the articles on line; there will 

also be copies on the Moodle site for the course. 

 

Calendar: Class Session/ Topics/ Reading/ Viewing 

 

July 3: The Power of a Paradox 

 Introducing Our Theme and Meeting One Another 

 Reading and Viewing: Byassee, “Evangelically Liberal,” article 

 Bolz-Weber, audio 

 

July 4: Can I Be Real Here? 

 Recovery Comes Up from the Basement 

 Reading: Baskette, Standing Naked, pp. 1 - 61 

 Video: “Reasons (why people don’t go to church) youtube video 

 

July 5: Can I Find God Here?  

 Getting a Pulse in Worship (Do We?) 

 Reading: Springer, Nurturing Spiritual Depth in Worship, pp. 1 - 85 

 

July 6: Can I Grow Here? 

 Making Christians in a Post-Christian Culture 

 Reading: Hoffman, Faith Shaping Ministry, pp. 1 - 10 

 

July 7: Leading Change and Living To Tell the Story  

 Reading: Heifetz, “The Work of Leadership,”  

  Robinson, “God at the Center” article 

 

August 31 End of Term; (last day for submission of all written work for term) 

 

Expectations and Assignments  

1. Engaged Attendance: Students are expected to participate in class discussions and do adequate 

preparation of required readings. 

2. Partner with another class member to lead discussion of at least one reading. Further instructions will 

be handed out in class. 
3. Audit students are required to do all the reading and participate in the class discussions. 

4. Certificate students are required to do all the reading, participate in the class discussions, and 

write a short reflection paper, after consultation with the instructor. 

5. For Students Taking Class for Credit 

 A one-hour consultation with the instructor on either Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday 

 Purpose of consultation is to identity a class paper/ project, which is also required for 

students completing the class for credit. 

 



COURSE POLICIES  

1. Attendance For an intensive course, VST requires 100% attendance. 

2. Reading and assignments Students are expected to read all required assignments before 

class and to complete all assignments as outlined in the syllabus within the specified dates of 

the course and term. 

3. Academic honesty Students are expected to adhere to VST’s requirements for academic 

honesty as published in the Student Handbook. 

4. Inclusive language In speaking and writing, inclusive language is expected when making 

reference to humans and a variety of metaphors are anticipated when making reference to 

God.  

5. Assignment and Course Evaluation 

 Course evaluations at VST combine a letter grade system (A+ to B-; course failure is 

“Not Approved”) including narrative comments based on the competencies of the course. 

No number grades or weights of assignments are calculated, nor are final grades given 

numerical equivalents. 

 Individual assignments within a course are given narrative evaluations, that is, APP 

(Approved) or INC (Incomplete) with narrative comments, based on the competencies 

and expectations set for that assignment. One re-write is allowed on any assignment that 

is INC. The re-written assignment is due two weeks after the work is returned. The final 

evaluation for an assignment can be APP or NAPP after a re-write.  

 For a passing grade in the course, all assignments must be Approved. 

6. Late assignments 

Submission of assignments on time is a part of academic, professional and pastoral 

competence and a part of every course at VST. All assignments in courses are due on the 

dates specified in the syllabus. Failure to submit an assignment on time will be noted in the 

narrative evaluation of an assignment. Repeated failure to submit assignments on time may 

affect the final grade for the course.  

7. Limitation on use of social media 

No use of phone, texting, email, internet during class (there will be a break during which you 

may check your phone). 

8. VST is committed to creating safe space and an inclusive learning environment. If you have a 

diagnosed or suspected learning disability, chronic condition, mental health concern, or 

physical requirement which you anticipate may impact your participation in this class, you 

are encouraged to discuss your needs with the instructor and the Dean within the first week 

of classes. 

 

Selected Bibliography 
 

On Going Deeper Theologically 

 

What’s Theology Got To Do With It: Convictions, Vitality and the Church, by Anthony B. 

Robinson, Alban Institute/ Routledge, 2006. I explore the integral relation between core 

Christian convictions and congregational health. 

 



Not Ashamed of the Gospel: Sermons from Paul’s Letters to the Romans, by Fleming Rutledge, 

Eerdmans, 2007. Sermons which illustrate theological depth and contemporary relevance 

in an excellent and compelling way. 

 

Accidental Saints: Finding God In All the Wrong People, by Nadia Bolz-Weber, Convergent 

Books, 2015. 

 

On the Catechumentate 

 

Faith Forming Faith, by Paul Hoffman, WiPF and Stock, 2012. The predecessor volume to the 

one we have read for class. 

 

Come to the Waters, Baptism and Our Ministry of Welcoming Seekers and Making Disciples, by 

Daniel T. Benedict Jr., Discipleship Resources, 1996.  

 

On Worship and Church Renewal 

 

Think Like a Filmaker: Sensory-Rich Worship Design for Unforgettable Messages, by Marcia 

McFee, Today Press, 2016. 

 

Real Good Church: How Our Church Came Back from the Dead, and Yours Can Too, by Molly 

Phinney Baskette, Pilgrim Press,  2014. 

 

Plunging Into the Kingdom Way: Practicing the Shared Strokes of Hospitality, Justice and 

Confession, by Tim Dickau, Cascade Books, 2011. Canadian author/ pastor based in 

Vancouver.  

 

 


