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PTX650 Ministry in the Midst of Trauma 

Summer School July 10-14, 2017 

 

Description: This course will address the challenges of ministry among those who have 

experienced trauma with attention given to how caregivers can walk with those who are healing 

from the impact of trauma. 

 

PREREQUISITES: None  

 

COMPETENCE OBJECTIVES: 

 

1. To bring awareness to the participants about the implications of trauma upon Indigenous 

communities. 

 

2. Begin to recognize, name and discuss the symptoms associated with trauma. 

 

3. To begin to think through the implications of trauma upon Indigenous identity. In 

particular how trauma causes a loss of a healthy sense of self. 

 

4. Document the environmental, cultural, and historical influences shaping trauma in 

Indigenous communities. 

 

5. Discuss ways the Christian community can become part of the healing needed in 

Indigenous communities. 

 

6. Begin to integrate and articulate one’s own views of trauma and the need to develop self-

care principles within ministry. 

 

 

FORMAT AND CONTENT: This is a one week intensive course worth 3 credits. This course 

requires a significant amount of readings. The class will include three hours of in class sessions 

in the morning and three hours of activities every afternoon for learners taking the course for 

Master’s credit.  

 

REQUIRED TEXTS:  

Dena Rosenbloom and Mary Beth Williams, Life after Trauma Workbook (London: Guilford 

Press, 2010). Available on Amazon and sections of the book at google books. 

 

H. Norman Wright, Recovering from losses in life (Grand Rapids: Revell, 2006). Available on 

Amazon. 
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George E. Tinker, Missionary Conquest: The Gospel and Native American Cultural Genocide 

(Augsburg Fortress, 1993) 

 

RECOMMENDED TEXTS 

 

Laura Davis, The Courage to Heal Workbook (Harper HarperCollins Publisher, 1990). 

 

C. S. Lewis, A Grief Observed (Harper, 1961). 

 

Gabor Mate, In the Realm of Hungry Ghosts (Toronto: Random House, 2008). 

 

Bruce D. Perry, The boy who was raised as a dog (New York: Basic Books, 2006) 

 

H. Norman Wright, Crisis & Trauma Counselling (Minnesota: Bethany House, 2011) 

 

H. Norman Wright, Grieving the Loss of a Loved One (USA: Regal, 2013). 

 

H. Norman Wright, Surviving the Storms of Life (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2008).  

 

Geoffrey York, The Dispossessed: Life and Death in Native Canada (Little Brown and 

Company, 1992). 

 

 

Texts are available on Amazon. 

 

 

COURSE POLICIES 

  

1. Attendance: Learners are required to attend all the class sessions. 

 

2. Reading and assignments: Students are expected to read all required assignments before 

class and to complete all assignments as outlined in the syllabus within the specified dates of 

the course and term. 

 

3. Submission of assignments: 

 

Written assignments should follow the format set out by the Society of Biblical 

Literature.  A concise form of key examples may be found, free of charge, at: 
https://www.sbl-site.org/assets/pdfs/pubs/SBLHSsupp2015-02.pdf 

 
Please note the following additional criteria. 

 

 All assignments should have a title page containing all of the pertinent 

information. 

 All assignments will be double-spaced in 12 point New Times Roman.  

 All assignments must be submitted as Microsoft Word documents 

https://www.sbl-site.org/assets/pdfs/pubs/SBLHSsupp2015-02.pdf
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 File name submitted must begin with the student’s surname and 

designate the particular assignment. (e.g. Smith Theology Paper 1.doc)  

 

4. Academic honesty: Students are expected to adhere to VST’s requirements for academic 

honesty as published in the Student Handbook. 

5. Inclusive language: In speaking and writing, inclusive language is expected when making 

reference to humans and a variety of metaphors are anticipated when making reference to 

God.  

6. Assignment and Course Evaluation 

 Course evaluations at VST including narrative comments are based on the competencies 

of the course. No number grades or weights of assignments are calculated, nor are final 

grades given numerical equivalents. 

 Individual assignments within a course are given narrative evaluations, that is, APP 

(Approved) or INC (Incomplete) with narrative comments, based on the competencies 

and expectations set for that assignment. One re-write is allowed on any assignment that 

is INC. The re-written assignment is due two weeks after the work is returned. The final 

evaluation for an assignment can be APP or NAPP after a re-write.  

7. Late assignments 

Submission of assignments on time is a part of academic, professional and pastoral 

competence and a part of every course at VST. All assignments in courses are due on the 

dates specified in the syllabus. Failure to submit an assignment on time will be noted in the 

narrative evaluation of an assignment. Repeated failure to submit assignments on time may 

affect the final grade for the course. All assignments must be completed in a manner that 

meets the expectations of the professor in order to receive a passing grade for the course. 

8. Limitation on use of social media 

Ordinarily, the use of electronic devices in the contexts of classrooms or meetings will be to 

support the learning, formation, or agenda at hand.   

9. VST is committed to creating safe space and an inclusive learning environment. If you have a 

diagnosed or suspected learning disability, chronic condition, mental health concern, or 

physical requirement which you anticipate may impact your participation in this class, you 

are encouraged to discuss your needs with the instructor and the Dean within the first week 

of classes. 

 

CALENDAR 

 

 

Topic Reading Discussion Leader for 

the day 

July 10 Intro: Grief, Trauma, 

Healing & Self Care 

Life After Trauma: A 

Workbook for Healing. 

(Pages, 1 to 187) 

Ray, Rick and Linda 

July 11 Trauma & 5 Basic Human 

Needs.  Trust, Safety, 

Control (boundaries), 

Self-esteem & Intimacy  

Life After Trauma: A 

Workbook for Healing.  

(Pages, 188 to 264) 

Rick and Linda 

July 12 Abuse Issues, Losses in 

Childhood: Shame, Self-

Contempt & Identity 

related Issues 

Intergenerational Trauma: 

Understanding Natives’ 

Inherited Pain. 

(Pages, 1 to 12) 

Rick and Linda 

July 13 Historical Trauma: 

Colonization & 
 Rick and Linda 
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EXPECTATIONS, ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATIVE CRITERIA FOR MDIV 

 

1. Reading and participation: The course will require consistent ongoing reading in order for 

all the students to have a successful learning experience. Some of the classes will require 

advance reading in order to facilitate discussion. In most cases these will be chapters from 

your required textbooks (which we shall read in entirety by the course end), in other cases 

these will be articles or chapters from various books which will be given to you one or two 

classes in advance.  

 

2. Journal: In preparation for each class the student will record in a journal 6 bulleted points 

from each of the authors assigned for reading. The journal will also include a summary of the 

class discussion around the topic for the day.  If the journal is handwritten, please make sure 

your writing is legible to the professor. Submit your journal in a scanned pdf or a word 

document. This assignments will help the learner to begin to formulate their own thoughts in 

synthesis with the subject of the class. Due  

 

 

 

3. Research Paper: Each student is required to produce one 10-12 page research paper on a 

relating topic trauma and healing. The goal is for each student to produce a piece of work that 

is of a lasting value.  The project should outline the key passages of scripture or theological 

themes of healing and how these might apply to trauma. Then the paper should name and 

explain one or two implications of trauma and oppression that are critical to be addressed in 

any healing approach. Finally, the paper should offer a potential path for the Christian 

community to be involved in the healing from trauma. 

 

 To help the learner, they may submit a prospectus using the template in Appendix 2 to the 

instructor(s) for their guidance on the paper.  

 

Paper Due October 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 14 

Residential Schools. 

 

 

 

Repentance & healing. 

The Christian Community 

and a Model for healing. 

 

 

 

 

Ray and Elaine 

Aldred. 

Rick and Linda 
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EXPECTATIONS, ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATIVE CRITERIA FOR CERTIFICATE 

  

Daily Reflection: The student will take time to go out on the land or in the 
ocean to reflect on the significance of the day’s discussion and activities and 
then record the significant points of those reflections around three themes. 
First, what did the day’s discussions remind you of in your own life? Second, 
what questions were raised in your mind about trauma and healing? Third, 
how would you put into practice one thing from the day’s activities that you 
learned. These may be emailed to the instructor or handed in to the 
professor. The one page reflection due at the beginning of each class 
beginning on Tuesday. There are 4 reflections due for the class before 
the Student leaves on Friday. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



6 
 

APPENDIX 1 

 

Essay Evaluation Rubric 

 
THE SUPERIOR PAPER   

 

Thesis: Easily identifiable, plausible, novel, sophisticated, insightful, crystal clear.  

 

Structure: Evident, understandable, appropriate for thesis. Excellent transitions from point to 

point. Paragraphs support solid topic sentences.  

 

Use of evidence: Primary source information used to buttress every point with at least one 

example. Examples support mini-thesis and fit within paragraph. Excellent integration of quoted 

material into sentences.  

 

Analysis: Author clearly relates evidence to mini-thesis; analysis is fresh and exciting, posing 

new ways to think of the material.  

 

Logic and argumentation: All ideas in the paper flow logically; the argument is identifiable, 

reasonable, and sound. Author anticipates and successfully defuses counter-arguments; makes 

novel connections to outside material (from other parts of the class, or other classes) which 

illuminate thesis.  

 

Mechanics: Sentence structure, grammar, and diction excellent; correct use of punctuation and 

citation style; minimal to no spelling errors; absolutely no run-on sentences or comma splices.  

 

THE GOOD PAPER   

 

Thesis: Promising, but may be slightly unclear, or lacking in insight or originality.  

 

Structure: Generally clear and appropriate, though may wander occasionally. May have a few 

unclear transitions, or a few paragraphs without strong topic sentences.  

 

Use of evidence: Examples used to support most points. Some evidence does not support point, 

or may appear where inappropriate. Quotes well integrated into sentences.  

 

Analysis: Evidence often related to mini-thesis, though links perhaps not very clear.  

 

Logic and argumentation: Argument of paper is clear, usually flows logically and makes sense. 

There is some evidence that counter-arguments acknowledged though perhaps not addressed. 

Occasional insightful connections to outside material made.  

 

Mechanics: Sentence structure, grammar, and diction strong despite occasional lapses; 

punctuation and citation style often used correctly. Some (minor) spelling errors; may have one 

run-on sentence, sentence fragment, or comma splice. 

 

THE "NEEDS HELP" PAPER (Needs edits to be approved)  
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Thesis: May be unclear (contain many vague terms), appear unoriginal, or offer relatively little 

that is new; provides little around which to structure the paper.  

 

Structure: Generally unclear, often wanders or jumps around. There are few or weak transitions, 

many paragraphs without topic sentences.  

 

Use of evidence: Examples used to support some points. Points often lack supporting evidence, 

or evidence used where inappropriate (often because there may be no clear point). Quotes may 

be poorly integrated into sentences.  

 

Analysis: Quotes appear often without analysis relating them to mini-thesis (or there is a weak 

mini-thesis to support), or analysis offers nothing beyond the quote.  

 

Logic and argumentation: Logic may often fail, or argument may often be unclear. May not 

address counter-arguments or make any outside connections. May contain logical contradictions.  

 

Mechanics: Problems in sentence structure, grammar, and diction (usually not major). There are 

errors in punctuation, citation style, and spelling. May have several run-on sentences or comma 

splices.  

 

THE "TRULY NEEDY" PAPER (Needs edits and a rewrite to be approved)  

 

Thesis: Difficult to identify at all, may be bland restatement of obvious point.  

 

Structure: Unclear, often because thesis is weak or non-existent. Transitions confusing and 

unclear. Few topic sentences.  

 

Use of evidence: Very few or very weak examples. General failure to support statements, or 

evidence seems to support no statement. Quotes not integrated into sentences; "plopped in" in 

improper manner.  

 

Analysis: Very little or very weak attempt to relate evidence to argument; may be no identifiable 

argument, or no evidence to relate it to.  

 

Logic and argumentation: Ideas do not flow at all, usually because there is no argument to 

support. There is a simplistic view of topic; no effort to grasp possible alternative views. The 

paper has many logical contradictions, or simply too incoherent to determine.  

 

Mechanics: Big problems in sentence structure, grammar, and diction. Frequent major errors in 

citation style, punctuation, and spelling. May have many run-on sentences and comma splices.  

 

THE NOT APPROVED PAPER  (Needs a complete reworking to be approved) 

Shows obviously minimal lack of effort or comprehension of the assignment. Very difficult to 

understand owing to major problems with mechanics, structure, and analysis. Has no identifiable 

thesis, or utterly incompetent thesis.  
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Appendix 2 

Research Prospectus Outline 

 

“A research prospectus is a preliminary plan for conducting a study.  This is not a detailed, 

technical research proposal, but, rather, a considered analysis of the issues you are likely to 

confront in such a study.   In essence, it is a preliminary proposal.  In completing this task, you 

should be sure to consider at least the following:”
1
 

 

Research Problem: What is the research problem you are trying to solve?  [A problem is a 

situation that, left untreated, produces a negative consequence for some group, institution or 

individual(s).  “Girls score lower on technology aptitude scales than boys” isn’t necessarily a 

problem; “girls are less inclined to pursue careers in technology-related fields” is.]  What makes 

it a problem?  For whom? Who says so?
2
 

 

State the writing/research question or questions:
3
 For example, “My essay will explore the 

emancipatory effects of post-modernity. I want to explore how post-modernity has enabled some 

groups to talk about the inequality they have faced during modernity. As well, I want to focus 

upon the contribution these other groups may have to the dominant Western culture.” 

 

State a preliminary thesis statement: For example: “Post-modernity is emancipatory for shame 

based cultures in their development of a communal theology.” 

 

Suggest how you will organize your material: Will you use chronology? Will you use several 

significant examples?  

 

Provide an annotated bibliography of at least 5 sources: List the sources used correct 

documentation style along with a 2-3 sentence summary of the author’s argument. You may 

include class readings.  

 

                                                 

www.coedu.usf.edu/.../ResearchProspectusPlanDirections.doc accessed 8/30/2012 

2
 Ibid. 

3
 http://www.ic.arizona.edu/ic/mcbride/english/englpros.htm accessed 8/20/2012 

 

 

http://www.ic.arizona.edu/ic/mcbride/english/englpros.htm

